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Short Description

An article I published in The Mountain Astrologer about King Sebastian or Portugal....



Description


Image from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sebastiao_de_Portugal_1865.jpg



The Boy Who Would Be King by Anthony Louis hile reading the book On the Heavenly Spheres by Helena Avelar and Luis Ribeiro,1 I became intrigued by the chart of King Sebastian I of Portugal (1554–78). Knowing little about Portuguese history, I began to investigate the life of this king and discovered an article by Harold Johnson, a specialist in Latin American studies, who had transcribed an original 16th-century Portuguese delineation of the king’s birth chart.2 The original text is on a scratched microfilm at the National Library of Portugal in Lisbon. With the aid of a Brazilian friend, I translated the report from Portuguese. It was written shortly after the king’s birth by the astrologer–physician Dr. Fernando Maldonado of Salamanca, probably the mother’s family astrologer, for the royal family of Portugal. Very few such documents are available in world literature, and I was thrilled to be able to study this important relic of astrological history. From Dr. Maldonado’s descriptions of the king’s natal placements, I was able to reconstruct the chart. The court astrologer’s chart for Sebastian’s birth differs from the one presented in On the Heavenly Spheres, which is set for 7:18 a.m. LAT (Local Apparent Time), based on the comments of a Portuguese cosmographer several decades after the birth.3 AstroDatabank,4 quoting Martin Harvey’s research, gives a birth time of 8:14 a.m. LMT (Local Mean Time) on January 20, 1554 O.S. (Old Style), or January 30, 1554 N.S. (New Style).5 Dr. Maldonado’s report suggests a time a minute or two later.



W



King Sebastian as a young boy



A Brief Biography of the Boy King Before we get into the chart delineation, a brief sketch of Sebastian’s life is in order. The royal families of Europe are case studies in inbreeding. Sebastian of Portugal was the only son of Prince John of Portugal and Princess Joan of Austria,
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John’s first cousin on both his mother’s and father’s side. Generations of inbreeding meant that Sebastian did not come from healthy stock. Several members of his family had suffered significant physical or mental illness. The reigning king at the time of Sebastian’s birth, John III, himself quite ill, had sired six sons, five of whom were already dead by the time Sebastian was born. Only Sebastian’s father, Prince John, had survived. At age 15, Prince John was married to his 17-year-old double first cousin, Joan of Austria. Within a year (around April 1553), John got his cousin–wife pregnant, and the baby was due in January 1554. Eighteen days before Sebastian’s birth, Prince John died of juvenile diabetes. The princess was not told of her husband’s death until after she gave birth on January 20, 1554, presumably to avoid upsetting her and threatening the survival of the unborn king. The birth took place on the feast of Saint Sebastian, a 3rd-century Christian martyr who was shot full of arrows for defending his faith. The extent to which King Sebastian identified with his sainted namesake will become apparent. The news of her husband’s death and the stress of having a newborn child proved too much for the teenage mother. Besides, Princess Joan had fulfilled her prenuptial agreement to produce a male offspring for her cousin John. Three months after giving birth, Joan abandoned her inbred child, never to see him again, and moved to Spain at the behest of her brother, King Philip II, to manage his kingdom while he was out of the country on royal business. In Spain, Princess Joan became an ardent supporter of the Jesuit order, which was to play a major role in her estranged son’s life. Sebastian was left in the care of his grandmother Catarina and his granduncle Cardinal Henrique, Archbishop of Lisbon and Grand Inquisitor. What type of bond Sebastian was able to form with his grieving mother in so brief a time is unknown, but children who are abandoned in this way commonly develop “attachment disorders” that interfere with their ability to form intimate relationships later in life. Sebastian never married and is described as a



Sebastian’s avoidance of marriage and his death in battle in 1578 created a dynastic succession crisis that led to Spain’s annexation of Portugal in 1580. “misogynist” by historians. Fortunately, Sebastian’s grandmother showed concern for the child and had him sleep in her quarters until he was seven years old. Sebastian grew up surrounded by stories of his miraculous birth and became popularly known as Sebastião o Desejado (“Sebastian the Desired”). His sickly grandfather, King John III, finally died in June 1557, and at the age of three, Sebastian succeeded to the throne. As the sole remaining heir to the Portuguese crown, Sebastian had been born in the nick of time. The young king was expected to marry and produce offspring to ensure the continuance of the royal family and the survival of an independent Portugal. Unfortunately, Sebastian’s avoidance of marriage, and his decision in 1578 to enter into the battle in Morocco in which he was killed, created a dynastic succession crisis that led to Spain’s annexation of Portugal in 1580. Portuguese historians appear discernibly angry about Sebastian’s failure to produce an heir and describe him as degenerate, unruly, confused, misogynist, strange, asinine, lacking good sense, affectively frigid, genetically defective, religiously fanatical, unbalanced, impulsive, and capriciously demanding obedience.6 The royal families of Europe saw in Sebastian an eligible bachelor to whom they could marry off one of their daughters. Unfortunately, in 1564 Sebastian developed a mysterious penile discharge, which was identified as gonorrhea the following year, according to a letter sent to Catherine de Medici by her agent in Portugal. Historian J. M. de Queirós Veloso documents the gonorrheal nature of this malady.7 News of



