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Short Description

Morales v Subido - this is a case digest of one of the cases under Statutory Construction. this is for law students....



Description


GENARD NEIL C. BARRIOS



Case Title: Enrique V. Morales vs. Abelado Subido, as Commissioner of Civil Service Case Citation: 27 SCRA 131, Decided on February 27, 1969 A. Facts of the case The petitioner Enrique V. Morales is the chief of the detective bureau of the Manila Police Department. He was designated as acting chief of police of Manila when the former chief resigned. He was also appointed to the same position by the Mayor of Manila. Respondent Abelardo Subido, commissioner of the civil service, approved the designation of petitioner as acting chief but rejected his permanent appointment for “failure to meet the minimum educational and civil service eligibility requirements for the said position” and instead certified other persons as qualified for the position to be filled. Subido cites sec. 10 of the Police Act of 1966 (RA 4864). Morales asserted that there were various changes made in House Bill 6951, now RA 4864. According him, the House bill division deleted an entire provision and substituted what is now section 10 of the Police Act of 1966. He posits that what was approved by the Senate on third reading was the version as amended at the behest of Senator Rodrigo, not the present version cited by Subido. Morales submitted the certified photo static copies as evidences of the drafts of the bill. Under the version he presented, he is qualified for the position, being only a high school graduate who has served the city’s police department for at least eight years from the rank of captain and/or higher. It would thus appear that the Bill was changed during the course of the engrossment of the bill, more specifically in the proofreading thereof; that the change was made not by Congress but only by an employee thereof; and that what purportedly was a rewriting to suit some stylistic preferences was in truth an alteration of meaning. It is for this reason that the petitioner would have the Court look searchingly into the Journal to solve the matter. B. Statutory Construction Rule Used Principle of the enrolled bill. The text of the act as passed and approved is deemed importing absolute verity and is binding on the courts Enrolled bill Doctrine. The signing of a bill by the Speaker of the House and the Senate President and the certification of the Secretaries of both Houses of Congress that it was passed are conclusive as to its due enactment. C. Application of the Rule on the Case The court held that an enrolled bill "imports absolute verity and is binding on the courts". The enrolled bill is conclusive upon the courts as regards the tenor of the measure passed by Congress and approved by the President. If there has been any mistake in the printing of the bill before it was certified by the officers of Congress and approved by the Executive — on which we cannot speculate, without jeopardizing the principle of separation of powers and undermining one of the cornerstones of our democratic system — the remedy is by amendment or curative legislation, not by judicial decree. The Court, however, further adds that it is not to be understood as holding that in all cases the journals must yield to the enrolled bill. The Court said: “To be sure there are certain matters which the Constitution expressly requires must be entered on the journal of each house. To what extent the validity of a legislative act may be affected by a failure to have such matters entered on the journal, is a question which we do not now decide. All we hold is that with respect to matters not expressly required to be entered on the journal, the enrolled bill prevails in the event of any discrepancy”.
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