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Short Description

Recapitulating on the facts on the Treaty of Versailles is bound to improve your comprehension on the Treaty of Versaill...



Description


The Treaty of Versailles



Study Notes



The Peace Settlement After the war, the winning countries argued about what should happen to the losers.



Millions of people were dead and injured; countries like France and Belgium were devastated that the main powers had spent too much on the War.



The three concerns for the winners are:



Everyone wanted to make sure that a war like this wouldn’t happen again but they couldn’t agree on how this could be done.



Many people wanted Germany to take all the blame especially in France and Britain.



The ‘Big Three’ – France, Britain and the USA All three countries had ideas about the Peace but they often disagreed.



So a compromise is reached and only some of their ideas became part of the settlement.



Remember that France and Britain had suffered badly – this meant that they both wanted to punish Germany. People in the USA didn’t suffer in the same way – they were more detached and wanted to stay impartial.



George Clemenceau, the French PM, said that Germany must be punishes hard to keep France safe.



David Lloyd George, the British PM, said that Germany should be punished, but not too much.



Woodrow Wilson, the USA President, said that they should be generous to stop wars happening again.



Wilson’s Fourteen Points Woodrow Wilson had come up with the Fourteen Points in January 1918 when Germany asked for a truce.



Germany had rejected them, but when the fighting ended in November, they hope that the peace settlement would be based on them.



The Fourteen Points, however, were an important part in the peace process.



The Allies refused as the Germans had rejected them before.



What the Versailles Treaty decreed Germany had to take the blame for starting the war.



Germany troops weren’t allowed in the Rhineland which was demilitarized.



Germany lost its Empire areas around the world.



Germany was forced to pay 6.6 million sterling in reparations payments for the damage caused. This would have taken Germany until the 1980s to pay the full amount.



Germany’s armed forces were reduced to 100000 men, only volunteers, without armoured vehicles, aircraft or submarines, and only 6 warships.



No one liked the Treaty of Versailles – Lloyd George and Woodrow Wilson thought that it might not work while Clemenceau was criticised as the French people thought that it was not harsh enough.



Here is what a man who lived in Britain said:



I think that the Treaty is fair. The War had caused so much death and damage! Germany must be stopped from fighting wars again. Also, people in France and Britain wanted revenge. Politicians listened to them so that they could stay in power.



Here is what a politician said:



I think that the Treaty is unfair on Germany as the punishments is too harsh. The Germans are left weak and resentful, and this could lead to anger and cause future problems, like another war! The Treaty couldn’t help rebuild European trade and wealth. Germany could not afford the reparations, and many of the new countries are poor.



The Treaty pleased very few people.



Opinion is divided on the Treaty.



As those who make the Treaty have different aims, it is inevitable that not everyone would be happy in the result.



Well, let me tell you why Germans loathed the Treaty of Versailles. The Germans did not accept defeat, the guilt for causing the war, could not afford reparations, lost industrial areas and could not rebuilt, suffered from economic crisis, and lost all colonies.



PROBLEMS are building up for the future •Europe couldn’t recover properly while countries like Germant remained poor. •Self-determination would be difficult in new countries like Poland because many people of different nationalities are thrown together as an artificial country. •The resentment of Germans could lead to trouble in the future.



In the next part, we will elucidate on the most malevolent luminary on Earth – Hitler. You will understand how Hitler came to be the Chancellor and then both the Fuhrer of Germany, how he pre-empted all oppositions and communists, and what he abhorred, including gypsies. Ultimately, you will repeat history if you don’t learn it in depth. So, look out for the next part!
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