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Description


EXERCISE ONE The Success of the Paris Peace Conferences



In the wake of the world’s first pandemic conflict, the Treaty of Versailles and the Paris Peace Conference attempted to reinstate peace and security among European countries after the hysteria of World War One. Globally, nations agreed upon the importance of establishing an agreement to prevent a similar event in the future after witnessing the monumental damage and bloodshed which took place. The resulting Conference and Treaty, while approached with good intentions, were severely faulted. Their success, or lack thereof, could be evaluated by the amount of conflict in the future. Ultimately, the Treaty failed as it set the precedent for the Second World War through its deep-rooted biases and unachievable demands. The Treaty of Versailles included four main components: a guilt clause, financial reprimands, demilitarization, and territorial resolution – all of which were slanted disparagingly towards Germany. While Germany was not allowed to be present during the negotiations of the Treaty, a vast number of prominent politicians from various countries were welcomed to weigh in on Germany’s fate. For many countries, especially France, this offered the opportunity to see revenge come to fruition. Germany was authorized by the Treaty to pay thirty three billion dollars in reparation payments towards France and Britain, and had its military severely reduced. Nonetheless, little payment could ever be extracted from such a vanquished nation. Out of desperation, Germany began printing money in order to pay off their debts which instead devastated their economy further and gave radical leadership the opportunity to rise in popularity. Lamentably, the War Guilt Clause proved only to heighten Germany’s sense of defeat and resentment, worsening the blow for already crushed citizens. Germany, though, was not the only country affected by the Treaty of Versailles. Poland, Austria, Hungary, and any states under Turkish rule were deemed independent by the Treaty, while various ethnicities were separated by officially recognized borders. The Treaty encouraged self-determination, but unfortunately set no protocols on how to actualize the concept. As a result, many of these small nations became mandates of Britain, and suffered as well. The Treaty of Versailles and the Paris Peace Conferences attempted to resolve some of the largest issues seen in the twentieth century, including many issues which simply defied a lucid solution. While its potential was considerable, it can be considered unsuccessful as it failed to probe long term peace and instead created discontent among entire populations.
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