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Short Description

Remembering a wonderful year with the Sorceress and High Priestess Mireille De Vos, a very skilled and gifted woman in t...



Description


(Order of Nine Angles Philosophy)



Sorcery in the Flanders (1995/6) By Hagur, Hierophant of SPTO



© Copyright August 2013 - Skull Press, Ghent, Belgium



Sorcery in the Flanders (1995/6) Foreword It’s 05.00 am, and I cannot sleep, as many ideas play their part in my mind. I must get up, open my computer and start writing. Last Sunday I found photos taken round about 1994/5 in Ghent during a Paranormal Course, led by the great witch in our area Mireille De Vos. I want to show them to you my dear warriors on the psychic battlefield against the hypocrisy of the Abrahamic Religions, the three of them, I don’t need to enumerate. We have entered the New Age, Aquarius, having just left the age of Pisces, where the characteristics of that sign, which have been imposed by power and hardship in mankind in general for 2000 years and more, are now giving place to those of the sign of Aquarius. All over the world, human society is in a state of flux. The forms of the old order are breaking down rapidly, so that those of the new order today may be built up. The characteristics of Aquarius, the fixed sign of air, are very different from those of Pisces, the mutable sign of water. Aquarius has two ruling planets, Saturn and Uranus. Taken in its highest manifestation, Saturn stands for those things which endure, which have their roots in the very ancient past: the eternal verities, the ancient wisdom of dharma as it is called in the east. Uranus, on the other hand, is the revolutionary, the bringer in of what is new, strange, even bizarre. The influence of these planets working together can be seen in our society today. The believers of the three Abrahamic Religion, the Jews, Christianity and Islam are revolting today against those religious governments, as in the west Christianity, and in the east Islam, today Syria, Egypt, Tunis, and even Turkey, Great bloodshed for the sake of human freedom away from those hypocritical religions. They just had their time. 2



Christianity has to close gradually its doors failing to active membership and leaders; and, so does the Islam today where Islamism was practiced in mass. However, this rapid change unfortunately goes pair with war and bloodshed, thinking about the terrors of the Islamic extremists and terrorists. Also you cannot underestimate fundamentalism in Christianity as the Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre brotherhoods in Catholicism, and the Evangelicals in Protestantism. We have to protect ourselves against them. Religiously, let us say, that the resurgence of the old religion of nature-worship and magick, have its beginning according to records in 1951, when the last antiquated Witchcraft Acts in Britain for instance was finally repealed. This change in the law made it possible for Mr Cecil H. Williamson to open the Museum of Magic and Witchcraft at Castletown, in the Isle of Man. As a Christian in leadership, I started to change with its ups and downs round about 1994/95, and going as such until 2010, when I definitely broke with Christianity. It has been a slow process, the change was not easy. Witchcraft knows eight festivals, and therefore eight important ritual occasions. The pictures presented here were probably taken at the Winter Solstice. I am not seen on the pictures as I took them myself. The paranormal courses were for me a good beginning in the changing process, and embracing Satanism (first Aton Lavey’s philosophy, followed by the Order of the Nine Angles where I am still part of through the Sinister Pathway Triangle Order. © August 2013 SPTO, Gent, Belgium.



3



Short Witchcraft European History Round about the years 1994 to 1996, I interested myself in local sorcery, the more that nearby where I live there was an Occult Bookshop, where I bought my Dutch and French occult books. They also had Occult activities as lectures and courses. I decided to attend the courses where I met an excellent medium and witch Mireille De Vos. Her grand-mother taught her witchcraft, so she has her skillfulness from her. The exaggerated claims of some self-styled even leading witches may be a standing joke to experienced occultists, but she was the fairly sincere young witch to this ancient path, taking her responsibilities with great humour. Here on the photograph she is initiating a new witch to the craft. The purpose of the revival of the Old Western Religion of Witchcraft, and its coming out into the open, is to contribute towards that philosophy of life as part of this Aquarian Age far from the religions of the Piscean Age. However, personally as writer of this album do not believe to make money with the gift, not to provide the people with the material of ego-trips. 4