Sebastian’s ailment spread to the royal courts of Europe and probably also to the Vatican. One might wonder how a sheltered Portuguese Infante could contract a venereal disease inside the royal palace. According to an article, “A Pedophile in the Palace,” by Harold Johnson, there is compelling circumstantial evidence that the young Sebastian was sexually abused by a Jesuit priest, Father Luís Gonçalves da Câmara (1518–75), who became Sebastian’s tutor and confessor at the insistence of his granduncle, Cardinal Henrique, in 1560, when the boy was six years old.8 Although we cannot be certain of the priest–tutor’s sexual involvement with his student, Sebastian’s horoscope is consistent with that possibility, as we shall see. Sebastian’s grandmother, Catarina, had long been uncomfortable with the Jesuit and tried unsuccessfully to remove him as tutor in 1566 when Sebastian was 12. That same year, a new pope was elected in Rome, and “in the first year of his pontificate, Pope Pius V (1566–72) recognized a need to publicly attack clerical sodomy.”9 In response to this widely publicized scandal, the pope ordered that priests who committed “crimes against nature” be given up to secular authorities. As might be expected, the 1566 papal edict did not put a stop to the sodomy, and two years later, in 1568, Pope Pius V issued a second decree, the Horrendum, again condemning priests who engaged in “that vice against nature.”10 By this time, 14-year-old Sebastian’s penile discharge had become chronic. Catarina’s attempts to dismiss da Câmara were unsuccessful, “presumably because Sebastian was determined to keep Luís Gonçalves at his side.”11 When da Câmara died in 1575, he was blind and crippled — possible symptoms of prolonged syphilis, a common accompaniment of gonorrhea. Father da Câmara had entered the Society of Jesus in 1545 at the age of 27. Gifted with words, he was well known for having taken the dictation of the autobiography of Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuit order, around the time of Sebastian’s birth in 1554.12 We can only speculate about the effects such sexual exploitation would Aug./Sept. 2012 * The Mountain Astrologer 35



The Boy King have had on the young king. Sebastian became noted for his misogyny and religious fanaticism. He avoided marriage and, instead, was reported to frequent nearby woods and the Tagus riverbank late at night for secret trysts with young men. When hunters once happened upon Sebastian in the forest in the embrace of a runaway black slave, he claimed he was in search of a wild boar. Interestingly, Sebastian felt compassion for slaves and in 1570 ordered that Brazilian Indians could no longer be forced into slavery. Sebastian devoted himself to vigorous physical exercise and was noted for his bodily strength. He loved hunting, jousting, horseback-riding, and the arts of war. He was apparently preparing himself for his “sole ambition … to lead a crusade against Islam in northwest Africa, like the kings of the Middle Ages.”13 Under the tutelage of the Jesuits, Sebastian saw himself as “Christ’s captain, destined to win victories over the Muslims.”14 “Since the age of twelve he had been convinced that he was divinely chosen to direct some great Christian enterprise.”15 Sebastian’s early education was left almost entirely in the hands of two Jesuits: Luís Gonçalves da Câmara and



Psychologically, Sebastian had to deal with the premature death of his father, abandonment by his mother, and possible sexual abuse.



his “inseparable companion,” Amador Rebelo.16 What Professor Alden means by “inseparable companion” is left to our imaginations. In 1548, as a disciplinary measure, da Câmara, then 30 years old, was removed from his post as rector of a Jesuit college and relegated to work in the kitchen. The good padre’s infraction is not disclosed, and we can only wonder why a high-ranking college official might be summarily dismissed. Shortly after his banishment to the kitchen, da Câmara left for North Africa, where for five months he ministered to Christian captives of the Muslims, a ministry that included sleeping at night alongside the captive men to comfort them. He returned from North Africa after contracting an unspecified illness.



After da Câmara was hired to tutor Sebastian, the queen mother became concerned about the priest’s “excessive and unhealthy” influence on the child. The Jesuit tutors were quite pleased with Sebastian’s quick understanding and religious piety. They predicted that he “would become a great Christian leader, one who would do his utmost to assist the spread of the faith and the empire.” Before da Câmara died in 1575, he joined with Cardinal Henrique and the queen mother in trying to persuade Sebastian to abandon his fanatical desire to hunt “Moors” in Africa. But Sebastian remained “constant and firm” in his determination to pursue this ill-conceived ambition — as the court astrologer had predicted. Could Sebastian’s excessive zeal have been related to his chronic penile discharge? The 16th-century treatment for gonorrhea was a mercury-based ointment, and we now know the effects of mercury poisoning. If Sebastian had contracted gonorrhea at age 10, he likely would also have contracted syphilis, the late form of which has its onset 10 to 15 years after the initial infection — that is, in Sebastian’s mid 20s. Historian E. H. Hare notes that, among the upper classes of Europe, the typical psychiatric manifestations of tertiary syphilis included delusions of grandeur,17 consistent with Sebastian’s belief that he was



