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Short Description

An introduction I wrote to initiate a friend into the world of magick and witchcraft, as well as references I found usef...
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Starting the Craft by Huy Tran



Hello my Brother, I can't be any more happy that you've chosen to pursue this path. When I first started out, I was there by myself and had to start from nothing. But that is not the case with you, and I swear to do everything in my ability to help you learn, if you are truly willing to devote yourself to this knowledge. The arcane is not for everyone, and if you are not committed, you will not succeed or even fuck yourself up. Not trying to scare, but to be blunt. But I intuitively know that you are not the latter and have a lot of potential to be an incredibly powerful being of Spirit. We live in an electronic age, so what better format to learn than something you probably already use a lot? I've compiled my favorite YouTube channels to help you start off.



YouTube Channels TheFourQueens - Kelley-Ann Maddox is an incredible mystic and chaos witch. Crazy about the tarot and touching on various aspects of occultism in a very scientific and philosophical approach. She gives groundwork and foundation for understanding about the Collective Consciousness and how it works through the craft. Highly recommended. Follow her on her Instagram and FB for daily tarot inspirational nuggets. Helped me more times than I can count. Her videos are long and detailed. Like 20min minimum. So take your time. But if you want to become a serious occultist, this is an excellent channel to start with. And she is so articulated in her language, so listening to her is like listening to a wise teacher. Her playlists are very structured too so take a glance at what interests you. And if you're interested in the tarot, she has a trainee course playlist! How convenient is that! My favorite video of her talks about the models and possibilities of understand how the universe works through energy.
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Magickal Models and Possibilities - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAugZn43KBY



AussieWitch90 - Mark is an Australian eclectic Pagan and clairvoyant witch that shares AMAZING stories/visions. He is a Hekate devotee and very experienced in his craft, with an extremely strong bond with his spirit guides and animals. A few how-to videos, but if you want to hear what will happen when you reach the level of spirituality he has, it'll motivate you to pursue your own path even more because it's just so damn cool. After watching him when I first started out, I aspired to be as confident and empowered in my craft as he is. He brings out the primal and childlike fun and wonder of being a practitioner. My absolute FAVORITE video of his: Be a Proactive Witch! - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApbRn4UyTMQ



Katz Rodriguez - Ordained eclectic Pagan high priestess, bruja, and Santera following the religions of Santeria and Palo Mayombe. She was the woman who taught me how to do candle magick and her approach is so incredibly easy to understand. She works with spirits known as the Orishas and also practices with specific Loa spirits from Vodou. Candle Magick Complete Playlist - https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_rVARYoA9cUTU-r6yZ2D-kht6VpFzUk



Hekterios - David is a hereditary eclectic witch, high priest, and is Hekate's devotee and Oracle. He is a gray witch, or as I like to call it, a TRUE witch. Because magick is neutral and black and white is an illusion. He teaches a lot of magickal practices and how to build a bond with the deity Hekate. So if you're interested in the Dark Maiden of the Crossroads, watch his videos.



Taliesin McKnight - An occultist that lives in the South that teaches about many occult practices in a very direct and how-to sort of way. Great for those interested in hoodoo.



As for books, I shall hook you up, or you can search up online of your own.
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Preliminaries of the Craft So here are a few things, or should I say, commitments that you must undertake if you wish to advance as fast as possible. I'm asking for your soul put into this, as in essence, that's what it is. This compilation I'm making in this document will be the absolute fastest way to learn all of this information you need to know, but also help you advance in Spirit.



Meditation You've heard me say it, and you're going to hear me say it again. The absolute best way to improve any aspect of your spirituality is through meditation. And not just any type of meditation. Working on your chakras is vital to balancing your channels and working through blockages your conscious is not even aware of. Mark from AussieWitch90 has a beautiful guided meditation that I use a lot, even now to this day. He does all the work for you. Just listen and follow along. As simple as that. Once you start having a consistent meditation cycle, you're going to begin experiencing so much. And it isn't easy. I find myself slacking a lot, but it's like working out. It may suck trying to motivate yourself to go, but you'll soon appreciate it once you reap the benefits. And it is like working out. But with your mind. Guided Chakra Meditation - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVypHui_d18