You have the right to be a Pagan or a Satanist, or anything else truthful, and this guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of which Great Britain and also Belgium, Holland, France, and the United States are signatory. So do not let anyone browbeat you out of it in Flanders land by the fundamentalist Christians (Roman Catholics, certain Old Catholics and Protestants, the Evangelicals). Here is the relevant passage from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as published by the United Nations: Article no. 18: “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or in private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.”
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Archetypal Gods and Goddesses Finally, the archetypal gods and goddesses of the witches in myths and legends are the oldest deities of all, even before the entering of Christianity in Europe. They are the same as those divinities that were real to the folk of the Old Stone Age, who painted them on the walls of their sacred caves. All churchmen in Christianity and even other writers who denounced witchcraft and witches (women and men) as heathenish practices, have described in their literature two deities whom, they say, the witches worshipped in place of the Christian or Abrahamic god (Allah). These are a horned figure, part human and part beast, who sat enthroned at the Sabbaths, dimly lighted by the flames of the ritual bonfire, while the witches danced around him; also by his side, a beautiful naked girl, who was regarded as the Queen of the Sabbath, probably because she represented and impersonated Diana, the goddess of the Moon, or her daughter Aradia. Both of these central figures of the worship who were actually human beings, masked in the case of the horned god figure “Baphomet”, sometimes led the wild and orgiastic dances at certain stated and traditional times of the year, seasonal festivals which were so old that no one could remember the beginning of them. Such are the central features of the witches’ worship, attested to by innumerable hostile witnesses. These divinities, the horned god Baphomet and the naked goddess, can be found among the cave paintings and carvings. The Roman Empire had also their deities, until the reign of Emperor Constantine in the third century. His conversion to Catholicism was political in favour of the Pope, going pair with bloodshed and great misery, like Al Qaeda today and at this moment. Pagans were executed, and their temples confiscated for church purposes. The effigies of gods and goddesses were destroyed and replaced by Mary, the mother of Jesus of Nazareth. She is venerated until this very day, surrounded by myths and legends as found in the Gospels, as the virgin birth of her son being scientifically totally impossible. The image of a horned head (Baphomet) with a light between the horns (the Third Eye or Agna Centre) survives in the secret Tantric worship of mystical India up to this day. In the “Mahanirvana Tantra” which describes the worship of the supreme goddess, Adya Kali, by means of the “Panchatattva” ritual, which includes the offering of wine, meat, fish, grain and sexual intercourse within a consecrated circle, we are told how a male horned animal should be sacrificed to the goddess. The animal is decapitated with one sharp stroke of a sacrificial knife; then severed head, with a light placed on it between the horns, is offered with these words: “The head with the light upon it I offer to the Devi with obeisance.” (Tantra of the Great Liberation (Mahanirvana Tantra.) 6



Before we accuse the Tantrics of cruelty to animals, we should take into account the fact that they believe the sacrificial animal to be released by this act from the bondage of its life as a beast, and enabled to progress into a higher state of existence. A special prayer to this effect is said over the animal before it is killed. It may not be too fanciful to speculate that the sacrificial animal really represents the prehistoric horned deity of pre-Aryan India. Many scholars on the sacred scriptures called Tantras have suggested that they incorporate extremely ancient religious concepts, although in the forms in which we possess them today they have been edited by Brahmins and Buddhists in accordance with their much later ideas.



Myths and Ritual Theories in Witchcraft and Old Satanism No longer practiced, human sacrifice was also practiced in Old Medieval Satanism every seventeenth year as reported by the order of Nine Angles; and in 7



the anthology edited by Robert A. Segal, “The Myth and Ritual Theory”, as old kings becoming useless being killed to be replaced by a younger one. (Publishers Blackwell).(1998, year of my initiation to Satanism.) The worship of the old gods and goddesses has never died; it has merely either gone underground or changed its form. They who would once have been its priests and priestesses, the Christian church in medieval times began to call them witches.



