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Description


Was any country entirely happy with the Treaty of Versailles I believe that no country was entirely happy with the Treaty of Versailles, because each country or at leat its leader lost something or was damaged by an indirect act. For example, Woodrow Wilson, the president of the USA was unhappy with the treaty, because of the way France & Britain dealt with Germany's Rhineland. Lloyd George, the British Prime Minister, was unhappy due to many countries gaining independence from Germany and ruling them selves - a potential threat for the British Empire.. Clemencau , the president of France, was on the other hand unhappy with the fact that there wasn't enough security in the dealings with Germany, ie he thought there wasn't enough done to definitely prevent another war. As the U.S.A as a country were not particularly interested in European politics and the treaty of Versailles, Wilson had the whole voice of the U.S.A in the treaty. He brought a lot of freedom into Europe, and played a big role in ensuring a fair future. He did so even the 'culprits of the war' by writing the 14 points and setting up the League of Nations. He was an idealist, he believed in a perfect world where no fighting would be required, he believed that Germany shouldn't be punished too harshly and should learn its lesson the good way. He was considered quite naive by Clemencau because of trusting so many countries with ruling them selves peacefully, thinking that no conflict would arise. Wilson changed a lot in the way Europe existed with his say in the Versailles Treaty - for example, many new countries were established, and many more gained independence from existing empires. A good example of this was Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania becoming independent from Germany's Empire. However, Wilson also lost a lot - Germany was practically stripped of it's military force, it lost a huge amount of land, population, coalfields, industries and all of its colonies. It also had reparations summing up to over six billion pounds, a debt that would cripple Germany's economy. This was not Wilson's idea of the punishment Germany deserved. France on the other hand, was in a very different situation. Although Clemencau knew the risks of going over the line with Germany's punishment, he was very unite with Frances people and unitely wanted revenge and justice. Clemencau was very protective of France, and was ready to do anything to ensure that another war won't break out and put France in danger. He wanted Germany to lose all its money, all its army, to be crippled for so long that it would never propperly recover. He had a leverage, because france had lost millions of men in the war, and he used this to bring Germany as low as possible. He and France gained a lot from the Treaty - The Rhineland inbetween France and Germany was demilitarised, thus giving France a buffer state, allowing it to know in advance and be able to prepare incase of a war. Germany lost most of its military force, and this way massively reduced its potential threat to France. France also gained Germany's precious Saar coalfields, an economic boost, and finally, they took back Alsace-Lorraine, a huge moral boost for the country after Germany conquered it in the late 19th century. However, France also lost out on an important thing. Germany wasn't punished as harshly as France wanted it, as even though Germany lost a huge amount of money, land , and people, it was still in a recoverable situation. Britain was in a quite neutral position at this point. Even though the people of Britain wanted revenge, and there was an anti-german atmosphere, Lloyd George knew his position, and was thinking more about Britain's well-being as a country, than anyone elses. But he also understood that he needed to stay in good relations with France and the U.S.A so he had to give in on their wishes too. He did, however, do all in his power to soften Germany's punishment. He wanted Germany back on it's feet economically as soon as possible so it could resume trade with the British Empire. But he also knew that another war would be unacceptable so he made sure that while Germany's economic power could recover, it's military power would have to stay crippled. Britain didn't gain anything directly from the Treaty, and they didn't lose anything directly either. However, one thing Lloyd George was unhappy was the high amount of reparations Germany



had to pay, he knew that no such payment could be made by Germany and it would lead to some sort of problem. Even though the treaty was concentrated on punishing and crippling Germany, the country, in my opinion, didn't get what should have come. Even though it lost a large amount of land, money, and population , it was no longer surrounded by big powers - before the war they were surrounded by France and Austria-Hungary - which put pressure on them before. The reparations were reduced quickly and eventually canceled. The newly created Poland now acted as a buffer state between Russia - Germany's biggest potential threat - and Germany. And finally, the orders for Disarmament were also withdrawn. No country lost everything, no country gained everything. Even so, I think that the country that stands best after the treaty, is France. It got a severe punishment onto Germany, it regained a very important national symbol, it gained a lot of money, it more-or-less secured its future, and regained its strength.
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