Journals & Grimoire In this craft, where self-centering is key, journaling is very much one of the most important things that you can do. I have a journal specifically for just everyday mundane shit. Also write down your dreams here, as you may never know if they have significance, especially once you find a patron/matron, you'll often get visions from the Spirit. Every single dream you have, if you can remember it, even if it's just bits and pieces, write it down. So go out and buy a nice journal for that purpose. Also keep track of your spellwork here. Write down the type of working you did and check in on it if you see it manifesting results. This allows you to refine your workings so that you can put it into permanence in your grimoire, which I'm going to talk about next. Now, you're also going to have to keep a grimoire, or a manuscript of magick and rituals. This is for your permanent workings or things related to the Craft. This can include important concepts such as astrological correspondences, your favorite herbs and crystals and their uses, spirits and their details, etc. Mine is a leather-backed medieval type journal you've already seen. Write down anything that seems important to you. Even the shear act of writing it down will make you learn so much better than simply reading alone. Build a bond with your books. Like a trusted friend you can confide your deepest thoughts in. With my reference books, such as my encyclopedias, I often write down extra
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details I've learned if the book doesn’t mention it. As academics, books are key to your progress in this path. Much as a sword is an extension of a warrior's power, your books and tools act as such. So keep them close. Again: consistency is key. Use your journals at least 3-4 times a week if you can. I don't expect every day, because life is kind of uneventful sometimes. Just write how you're feeling even. Each entry can even just be 5 sentences if necessary. Doesn't have to be extensive if it doesn’t need to be.



Cleansings & Banishings Why does this practice exist in the craft? Everything in this world holds a vibration, as you already know. But due to the Law of Contagion, that which has made contact with one another will hold that similar energy. For example, the unsettling energy in a room after an argument has ensued? The environment holds the trauma of the actions we create. So practitioners cleanse and consecrate every tool they use for one purpose: to eliminate conflicting energies that do not work with them. To start off, you're going to need to do what is known as a spiritual bath. Used by many NeoPagans as well as practices of old in Santeria and Palo, it is used to cleanse the body of all impurities and set off a new and clean vibration. This is vital. My friend John has had two spells fail because of the lack of proper cleansing. Smudging is a shamanic and tribal practice of burning herbs to cleanse and banish negative energies that do not work with you. You've seen me do it before. Use this technique to cleanse the self but most importantly the environment. I will personally put together a package to help you start off, because starting this path does not mean just switching up your mental perspective, but also your spiritual essence as well. Things will not go well if you do not cleanse, I'm telling you that right now.
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The items above are all yours, my friend. This starter package includes:      



A spiritual cleanse herb packet Dragon's blood incense and mini incense burner Consecrated rock salt Cleansing smudge stick (my original technique and proprietary blend) A bottle of protection anointing oil 3 tealight candles



All are blessed and ready to go. I will have an instruction sheet within to show you the uses of each.



What is Your Personal Path? & Why I Call Myself a Witch



In my study, I realized very early on that witchcraft, as the art as it is, is used in many different traditions. The term witchcraft itself implies that it is an actual practice, rather than a religion. There are various religions that may use the craft, but in essence, the craft itself is neutral and can be malleable to various traditions and cultures. Now I want to talk about what it means to be a witch. Ask yourself: "What does the word 'witch' mean to me?" The Pagan community discusses this subject often, as many people do recognize and label themselves as such. And there's also a debate on semantics and the archetypes of the word "witch" but also other word archetypes such as "warlock." In popular culture, "witch" usually refers to a female practitioner of magick. This childhood image of the hooded, decrepit lady that poisons princesses and seeks to wreak havoc on the innocent is surprisingly true to the world view of witches: pure evil. People used to be burned and hanged for this craft, which is part of the reason why this practice has been in hiding. Just a few weeks ago, two women were murdered in the Middle East for being accused of witchcraft. And that's just the harsh reality of the world we live in. People fear what they don't understand, and deem it evil because it's so easy to put a label on something and forget about it. This is also how religion and dogma works in this society, not to mention politics. Manipulating the mindless is simple, and herd conformity has been the cause of so many catastrophic events in history. Think Hitler. Think about how mindlessly following a path that's been domesticated into you makes you vulnerable to the sway and will of those with power. It's a rebellion. The word "witch" entails a certain level of "fuck you" to the world, because you're taking on the archetype of something that is repulsed by much of society, and living the word in your everyday life.
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This craft is not for the simple-minded. It is one of the virtues of the practitioner to be a person that is true to their Will. Knowing exactly what they want and going out to get it, because they can. This is why artists are a force to be reckoned with in this world. Although you may think say, a doctor, or a government official has power because of their societal rank. But what lies in the media? How much power does the media hold and in the end, who are people going to listen to? Some politician, or an artist that they admire? It's in our everyday lives, and that is undeniable. Many people worship the artists they like as GODS. Think Justin Bieber or Katy Perry. Because as artists, and witches, we are Godforms. We are the Creators, very literally. We have the power to have a construct in our mind be realized into the physical, because of our will and our intent. That's magick. That's magick with a "k." That's the definition, my friend.