Chart 1: King Sebastian of Portugal



Charts use Regiomontanus houses and the Mean Node.
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destined by God to invade Africa as the new Christian savior. We don’t necessarily need to appeal to the symptoms of tertiary syphilis or even sexual abuse to explain Sebastian’s odd thinking. His family was riddled with mental illness, and he was the product of close inbreeding. One of his blood relatives was Juanna la Loca (Joanna the Mad, 1479–1555, wife of Philip the Handsome), and Sebastian bore a striking physical resemblance to her. Juanna suffered periods of severe melancholia and psychosis, and her grandmother, Queen Isabella of Portugal, also suffered significant psychiatric disturbance. Psychologically, Sebastian had to deal with the premature death of his father, abandonment by his mother, possible sexual abuse, and the dissemination of information about his penile discharge to the royal courts of Europe. How does one cope with such issues? Sebastian’s life ended in Morocco on August 4, 1578, when he followed his dream of becoming God’s captain and led his army into “the most disastrous battle in Portuguese history.”18 His forces were hopelessly outnumbered, and defeat was inevitable. Dr. Johnson speculates that Sebastian’s decision to fight a hopeless battle was a manifestation of an unconscious wish for suicide, a common accompaniment of childhood sexual abuse. The 24-yearold king’s body was not recovered, so it could not be returned to Portugal. Many of his followers believed that Sebastian (like Elvis) had not died and would return some foggy day to restore Portugal to its former glory — a belief known as Sebastianismo.19



The Court Astrologer’s Dilemma Fortunately, we have physician– astrologer Maldonado’s 1554 delineation of Sebastian’s nativity, and we also know many details of the king’s life. Imagine, however, that you are Dr. Maldonado, presiding at the birth of the sole heir to the Portuguese throne. If it were possible to foresee in his chart venereal disease, gonorrheal discharge, sexual exploitation by a trusted priest, misogyny, the inability to marry and produce children, an early death, etc., how would you word your report to the



Mercury is highly afflicted in this chart, and the astrologer may want to avoid stating that the child will be obstinate, willful, and unruly.



royal family, which included the Grand Inquisitor? With this dilemma in mind, let us turn to Dr. Maldonado’s 16thcentury natal report.



The Delineation Although I have done my utmost to ensure accuracy, my translation may contain some minor errors. It is based on a transcription from a scratched microfilm of an original handwritten 16th-century Portuguese document. Sebastian was born January 20, 1554 (O.S.). From Maldonado’s comments, we can deduce that the chart was cast for a birth time between 8:15:24 a.m. and 8:17:08 a.m. LMT. Harvey’s research suggested 8:14 a.m. LMT, so I have erected a chart for 8:15:24 a.m. LMT, the time most consistent with both Harvey’s research and the report of the court astrologer. (See Chart 1, facing page.) To test the astrological validity of the 8:15:24 a.m. chart, I calculated the Regiomontanus primary directions 20 for Sebastian around age 11 (onset of the penile discharge) and again around age 24 (his death). At age 11, one would expect a significant direction involving Mars (ruler of the 9th house, his priestly tutor) with the Ascendant (his body); modern astrologers would also expect a direction involving Pluto (exploitative sex). Around age 24, one would expect a direction involving either the Ascendant or Saturn (in the 1st house) with Venus (ruler of the 8th house of death) or, for modern astrologers, Uranus (in the 8th house and conjunct its cusp). Maldonado most likely used the method of Regiomontanus and Ptolemy’s mea-



sure of one degree of right ascension for one year of life. The Janus software produced the following direct and converse primary directions to natal planets, with and without latitude. (The dates are in New Style.) Age 10–11, onset of penile discharge: • May 14, 1564 (age 10): converse Mars directed to natal Ascendant, with latitude • December 19, 1564 (age 10): converse Mars to Pluto, without latitude • January 24, 1565 (age 11): direct Pluto to Mars, without latitude • August 20, 1565 (age 11): converse Mars to Ascendant, without latitude. Age 24, the year of his death (on August 4, 1578): • April 8, 1578: converse Pluto directed to the square of natal Venus, with latitude • October 4, 1578: converse Ascendant to the square of Venus, without latitude • December 14, 1578: direct Saturn to the opposition of Uranus, without latitude • December 14, 1578: converse opposition of Saturn directed to Uranus, without latitude. These primary directions are consistent with the timing and nature of events, suggesting that the chart is radical — that is, valid (accurately depicting the radix). In addition, Sebastian’s Solar Return (SR) for 1578, the year of his death, has SR Mars conjunct the SR Ascendant, signifying a year of warlike activity. (See Chart 2, page 39, middle wheel.) The SR Mars–Ascendant conjunction falls in his natal 10th house and conjoins his natal Midheaven, suggesting that he will lead his nation into war. The Lunar Return (LR) immediately preceding his death has LR Saturn conjunct the LR Midheaven (Chart 2, outer wheel). In addition, the LR Saturn squares the LR Mars. The LR Saturn falls on his natal South Lunar Node, and William Lilly tells us that “the evil intended thereby was doubled or trebled, or extremely augmented.”21 Aug./Sept. 2012 * The Mountain Astrologer 37



The Boy King Translation and Commentary



Note: Dr. Maldonado’s report appears in italics, with my commentary in brackets. See Table (below) for the chart’s dignities and debilities.