Satanism (not Witchcraft Satanism, in so far as it is genuine and not either a literary invention or an excuse for an orgy at the end of a ritual, seems most certainly to have arisen from oppressiveness of the Roman Catholic Church and later Protestantism, engendering a spirit of revolt. This expressed itself in practical forms, such as the formation of the notorious Hellfire Clubs in Great Britain, or the 8



enthronement of the “Goddess of Reason” (impersonated by a pretty actress) upon the altar of the Cathedral of Notre Dame in revolutionary France. As we have seen above around “sacrifice” (Opfer) the expression of this spirit of revolt took on much darker hues. When it shaded into real black magick, an aberrant mind might conceive the idea of deliberating committing evil deeds, and even ritual murder as described but not practiced by ONA, in order to propitiate that evil power which some religious people believed to be everywhere, counterbalancing and apparently as potent as the power of good The Abrahamic Faiths are blood religions. The Christians claim, “saved by the precious blood of Christ, etc.” But, honestly, this ghastly belief, of sacrifice and so on and forth, has really not very much to do with the old religion of witchcraft. To ascribe the Satan (Satanas/Shaitan) a power co-equal with that of God (Allah) to divide the universe between dual contending forces, is to go back to the ideas and beliefs of Zoroaster, the religious teacher of ancient Persia who flourished about 650-600 B.C. He invented and preached a religion which interpreted the world as an age-long struggle between good and evil, the principle of good being called Ormuzd and that of evil Ahriman. Those of Abrahamic Faiths, mostly the Christians and Muslims who believe in a personal, superhuman Satanas have got themselves into a logical impasse with regard to their own religions. For either God cannot prevent the mischief of Satanas, in which case He is not omnipotent; or else he could do so if He wished, but will not, in which case He is not benevolent Fortunately, as a Philosophical Satanist, going towards Paganism, I am not called to solve this unsolving problem. Remember, God did not create man, but man created God, created religion. I do prefer to look back to our ancient roots before Christianity came to disturb our tranquillity considering more than ever the pagan mysteries as I do in my books, to answer the deep questions of the significance of human life and how it should be lived, not as imposed by the Abrahamic religions. The four Greater Sabbaths of the witches’ year are Candlemas, May Eve, Lammas and Halloween. The four Lesser Sabbaths are the equinoxes and the solstices. These are the natural divisions of the year, and all of them in Northern Europe were celebrated by our pagan Celtic ancestors in Druidic times. Unfortunately, Christianity brought change in this, followed by bloodshed and death in the most dramatic ways, not better than Al Qaeda today. For the worse, history renews itself not for the better but the worse. Today as in those days through the religions we are unsafe. By those fundamental religious fools today, 9



bonfires still blazing from hilltops are described as being “to burn the witches”, but originally they were the witch-fires of the old pagan religion. Our winter solstice festival has its counterpart of the mid-summer bonfire in the traditional Yule Log, though few people today have a fireplace big enough to burn the huge log that was carried in for this purpose in the pagan days. The ashes of the ritual bonfires used to be preserved and scattered over the fields, in the belief that they helped to fertilize the soil and produce better crops.



The festivals are as such: Candlemas (2nd February) taken over by the Catholics; Spring Equinox (circa 21st March); May Eve (30th April); Summer Solstice (circa 21st June); Lammas (1st. August); Autumn Equinox (Circa 21st. September); Halloween (31st. October), greatly feasted today); and the Winter Solstice (circa 21st. December). 10



Summarised, the lunar tides are as follows: Waxing moon: the time of construction, and invoking (the Moon as young girl). Full moon: the time of integration, and perfecting under Mother’s protection. Waning Moon: the time of destruction, banishing (the Moon as old woman) These festivals of immemorial age have been found to be marked upon the very landscape of Northern Europe.