So, you might ask, why do I call myself a witch? Why not warlock? Or wizard? Or fuckin Elmo? Haha. Let me just riff for a moment here: I can honestly say that I've been this way my whole life. Although I was a selfproclaimed atheist for most of my life (starting around 5th grade), I was never truly atheist. For some people, the path of the atheist sticks really well, and forgetting your past orthodoxies is not healthy for proper personal growth. I very much realize that I was an atheist and I understand the mentality I had when I labeled myself as such. The very nature of it is structured and I like structure, which translates into my practice now. However, if you don't remember, although I was an atheist, I was always of the Occult. The "weird" kid that everyone didn't wanna fuck with because they thought I would sacrifice their mother to Satan or something. I would be sitting in playground circles in elementary, meditating in the center of it, and the "duty" would always ask me if I was feeling okay, because I wasn’t interacting with the other children. When recess hit, I chose to stay inside to read and study. I was casting Wiccan spells in 4th grade that I found online, even though at the time I never really understood what it meant. I took on the study of the tarot in 7th-8th grade, even if it was just "for fun." That innate, childhood instinct to be connected with nature and the pursuit of knowledge was so primal. I look back to this day and admire who I was in 4th grade, realizing that I have been on this path my whole life, until I forced myself to contain it, through societal conditioning. For many, it really isn't a discovery of new concept. Not at all. It's more of a confirmation and shines light onto beliefs and perceptions you already had of the world, which I think is very true to you, Initiate, as an individual.
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Like the moon, magick brings illumination into the Night, a time where the world is concealed by the darkness. This is also why people worship the power of the moon and its symbolic significance and power. This is why I label myself as a witch, despite being male. The craft in of itself corresponds greatly with the Divine Feminine energy. The "yin" energy. The passive, underground, yet receptive force that balances the Divine Masculine "yang" of everyday life. Spiritual and Physical. Day and Night. Yin and Yang, if you like. It's beautiful. And as a witch, you're tapping directly into the realm of the Spirit, and being able to balance it to create true equilibrium with your Higher Self. Being a Libra, I have always been very balanced throughout my life. I've always been in touch with my inner feminine energies, which is so helpful in my path. Understanding the power of the feminine energy of this world can truly help you delve deeper into the realm of Spirit. Mother Earth. The Divine Womb, creating life into the material. Magickal Models & Traditions Being a practice as it is, witchcraft branches out into many different models and traditions, varying from culture to culture. However, you may notice that there are many synchronicities, as knowledge comes from observing the primal aspects of nature. For me, I identify myself as an eclectic Pagan witch. This simply means that I take bits and pieces of varying belief systems and make my practice my own. Because I am also a Pantheist, I take the idea of God is the Universe and that everything is truly energetically connected on some level into my life. But this is just me, and I personally recommend the eclectic path to anyone because it allows for so much freedom. I have a strong feeling you and I see eye to eye, but it's okay if you see things differently than me. There are many belief systems in witchcraft that have rigid tradition, and if that resonates with you, go ahead and learn about it and put it into practice.



Let me just give you a short summary of the many traditions I know of: Traditional Witchcraft & Shamanism Traditional witchcraft is one of the oldest forms of magick and takes folk practices of the Olde times into play. Most of my practice is traditional witchcraft, because to me, it is so primal and gives a feeling of oneness and retrospect into the dawn of our world.
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That in of itself is so humbling. This practice is of the time where the witch or witch doctor was a revered member of society, capable of healing and protecting a community from harm by unlocking the secrets of nature's herbs, stones, and sources. Shamanism is very closely related to this, as it uses the olde practices of trancework and calling upon the spirits found in nature to help you with your endeavors. Shamanism also uses the earliest practices of psychedelic spirituality, taking certain herbs to increase vibration in order to more easily travel across the astral and into the realm of the Spirit. Ceremonial Magick This magickal model deals with using powerful and intricate seals and rituals to call upon spirits to do work for you. The Key of Solomon is a very important manuscript of magick used to call upon Biblical angels and Goetic spirits or "demons," attributed to King Solomon. This is not limited to Solomonic practice, and ceremonial techniques can be used to call upon any spirit. Many orders and religions that involve secret societies often use ceremonial magick in their path, most notably Aleister Crowley and the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. This is where the Hollywood image of Satanic cults and conspiracies comes from. Luciferians and daemonolatry, or Theistic practitioners of Satan & demons, often use ceremonial magick in their practice. Not to be confused with LaVeyan Satanism, which is an atheistic philosophy system that I used to follow (and still do to a degree). But the power of ritual is definitely emphasized in ceremonial magick. If the idea and image of long and extensive rituals, and using words of power to call upon forces of great power sounds good to you, then maybe the path of the ceremonial magician is for you. Santeria & Vodou Santeria and Vodou are religions of Caribbean and Haitian origin. They emphasize on working with Pantheons of spirits known as the Orishas (Santeria) or Loas (Vodou) and have a lot of underlying tradition and culture. Often, these practices require a serious initiation process into a House of people under the religion. Many of these Spirits mirror Catholic saints, and practitioners still use the image of the Saints in their practice. Katz is an ordained High Priestess and Santera of her religion. She is a powerful witch and I learned a lot about candle magick from her. Chaos Magick Chaos Magick is a New-Age model for practicing magick. This model of magick views the being as Godlike and you create your own reality. Popular practices in chaos magick is sigilization of intent (which I've shown you) and creation of servitors, or literally creating spirits to do work for you. Sigils are powerful symbols that hold power
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and arguably, the easiest magickal practice there is, in my opinion. You can literally create sigils in class. And I do, which is more productive than just doodling. Chaotes, as they're called, are taught to be extremely flexible in their craft and can incorporate many different, even bizarre, things into their practice. Wicca Diluted religion that is about ponies and rainbows and harming none yet still claiming to be "of nature." lol if you wanna know more about it, Google about it. I view it as almost as bad as Christianity. #srrynotsrry