The Nativity of Our Lord King Dom Sebastião



Prepared by F. Maldonado Not finding in this diurnal chart the Sun or the Moon or the lord of the previous lunation in appropriate places to be considered the significator of life, we regard the Ascendant as the principal significator of life, according to the doctrine of Ptolemy, to which it will be necessary to direct the bodies and malignant rays of the planets contrary to life, which can be done at a later time. For now, let us consider his early years. [The key question for the royal family is whether the child will survive his infancy; hence, Maldonado begins by determining the hyleg or “signficator of life.” Although he usually follows Ptolemy very closely, he fails to note that the king’s birth was preceded by a Full Moon which, according to Ptolemy, would make the Part of Fortune the hyleg. The medieval Italian astrologer Bonatti, however, would agree that the Ascendant is hyleg in this chart.]



The early life of this lord will be difficult and arduous because he has three planets in the 12th house, the Sun among them, with the Sun conjunct Mars and in opposition to his own sign, and the Moon in the 6th house, and Saturn occupying the Ascendant [1st house]. [We begin to get a picture of the planetary placements. The Sun in Aquarius occupies the 12th house, and the Moon in Leo occupies the 6th house. Mars lies in the 12th house with the Sun, and Saturn occupies the 1st house. The king’s early life will be difficult because many troublesome influences cluster around the Ascendant, symbolizing the moment of birth.] Venus, however, is the planet most elevated above the Ascendant, well disposed, in favorable relationship to the Ascendant [1st house]; and Jupiter is lord of the Ascendant; and furthermore, the Sun is in the throne of Jupiter, and Venus carries the rays of Jupiter to Saturn; all these factors will help support the life of the native, who will be able to survive his childhood despite the difficulties previously mentioned. [Venus lies in Capricorn in sextile aspect to the Pisces 1st house. Maldonado uses “Ascendant” to refer to both the cusp of the 1st house and the 1st house itself. Venus in Capricorn is separating from a square to Jupiter in Libra and applying to sextile Saturn in Pisces in the 1st house.]



Mercury and the Moon being in fixed signs and slow in motion inclines the will of this native to be constant and firm in the things he proposes to do and grants him assurance of justice; furthermore, Mercury in the home of Saturn [Aquarius] with some fixed stars 22 of its nature confers good understanding and excellent counsel. [Mercury and the Moon are in fixed signs (Aquarius and Leo) and slow in motion; hence, the king’s thinking and emotions will be “constant and firm.” Maldonado relies heavily on the fixed stars in his delineations. According to Ptolemy, the stars in Aquarius partake of the nature of Saturn, Mercury, and Jupiter and thus confer good understanding, a sense of justice, and excellent counsel. Deneb Adige was believed to confer “an ingenious nature, lively intellect, and ease of learning”23 — all of which the young king proved to possess. Mercury does not lie particularly close to any of Ptolemy’s fixed stars: 16°K35' 22°K12' 26°K53' 28°K30' 



Deneb Algedi Mercury Fomalhaut Deneb Adige



[Maldonado appears to be painting with a rather broad brush, perhaps to ingratiate himself with the royal family. Mercury is highly afflicted in this chart, and Maldonado may want to avoid stating that the child will be obstinate, willful, and unruly. The afflicted Mercury in the 12th house suggests that Sebastian’s



Table: Essential Dignities for King Sebastian’s Natal Chart



(The essential dignities were calculated using Janus astrology software with Dorothean triplicities, Chaldean faces, and Egyptian terms.)
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fixed manner of thinking could be his undoing. The opposition between Mercury in Aquarius and the Moon in Leo suggests arrogance, moodiness, and perhaps the “capricious demand to be obeyed” mentioned by historians.] This configuration [Mercury opposite the Moon], however, can be put to bad use as in deceitfulness or going back on one’s word, which is reinforced by Saturn occupying the Ascendant. This position of Saturn inclines one to dissemble 24 and to be persistent in avarice 25 and also gives a big heart with an inclination toward lofty and ambitious undertakings, things good for princes and mainly to benefit the poor. [Mercury represents speech and the tongue, and the Moon is quite changeable. Hence, the opposition of the Moon and Mercury can signify deception, pretense, or inconstancy in the use of words. Saturn symbolizes poverty and the poor. Saturn in this chart is disposed by benefic Jupiter, and Saturn also receives a



sextile from benefic Venus. The prediction that Sebastian would do things to benefit the poor was realized during the 1569 plague, when he created hospitals for the sick and shelters for the widows and children of men who died of the disease. Hospitals, charitable work, and shelters are 12th-house issues. The ruler of the 12th is Saturn, which lies in the 1st house in Pisces, a sign of compassion for those less fortunate.] The sextile aspect of Venus to the interior part of the Ascendant adds grace to his circumstances. [Maldonado emphasizes that Venus casts its sextile to the interior part of the 1st house, implying that Venus at 10°40'



Capricorn does not sextile the degree of the Ascendant. Because Venus has a maximum orb of 8 degrees (a widely accepted orb in Medieval and Renaissance astrology), the Ascendant degree must be less than 2°40' Pisces (10°40' minus 8°). The Ascendant reached 2°40' Pisces at 8:17:08 a.m. LMT, the latest moment that Sebastian could have been born. Maldonado also tells us that the Moon occupies the 6th house. Given the traditional (Ptolemaic) 5-degree rule for house cusps, the Moon entered the 6th house (due to the Earth’s rotation and the changing house cusps) at 8:15:24 a.m. LMT. Thus, Sebastian was born between 8:15:24 and 8:17:08 a.m. LMT.]