The magick circle is a fundamental requirement of all kinds of occult ceremonial and one of the most ancient. The Magickians of Babylonia and Assyria used magick circles in their rites. Description of their workings have come down to us, together with the name they gave to the magick circle, “usurtu”. They seem to have had a very similar idea of magickal practice to that which prevailed in medieval Europe, namely, that mankind was surrounded by a vast assembly of archetypal spirits, many of whom were dangerous demons; but that 11



these could be controlled by the power of divine names and images. The Assyrian Magickians used powdered lime or flour to outline his circle, and set little images of his gods within it to form a kind of spiritual fortress, exactly as the European magickian of the Middle Ages conceived to be. Instead of using images, however, the ceremonial Magickians who followed the traditions of such adepts as Cornelius Agrippa (1486-1535) and Peter of Abano (1250-1316) inscribed around their circles divine names such as the Tetragrammaton, the four-lettered name of God (Allah) found in the Old Testament. Other names were supplied by the Hebrew Qabalah or Cabbala, the secret tradition of Israel, which was much studied by European occultists, ostensibly for the purpose of converting the Jews, but actually for the magickal secrets it contains. For example, the Cabbalistic word AGLA, often regarded as a word of magickal power, is the initial letters of a sentence in the Hebrew language: “Ateh gibor leolam Adonai, “Thou are mighty for ever, O Lord.”



The High Priestess Mireille De Vos is a most beautiful woman, whom I like to compare with Lady Godiva, riding through the town mounted on a white horse and clad in nothing but her flowing hair, though today a flesh-coloured bikini is sometimes. Most people know the story of Lady Godiva’s naked ride through the streets of Coventry (UK), in order to persuade her hard-hearted husband, Earl Leofric, to remit the oppressive taxes that were burdening the people. Well-known Belgian chocolates (pralines) are called “Godiva”. Mireille the sorceress was a very 12



sweet woman. But, what Godiva and her husband really did for Coventry was to found a monastery there, which raised the status of the place and helped it to grow into a prosperous city that it afterwards became. Hence, the ancient story of a naked lady riding on a white horse came to be told as a Christian legend about an actual benefactress, instead of what it really was, namely the survival of the appearance of the naked goddess of the Old Religion in the person of her priestess. Mireille founded a monastery, but a “coven” for a while in Nazareth near Ghent in the Flanders. There I went once to a Bonfire. The reason for ritual nudity among witches, once again connects with the belief in odic force or animal magnetism, the mysterious borderline energy. Wilhelm Reich believed that the energy he had discovered, orgone energy, was the basic pre-atomic energy which pervades everything. All other energies are modifications of this basic energy. So-called static electricity, according to Reich, is really more related to orgone than it is to the electricity we use for light and power.



No reason to apologise Witchcraft and Satanism do not need, to apologize for involving sex magick. It is the other religions which need to apologize for the miseries of puritanical repression they have inflicted on humanity. I remember when I was about seven in a boarding ran by nuns. I was only allowed to return home every third month for a fortnight or two months during the great vacation. Every Saturday, I was washed up to the navel and from my 13



thighs to my toes. Private parts were left untouched three months, and that was stinking. That was Puritanism in Christianity. It was a sin to see your private parts, and when I was in bed I had to sleep with my both arms crossed on my breast. Returning home, I was just stinking. Luckily, there is today a sexual revolution. People are at last waking up to the fact that they have a right to sexual satisfaction in this life, as there is nothing beyond life. They need not feel guilty about being human beings. I do believe that one of the most important tasks of the Old Religion as well as Satanism in our day is to help to nail the Great Lie of established religions which humanity has been told for so long: namely, that sex is something which was “ordained” solely as a means of procreation within holy matrimony, and nothing else. At least in Roman Catholicism, men could have sex for pleasure with his wife during her monthly returns, as using preservatives was forbidden. If all that was required was the continuation of the species, then the elaborate complex of sexuality, both physical and psychological, would not have been necessary on the part of nature. It is often said today that we are living in a violent society. (We always have done, and history is always returning, however people are more and more noticing it.) What is the root cause of mindless violence? One of the causes, at any rate, is the sheer pressure of natural desire denied its natural satisfaction, especially among the young. In spite of the so-called permissive society, the majority of people of all ages today are not free in a sexual sense. Even when social customs, divorce laws and so on have been relaxed, even when contraception is more freely available than it was before, most people are still imprisoned behind the bars of their own minds. They are still in bondage to the false teaching and illusory concepts of the Abrahamic religions, Christianity in the first place as to sex. However, the bondage is often something the people themselves are not conscious of; it applies even to many who regard themselves as enlightened and progressive.
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Initiation and Grades in Witchcraft There are three grades or degrees in traditional witchcraft. They are, in ascending order of importance: 1. Priest and Witch of the Great Goddess; 2. Witch Queen or, in the case of a male, Magus; and 3. High Priestess or High Priest. The first degree: In the first degree the candidate is led naked, blindfolded and with his hands tied behind his back, into the "Circle of Power". After various occult mutterings from the leader of the coven, the postulant receives the five-fold kiss (on feet, knees, genitals, breast and lips) and forty strokes of the scourge, and takes an oath of secrecy: "I, X. . .., in the presence of the Mighty Ones do of my own free will and accord most solemnly swear that I will ever keep secret and never reveal the secrets of the Art except it be to a proper person, properly prepared, with a Circle such as this. And that I will never deny the secrets of the Art to such a person if he or she be vouched for by a Brother or Sister of the Art. All this I swear by my hopes of a future life mindful that my measure 15