These are just a few of the ones I've looked into. Believe me, there are so many more traditions than what I wrote above, but if you're interested in other ones, remember that a studious witch is a powerful witch. I encourage you to enjoy the process and allow your intuition to pick out which path is most suitable for you. Manifesting and Communicating with Spirit Invocation I'm gonna just cut the bullshit and basically tell you the differences between the two forms of manifesting spirit. The first is invocation, which is calling upon the energies of a certain spirit and often times bringing them into your vessel and essentially housing them for a little at a time. I don't like to use the "P" word (possession) because there are so many negative connotations with that term, and most of the time, it is the misinformed folk that get their asses spiritually whooped and say that "talking to spirits is bad." Prayer is the most basic form of invocation, and should be used regularly if you wish to pursue a relationship with a particular entity. Your thoughts send a direct message to the particular energy you're trying to work with, so this is how you "talk" to them, which you probably already know. Prayer isn't always associated with worship, however, and is just purely a form of communication with the Divine. When a spirit takes hold of your body, it can range from varying degrees, however, it is essentially channelling and energy work with spirits. There are cases of full control, but often times, especially if it is a spirit you work with or trust, (patron/ancestors/spirit guides) they simply use it to communicate with you on a much more visceral level, often in forms of visions or like "talking" in your head, I believe. Deities may bless you with Divine insight and give you very vivid visions, but it's not as common, as they can already do that in your dreams or even during the day if you're close to them. Watch this video from Mark from AussieWitch90 and he'll discuss how you can also channel certain deities through planetary filters or aspects. It's good. VR - Sun/moon deity - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=723VETOvGcQ
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Evocation This is the form of manifestation that people usually think about when they're discussing "summoning spirits." Evoking spirits, especially in ceremonial magick practices entails summoning spirits in a manifested physical form, outside of the body. I personally wouldn't practice evocation until you're a bit more experienced. A lot of times, the spirit you're working with may not work in your best interest, especially if you don't know how to protect yourself. Always use protection, bro haha. In Hermetic and ceremonial practice, banishings are very important, as they eliminate any and all energies, but also invoking the right energies for you to be more easily noticed by the Astral. Think of it like opening a door that any spirits can walk through. The Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram is a popular ritual used worldwide by many orders, popularized by the Golden Dawn and Aleister Crowley. If you look it up, you can always add it to your grimoire if you want. I haven't because it's not my style, quite honestly. The Key of Solomon and the Goetia is the ceremonial magician's Bible, teaching traditional ways to invoke angels and demons. Mark had an experience with a Goetic spirit named Amdusias and it will show you how powerful these spirits are, especially if they're the ones seeking out a relationship with you. But then again that's usually the case with spirits that seek you out: they're gonna make you experience some crazy ass shit. ALWAYS be respectful when working with spirits. Certain old texts may use words of evocation that include "I command thee, in the name of __." NO. Stop. You don't command spirits. You ask respectfully to work with them. Homework? Watch Mark share his experience with Amdusias: Go awaytia lol - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQCQVW2uyqw



Never stop asking questions! The greatest of learners are engaged in their work and this allows much more rapid understanding. I personally love questions. Whether it be 3 PM or 3 AM, ask and you shall receive.



Blessed be.
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