continued on page 62



Chart 2: Tri-wheel. Inner wheel and house cusps: King Sebastian, natal Middle wheel: Solar Return for 1578 Outer wheel: Lunar Return preceding death in 1578 Aug./Sept. 2012 * The Mountain Astrologer 39



The Boy Who Would Be King – continued from page 39 Saturn in good aspect to Venus gives a good memory, patience, and delight in letters and all types of reasoning. Such delight is due to Venus being well disposed. [Venus in Capricorn is disposed by Saturn in Pisces, which is disposed by Jupiter in Libra, which itself is disposed by Venus in Capricorn. In addition, Venus is exalted at the Pisces Ascendant, and Venus casts a sextile to Saturn. Maldonado says that the king will experience “deleitação aas lletras i a toda rrezão,” which I understand to mean delight in literature, reading, writing, and other academic subjects. Sebastian was a bright and able student, but he was also known for displaying a “strange confusion of ideas and an obscurity of thinking” (uma estranha confusão de ideias e uma obscuridade de pensamento).26 The Portuguese word obscuridade connotes darkness and poor visibility. In the chart, the 12thhouse Mercury (his thought process) is obscured by its location under the Sun’s beams and is opposed by the emotional Moon.] I must add that this native will be very much given to sensual pleasures, such as with women, musical instruments, clothing, song, perfumes, and horses. [Because Sebastian never married and avoided the company of women, Dr. Johnson regards this prediction as totally false and sees it as a repudiation of astrology. Johnson ignored the Portuguese word for “such as” and thus misunderstood this sentence as meaning that the king would specifically seek “pleasures with women.” Maldonado was simply giving examples of the types of pleasures associated with Venus. Sebastian did enjoy pleasures of the flesh but apparently preferred his enjoyments with men. [Venus is the only planet with any essential dignity (triplicity) in the chart. All other planets are peregrine and thus depend on their dispositors to realize their natal promise. Venus disposes Jupiter in Libra; hence, the expansive-
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The afflictions to the Sun include its detriment in Aquarius, its placement in the unfortunate 12th house, and its conjunction with malefic Mars. ness of Jupiter can only be expressed through Venus, the goddess of sensual delights. The Venus–Jupiter square further amplifies this effect. [Venus, almuten of the Ascendant,27 lies in Capricorn, a sign associated with the lecherous god Pan and his band of satyrs, half-human and half-goat, who were known for their Dionysian hyper-sexuality (satyriasis). In ancient Babylon, Capricorn was depicted as a goat-fish, associated with Enki, god of fertility and human semen. Maldonado sees Venus in Capricorn as referring to the king’s hearty sexuality, and he assumes that Sebastian’s erotic interests will be directed toward women because of the homophobic cultural norms of 16th-century Portugal. [Why does he mention pleasure in horses, which do not fall under Venus? Partly because Venus conjoins the fixed star Rukbat (at 10°23' Capricorn in 1554), located in the horse’s knee of the constellation Sagittarius, the Centaur Archer whose lower part is horse and upper part is human. With Venus joined to the horse’s knee, Sebastian luxuriated in hunting, war games, archery, jousting, and horseback-riding. Bernadette Brady associates Rukbat with solidness, consistency, and physical strength, citing boxer Muhammad Ali as an example.28 Sebastian was noted for his love of vigorous exercise, his physical strength, and his solid build. Venus (the king’s pleasures) squares Jupiter (a natural signifier of horses) and sextiles Saturn (the



ruler of the 12th house of large animals, including horses).] Testimony for this is Venus occupying the sign of Capricorn. Therefore he will be inclined toward all things signified by Saturn and by Venus, and so he will at times be extremely merry [Venus] and at other times quite laconic [Saturn],29 and this will occur due to the temperament of his body of which we will now speak. In temperament, his body will be cold and moist, which is called “phlegmatic,” as indicated by the Ascendant and the sextile rays of Venus. However, his temperament will also have its share of dryness, owing to the presence of Saturn in the angle of the Ascendant and owing to the opposition between the Moon in the 6th house and Mercury. As a result, he will be dark and of small stature [“pretoi de pequeno corpo”] but nonetheless quite handsome and of good pedigree, owing to the sextile rays of Venus to the 1st house and to Saturn in the 1st house in the home of Jupiter [Pisces]. This placement of Saturn suggests some type of facial imperfection,30 which the favorable aspect from Venus will minimize or completely mitigate. [Maldonado’s description of the king’s appearance is totally mistaken. Instead of being “dark and of small stature” (potential influences of a Pisces Ascendant and Saturn in the 1st), Sebastian was extremely fair and of medium stature. He had reddish-blond hair, blue eyes, and freckles. Sebastian’s “lower lip was very full giving him, in the portrait of 1571, a rather feminine ‘rose-bud’ mouth.”31 Maldonado erred in following Ptolemy too closely and underestimating the importance of Venus, almuten of the Ascendant. Peregrine Saturn in the 1st can only act through its dispositor, Jupiter in Libra, or perhaps through Venus in whose exaltation and triplicity he falls. Ascendant ruler Jupiter, also peregrine, can only act through dignified Venus. Lilly tells us that Venus produces “a man of fair but not tall stature, his complexion being white … very fair lovely eyes …



teaches. The youngster had made two suicide attempts, following which he shamefully revealed that he had been molested in the school bathroom. Amazingly, each of us had been intending to talk to the other about a sexually abused eleven-year-old boy.]