has been taken and may my magical weapons turn against me if I break this my solemn oath." It can safely be said that no oath has so often been broken as this one; for the "secrets of the Art" have been recorded in books, shown on television and described in the popular Press. Following the administration of the oath, the candidate is handed various implements, known as the "working tools of the Art", and has their use explained to him. For example, he is given the athame, a black-hilted knife, the design of which Crowley and Gardner took from the old textbook of magic known as the Key of Solomon, and told that with it he can "form all Magic Circles, dominate, enslave and punish all rebellious spirits and demons and persuade angels and good spirits". Finally, the candidate is informed that he is now "Priest and Witch of the Great Goddess". The second degree: The second degree again incorporates scourging; the aspirant is asked whether he is willing to "suffer and be purified in order to learn", and after he has answered in the affirmative duly receives forty strokes of the scourge. The leader of the coven then states that "in Witchcraft thou must ever give as thou receive, but triple", and the candidate is instructed to administer 120 strokes of the scourge to the initiator. These proceedings being concluded, the "legend of the Goddess" is then either read out aloud or, in some covens, acted as a mystery play. This "legend" is a variant on the classical myth of Persephone and concludes with the words: "There are three great events in the life of Man; Love, Death and Resurrection in a new body. Magic rules them all. For to make Love perfect you must return at the same time and place as the loved one, remember the past and love again." At the end of the reading or play the aspirant is led around the Circle and it is proclaimed to the "Mighty Ones of the Elements" that a new Magus or Witch Queen has been consecrated.
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The third degree: The third degree is centred around ritual sexual intercourse in the Circle between the candidate and the initiator. The rite is of little interest except to voyeurs and in many covens it takes place in symbolic form only. When this latter course is followed, the magic knife (athame) is solemnly dipped into a chalice of wine and the onlookers are informed that "as is the Woman to Man so is the Cup to the Athame". Witchcraft Symbols, Sigils and Signs There are many symbols, or sigils commonly associated with witchcraft. Many have come to be associated with Satanism and vice versa, even though the associations are erroneous and unfounded. Witchcraft Symbols, when charged with the will of the worker, can be a powerful talismans. Witchcraft Symbols are also sometimes used as a sort of shorthand, employed by witches to record spells, rituals, and other information. Listed below are a variety of symbols that are correctly or incorrectly associated with witchcraft. While some are purely satanic sigils or symbols or signs of recent invention and without true significance, we have included them for information purposes only. It is important that we make it clear that Spelwerx does not necessarily endorse many of these meanings, we have only presented them as closely as we can to define popular, modern beliefs. We will refer ourselves to a few of them:
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Inverted Pentagram Used in witchcraft and occult rituals to conjure up evil spirits. Satanists use it two points up and pagans use it one point up. Baphomet Baphomet is a mythical pagan deity that was revived in the 19th century to serve as a figure of Satanism. There is also a longstanding association with Freemasonry, but the Masonic association is dubious in nature as it is believed to be based on an essay by the Viennese Orientalist Joseph Freiherr von Hammer-Purgstall, Mysterium Baphometis revelatum as The Mystery of Baphomet Revealed, which presented an elaborate pseudo history constructed to discredit the Freemasons by linking them with "Templar masons". Pentagram Symbol used in Witchcraft. Represents the elements, earth, wind, fire and water with the spirit surrounding them. Hexagram One of the most potent magickal symbols. Used to work magic.
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Udjat or all-seeing eye One of few symbols referring to Lucifer, whom it is thought will pass judgment. Below the eye is a tear because he mourns for those outside his influence. All-Seeing Eye Believed to be the eye of Lucifer and those who claim control of it have control of world finances. Used in divination, hexes, curses, and psychic control. A symbol of the Illuminati. Tau Cross Symbol of the god Mathras of the Persians and the Aryans of India. To them, Mathras was an "angel of light" or the "heavenly light". It is used in modern Masonry under the symbol of the T-square. Italian Horn Also known as the Unicorn horn and Leprechaun staff. Introduced by the Lord Druids of Scotland and Ireland. It is associated with good luck and good fortune. It is also used to ward off "Maluka" or the "Evil Eye". Some claim it also means satan will take care of your finances. Ankh Symbolizes fertility rites and lust. A spirit of Lust is the power of this union of male /female representations. Also called the Long Life Seal. Upside Down Cross Satanist symbol. Symbolizes mockery and rejection of Jesus. Zodiac Symbols of the zodiac used for the reading of horoscopes. Goat Head Often called the horned goat, goat of Mendes, Baphomet, god of the witches, the scapegoat. 19