fair hair, smooth and plenty of it, usually of a light brown color … a lovely mouth and cherry lips … a body very delightful, lovely and exceeding well shaped … a love dimple in his cheeks, a steadfast eye, and full of amorous enticements.” 32] The illnesses he suffers will be due to the Moon occupying the 6th house where the rays of the opposition of Mercury fall, indicating frailty and a weak constitution and problems in the parts of the body signified by the sign of Leo — the heart, the spine, and the stomach. There may also be some weakness of the eyes because the Moon lies in the 6th house in the home of the Sun [Leo] and the Ascendant is involved in this configuration [Moon opposite Ascendant], and the Sun with the Ascendant of Capricorn. [“The Sun with the Ascendant of Capricorn” may reflect an error in the transcription, or perhaps the Sun is linked to the Ascendant because it is disposed by Saturn, ruler of Aquarius and Capricorn. Maldonado could also be thinking of the Sun in the 12th house with its Capricorn cusp, so that Saturn rules matters of the 12th house where the Sun resides. The Sun and the Moon govern the eyes, and the 1st house signifies the head. An afflicted Sun and Moon configured with the Ascendant can signify eye problems. There is no evidence that Sebastian suffered any significant heart, spine, stomach, or ocular ailments — another wrong prediction.] Saturn gives pain in the right ear and in the bladder, which will occur early in life. [Ptolemy believed that Saturn represented the right ear, the spleen, the bladder, phlegm, and the bones. Maldonado may have had in mind that Saturn is disposed by Jupiter in Libra in the 7th house and that both Libra and the 7th house can signify the bladder. These maladies will occur early in life because Saturn is rising toward the Ascendant, which represents the beginning of life. [Maldonado does not discuss the possibility that the Moon opposing Mars could signify venereal disease. In the 17th-century text, Christian Astrology,



Lilly associated Mars with “burnings” 33 (gonorrhea) and “diseases in men’s genitories,” and the Moon with “the bladder and members of generation.” The Moon rules and occupies Sebastian’s 6th house of illness. The Moon is a natural signifier of milk and, by analogy, of milky white liquids like Sebastian’s penile discharges. The Moon also rules the 5th house of enjoyments, including venereal pleasures. Mars, a classic phallic symbol, rules the Scorpio 9th house, which happens to symbolize priests, higher learning, and travel to foreign lands. Sebastian’s alleged abuser was both a priest and a tutor of classical subjects. Scorpio is the sign associated with the genitals and the anus. Mars occupies the 12th house of illicit affairs, hidden enemies, and self-undoing and is also a symbol of infections and inflammation. With hindsight, the symbolism of Sebastian being infected with gonorrhea by a pedophile priest is all too evident. This interpretation is reinforced by Pluto, now considered a co-ruler of the Scorpio 9th house, closely conjunct the Ascendant. Modern astrologers have frequently observed an angular Pluto in cases of sexual abuse. [An interesting synchronicity occurred while I was translating Maldonado’s manuscript. When I contacted my friend in Brazil, he told me he was planning to speak to me in my capacity as a psychiatrist about an elevenyear-old boy in the school where he



The condition and life of the mother, who is ordinarily signified by Venus, is much better and more fortunate than that of the father, who is represented by the Sun. In this nativity the Sun is damaged by three great afflictions, suggesting that the father either is dead, will die shortly, or some great tragedy will befall him, unless the grace of Our Lord intervene. [Ptolemy links the Sun and Saturn with the father, and the Moon and Venus with the mother. The afflictions to the Sun include its detriment in Aquarius, its placement in the unfortunate 12th house, and its conjunction with malefic Mars. The Sun, being the most heavily afflicted planet in the chart, suggests that the father is in very poor condition. In addition, Saturn rules the 11th-house cusp, which is the derived 8th house of death from the 4th house of fathers. Thus, the ruler of the father’s death lies in the 1st house of the native, suggesting the death of his father early in his life. Maldonado probably already knew that Sebastian’s father was dead, and he may have omitted mentioning the protective trine from Jupiter to the Sun, since it would have weakened his case.] The Moon with a star in the heart of the Lion promises great authority and the power of command, which is reinforced by Jupiter, lord of the Ascendant and of the 10th house. Also, Saturn in the 1st house indicates his primogeniture, either through being the first-born or through the death of any siblings he may have. [Portugal had been eagerly awaiting the birth of this child as the only hope for the succession for the royal family. The star in the heart of the Lion (the constellation Leo) is the royal star Regulus. All of Europe knew that Sebastian was the first-born and had no siblings. Maldonado may have added this comment to demonstrate the chart’s radicality.] Aug./Sept. 2012 * The Mountain Astrologer 63



The Boy King The nobility will be much dearer to him than the common people because Jupiter is lord of the Ascendant and of the heart of the heavens, 34 which will result in seditious behavior against him on the part of the people because of the opposition of Mercury and the Moon. [Sebastian will identify with the Ascendant ruler, Jupiter, a symbol of the upper classes. The “heart of the heavens” refers to the Dog Star Sirius of Canis Major (the “Big Dog”), the largest and most brilliant star in the sky, which Ptolemy linked to Jupiter and Mars. Ancient astrologers considered Sirius to be the central “sun” at the heart of the Milky Way (the heavens). Because Sirius lies in Cancer, Jupiter rules it by exaltation and the Moon rules it by domicile. In ancient lore, Sirius was considered an evil influence due to its association with rabid, scavenging dogs,35 which Maldonado likens to seditious commoners. The dog-like influence of Sirius will manifest because Jupiter at 4°39' Libra squares Sirius at 7°56' Cancer. In addition, Mercury lies in the 12th house of subversion and secret enemies.] Venus in the 11th house fills him with confidence and the expectation of obtaining anything he desires and of many great riches in pursuing whatever he intends because Jupiter signifies riches and acts to fortify Venus. The Moon in the oriental quarter of the chart means that he will marry in his youth to a good and honest woman, signified by Jupiter in the 7th house. Venus casting its trine aspect into the 7th house indicates that she [his future wife] will be worthy of the company of young men because the Moon and Venus are free of corruption and not aspected by any malefic. [The 11th house is the fortunate house of the Good Daemon. Maldonado is referring to one of the more questionable rules of Ptolemy, who believed that the Moon in an oriental quarter of the chart indicates that marriage will occur early or to a younger woman. The “oriental,” “masculine” quarters consist of houses 12, 11, and 10 and houses 6, 5, and 4. The other
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Venus rules Sebastian’s 8th house of death. Perhaps in the mind of this misogynistic king, marriage equals death. two quarters are “occidental” or “feminine,” and the Moon in an occidental quarter suggests a marriage later in life or to an older woman. In this case, Ptolemy’s rule and Maldonado’s prediction are simply wrong. [Maldonado ignores the fact that Mercury, ruler of the Virgo cusp of the 7th house of marriage, is extremely debilitated: being retrograde, lying in the unfortunate 12th house, opposed by the Moon (which rules the unfortunate 6th house), conjunct and mutually applying to the malefic Mars, and under the Sun’s beams. Mercury also rules the 4th-house cusp of fathers. Sebastian’s father was ill with juvenile diabetes and died at age 16 shortly before Sebastian’s birth. If his debilitated Mercury symbolizes the early death of his father, would not such a frail Mercury also signify dismal prospects for marriage? In addition, Jupiter in the 7th could represent Sebastian’s marriage, but Jupiter is peregrine and retrograde and may not be strong enough to compensate for the afflicted 7th-house ruler, Mercury.] Venus in Capricorn will give him a very strong inclination toward things venereal. [Capricorn is the home of the lusty god Pan, so Sebastian will have a hearty sexual appetite. In addition, the almuten of Venus is Mars, symbol of phallic male activity. The royal family probably rejoiced at this delineation because it greatly enhanced the likelihood of progeny. This view of Capricorn as a sign of lecherous desire finds its way into the Tarot in the Golden Dawn’s association of Capricorn with the Devil trump. What is the role of the devil but to tempt us to overindulge our carnal desires?]



But he will satisfy his sexual appetite within a legitimate marriage, the timing of which will be found by the directions of Venus. And Venus, being in the 11th house, promises sons, as is confirmed by the Head of the Dragon of Jupiter and of Mars in the 5th house. His offspring will be attractive, noble, and very fortunate. [It is not clear what Maldonado means by “the Head of the Dragon of Jupiter and of Mars in the 5th house” (cabeça do dragão de jupiter i de mars em a quinta casa). Perhaps this is a faulty transcription. Maldonado is looking to the 5th and 11th houses to describe the offspring that Sebastian will produce with his future wife. Benefic Venus in the 11th house (the 5th from his 7th house of the wife) confirms that she will have children. Masculine Jupiter is exalted at the cusp of his 5th house of children, and masculine Mars is exalted at the cusp of his 11th, which is his wife’s house of children. The Head of the Dragon (the North Lunar Node) is benefic, and its presence inside the 5th house favors the production of children. Maldonado appears to regard the Head of the Dragon or Mars or Jupiter in the 5th house as a testimony of having sons. He ignores the fact that the Moon, ruler of the 5th house of children, lies in Leo, a “barren” sign, according to Ptolemy. As far as using the directions of Venus (a general significator of loving unions) to deduce the timing of marriage, Maldonado ignores the fact that Venus rules Sebastian’s 8th house of death. Perhaps in the mind of this misogynistic king, marriage equals death. [The Moon’s North Node in this chart conjoins the ecliptic position of the star Procyon at 19°38' Cancer in the year 1554. Ptolemy believed that Procyon of Canis Minor (the “Little Dog”) was of the nature of Mercury and Mars. Various authors have associated Procyon with dog bites, impulsive actions, bravado, pride, petulance, impatience, violence, misfortune — and success followed by a rapid fall. John Frawley describes Procyon as a “yappy little creature that drives cattle by nipping at their ankles.”36 Brady notes that James Dean, with Procyon prominent in his chart, rose quickly to fame, only to be killed in a car accident at the age of 24.37 King