Cross of Nero Commonly called the "Peace Sign." Also know as "The Dead Man Rune". It appears on the tombstones of some of Hitler's SS troops. Yin-Yang In Chinese philosophy, two great opposite principles or forces on whose interplay everything depends. Yang is male, light, and positive, Yin is female, dark and negative. Scarab Beetle The dung beetle which is the Egyptian symbol of reincarnation. It is also a symbol of Beelzebub, Lord of the flies (satan). Worn by occultists to show that they have power and as a source of protection. Satanic "S" Represents a lightning bolt that means "Destroyer". In mythology, it was the weapon of Zeus. Worn to have power over others. Also was worn by the feared SS of Nazi Germany. Satanic Cross Upside down question mark that questions the Deity of God. Within the occult it is the representation of the three crown princes: Satan, Belial and Leviathan. Symbolizes complete power under Lucifer. Star and Crescent Represents the moon goddess Dianna and the "son of the morning." White Witchcraft uses it with the star to the left and Satanism turns it in the opposite direction. Horned God Represents the horned god of witchcraft. Pan or Cernunnos.
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Horned Hand The sign of recognition between those in the Occult. When pointed at someone it is meant to place a curse. Witch Sign or Moon Sign Used to salute the rising moon. 666 Biblical: The number of man; the mark of the Beast. Swastika or Sun Wheel An ancient religious symbol used long before Hitler came to power. It was used in Buddhist inscriptions, Celtic monuments and Greek coins. In sun god worship, it is supposed to represent the sun's course in the heavens. Psychic Vampirism Tied to the temple of Psychics, living on the Lifeforce of humans mainly. . Anti Justice The Roman symbol for justice was an axe upright. Being upside-down it represents anti justice or rebellion. Feminists use a double axe upright as a symbol of ancient matriarchy. Black Mass Indicator Indicates a black mass has or will take place. Holy Earth Symbol for mother earth. Also appears as a Hopi medicine wheel and Norse sun symbol. Seal of the Left Hand Path Indicates Black magic and the path to Satanas.
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Labyrinth or Abyss A maze design of bronze age Crete that symbolizes the path of initiation. Spiral Ancient Goddess symbol of universal pattern of growth in nature. A variation with three lines was used by some to represent the biblical number of the beast "666." Blood Ritual Symbol Represents animal and human sacrifices. Sexual Ritual Symbol Used to indicate the place and purpose. Inverted Cross of Satanic Justice If found carved in the chest of a victim, it means the person was a traitor. The vertical line represents man's presence. The horizontal line indicates eternity past and future. The arch represents the inverted world. Ritual Circle Has different meanings to different groups. Protection from evil, symbolic of life cycles or completeness. Nine feet across with a smaller one inside and perhaps a pentagram drawn inside. Sword of Power May be seen upright or upside down with a drop of blood. Used by some Satanists to represent light and darkness. Talisman or Amulet Believed to have magical powers. Usually has a drawing or writing with the name or image of a deity.
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Thaumaturgic Triangle Used for magical purposes in casting of spells and the summoning of demons. Found near ritual sites. Believed to be the door through which the demon will be called. Trident Symbol of enforcement among occult groups. there are many variations. Unincursive Hexagram Designed by Aleister Crowley as the symbol of his Order of the Silver Star, Astrum Argentum or AA. Veve Designs used in Voodoo to summon the various Loa or spirit deities. Symbol for Baron Samadi, Lord of the graveyard and death.