Sebastian suffered a similar fate, dying at the age of 24 in Morocco in a battle that took place almost exactly on the Local Space line of his Moon’s nodes.] Being in the sign of Libra, Jupiter in the 7th house suggests that the upbringing and typical conversation of this native in the royal household will center on public affairs. The city of Lisbon will be propitious for him because it falls under Libra where Jupiter is found in his chart, and those locations that fall under the signs of Pisces and Sagittarius will generally be favorable and appropriate, and also those locations under Jupiter and Venus in this nativity. [Lisbon traditionally falls under Libra, so Jupiter in Libra confers its good fortune on Libra-ruled locations. Locations indicated by benefic Jupiter’s signs, Sagittarius and Pisces, will generally prove favorable.] Troublesome places that should be avoided are those under the lords of the 6th, 8th, and 12th houses, and of Saturn and Mars, because these are very problematic and contrary to habitation, but enough said for the present. [Geographic locations signified by the signs occupied by the dispositors of Saturn and Mars, or by the lords of the unfortunate 6th, 8th, and 12th houses, will be harmful to the native. In Sebastian’s chart, the rulers of the 6th, 8th, and 12th are the Moon (in Leo), Venus (in Capricorn), and Saturn (in Pisces), respectively. Mars lies in Aquarius and is disposed by Saturn in Pisces. Hence, the king should avoid any location represented by the signs Leo, Capricorn, or Pisces. Morocco, where Sebastian died in battle, is not on the list. Nonetheless, traditional astrology places Morocco under Scorpio, whose ruler, Mars, is heavily afflicted in the unfortunate 12th house of self-undoing. Mars is combust the Sun, which signifies extreme debility or even death to whatever the Red Planet represents in the chart.] There remain the important matters of elections, directions, and revolutions, which we leave for a later date. [I do not know whether Dr. Maldonado prepared a follow-up report about the king’s primary directions, solar and



lunar returns, and other predictive measures. Such a document may be tucked away on microfilm at the National Library of Portugal. If so, it would be a wonderful astrological find.]



16. All quotes in these two paragraphs are from Alden, op. cit., pp. 81–84.
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Sky Watch – continued from page 18 in this vicinity of the sky now are Betelgeuse and Rigel of Orion, below and to the right (west) of these planets, and Capella of Auriga, above and to the left (east). On August 7, before stationing direct, Mercury reappears in the morning sky after his inferior conjunction with the Sun, and rises just before dawn. Jupiter will travel approximately 6° through the constellation Taurus during August and September. Jupiter passed Aldebaran in July, and we can observe the planet moving farther eastward, away from the reddish alpha star of Taurus, during these two months. On August 1, Jupiter rises around 2:15 a.m. On August 11, the Moon will be to the right (west) of Jupiter. The following night, the Moon will be to the left (east) of Jupiter. On September 1, Jupiter rises around 12:30 a.m. On September 8, the Moon will be passing by Jupiter in the middle of the night. Observers in South America below 15° South latitude can witness an occultation of Jupiter as the Moon passes directly over the planet, obscuring it from view. On September 30, Jupiter rises around 10:40 p.m., close to midway between Aldebaran and Elnath, the upper horn of the Bull. Venus will travel approximately 62° during these two months. We can observe her moving from the starting point of the horns of Taurus on August 1, through the constellations Gemini and Cancer, into Leo, and ending up near Regulus on September 30. Yes, I said 62° and mentioned four constellations! All constellations are not of equal 30° length like the signs, and at this time, Venus travels fully through only two of them, Gemini and Cancer. On August 1, Venus rises around 3:20 a.m. just below and to the right (west) of Zeta Tauri, the lower horn of Taurus the Bull. On the morning of August 3, she will rise directly below Zeta Tauri. She then makes her way toward the feet of the Gemini Twins. On August 13, the Moon joins Venus at the feet of Gemini. The Twins will rise sideways, with Castor on top and Pol-



lux below. Venus will be directly above Alhena, Pollux’s upper foot (the brightest of the four feet), and between and to the right (west) of Castor’s feet. The Moon will be to the right of Venus. On September 1, Venus rises around 3:30 a.m. Pollux, the lower Twin’s head star, will be above and to the left (east) of Venus, while Alhena will be above and to the right (west) of Venus. On September 12, the Moon will be to the right of Venus, both of them among the dim stars of the constellation Cancer. On September 30, Venus will be above Regulus in the morning sky and will pass Regulus on October 3. Venus rises shortly after 4:00 a.m. on September 30, followed by Regulus of Leo about 20 minutes later. Mercury is visible in the pre-dawn sky from August 7 through September 2. Mercury travels approximately 30° during this period of visibility. He begins among the stars of Cancer and makes his way into Leo to pass Regulus before becoming combust on the way to superior conjunction with the Sun. On August 7, Mercury rises around 5:45 a.m. and will be visible for a brief moment before fading into the glow of sunrise. On August 15, Mercury rises around 5:20 a.m., below and to the left (east) of the Moon. On September 1, Mercury rises to the left of Regulus at 6:20 a.m., just before the sunrise; after this, he will not be visible until he returns as an evening planet in late September. During the last few days of September, you might be able to catch a glimpse of Mercury through the sunset, extremely low to the western horizon around 7:30 p.m. October will bring better evening visibility.



Perseid Meteor Showers From the late evening on August 11 until dawn on the 13th, you are likely to see some shooting stars near the constellation Perseus. These are not really shooting stars, but rather meteors comprised of debris left behind by Comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle that enter our atmosphere as Earth passes through the trail
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