A Coven is the term used to describe a gathering of witches who meet regularly to carry out witchcraft. Witches of modern times may form small covens, but the history of witchcraft and covens is more uncertain. Those who believe that covens did exist in the past centuries back up their claims by providing evidence such as the confessions of witches who were under torture. For example, the 23



earliest reference to the term coven was in 1662 when Isobel Gowdie confessed that in her experience witches met in covens of thirteen. In fact, many witches and experts on witch craft claim that the number thirteen is important because covens have always been groups of thirteen. However there is also evidence that indicates that covens have consisted of any number of witches, from as little as three witches gathering together to the thousands. It may also be of interest to know that in the past, although covens were supposed to be balanced out by both genders, confessions of witches have indicated that men outnumbered the women in some covens. Walburgisnacht in the Flanders In Germany and the Flanders, among witches and other occultists Walburgisnacht, or Walburgis Night, is one of the greatest sabbats celebrating fertility. Walburgisnacht is synonymous with Beltane or May Eve since it is celebrated on April 30 (see Sabbats). Walburgisnacht became associated with St. Walburga, a nun of the Benedictine Order in Wimbourne, England. In Germany, in 751 she entered a double monastery founded by her brothers according to Anglo-Saxon methods. Upon their deaths she became the abbess. She favoured the education of German women. She died in Heidenheim on February 25, 777. Between 870 and 879 her remains were taken to the convent of Eichstatt, which later was named St. Walburga. Her veneration far exceeded the territory in which she lived and served, this was because she always cared for the hungry and victims of the plague. Her relics were sent to Monheim (Bavaria), and Furness, which became a center of her cult in Flanders, and to northern France. By the 9th century "Walburga's oil" was already a sacramental, said capable of miraculous cures. The oil, that is deposited on a stone slab by her relics, still flows yearly from October 12 to February 25, and is collected in small bottles and sent for healings to various parts of the world. Her feast day is May 1. 24



During the Middle Ages Walburgisnacht was thought to be the night of witch revelry throughout Germany, the Low Countries and Scandinavia. This was the one night when witches supposedly mounted their brooms and flew to mountaintops where they carried on wild feasting, dancing, and copulation with the Devil and his demons. Montague Summers observed in The History of Witchcraft and Demonology (1926) "There was not a hill-top in Finland, so the peasant believed, which at midnight on the last day of April was not thronged by demons and sorcerers." This was thought to be especially true on the Broken, in Germany, a dominant peak in the Harz Mountains, which was an infamous site for witch sabbats. The Harz Mountain range is located in a wild region of northern Germany, a suitable setting for witch sabbats, or so believed the local residents in the 18th century. It is mysterious that a festival that became associated with diabolical activities would bear the name of a gentle woman of exceptional holiness. Although many modern Witches and pagans observe this holiday, they attach no diabolic activities to it.
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Thank You for your precious teaching a long time ago.



We drank the wine, and broke the bread, And ate in the Old One’s Name. We linked our hands to make the ring, And laughed and leaped the Sabbath Game.



© Copyright August 2013 - Skull Press, Ghent, Belgium
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