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JURUSAN BAHASA INGGRIS FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH MALANG BAB I INTRODUCTION



Language is not an abstract construction of the learned, or of dictionary-makers,but is something arising out of the work, needs, ties, joys, affections, tastes,of long generations of humanity, and has its bases broad and low, close to the ground (walt whiltman). In term of linguistic, speech communities has been become broadly existed in our society. This includes human capabilities about how far the understanding of a language used in a certain area or group to socialize and interact to each other. Society language demands more to an informal language rather than formal language. This include slang, jargon and argot. Slang is something that nearly everyone uses and recognizes, but nobody can define precisely. It is more metaphorical, playful, elliptical, vivid, and shorter-lived than ordinary language. The use of slang has introduced many new words into the language by recombining old words into new meanings to create a acceptable language in society. Slang is universal. It is found in all languages and all time periods. It varies from region to region, and from past to present. Slang meets a variety of social needs and rather than a corruption of the language, it is yet further evidence of the creativity of the human language user. Jargon and argot is one of the other differences of language society in term linguistic, this term basically used to mean the words to explicit the meaning in order to express one person’s or one group’s purpose, also to identify themselves with persons with whom they share interests. Generally speaking, jargon, in its most positive light, can be seen as professional, efficient shorthand. The word "jargon" can be traced to 14th century Old French, but the actual origin is unknown. “Jargon” is derived from the fourteenth century term for “twittering or warbling of birds,” which in turn has the root ‘garg’ from which also stem such words as “gargle,” and



“gurgle.” The original meaning was “to make a twittering noise or sound,”but by modern standards, it has three derivations. One current or modern definition of jargon is “an outlandish, technical language of a particular profession, group, or trade.” Another meaning is “unintelligible writing or talk.” Yet another definition is “specific dialects resulting from a mixture of several languages.” Since the reoccurring problem with jargon is that only a few people may understand the actual terminology used by different groups, this may explain its origin from “twittering” which, of course, would be misunderstood by most people. However, a jargonaut, one who studies jargon, may claim that jargon was invented simply as a professional shorthand, developed out of convenience rather than intentional trickiness. This language variety has been a common language society from centuries for people in a certain area to be accepted for many factors for human needs as a social creatures. Human needs to socialize to maintain their priority of communication among people. In this paper, we would like to discuss the language variety that consists of slang, jargon and argot to give us the understanding more about the variety of language. As stated above, communication has been one of the most important thing for human to understand each other and share our knowledge through many variety of languages and cultures.



BAB II DISCUSSION A. SLANG A.1 History of Slang During the Middle Ages, certain writers such as Chaucer, William Caxton, and William of Malmesbury represented the regional differences in pronunciations and dialects. The different dialects and the different pronunciations represented the first meaning for the term “slang.” However, our present-day meaning for slang did not begin forming until the 16th or 17th century. The English Criminal Cant developed in the 16th century. The English Criminal Cant was a new kind of speech used by criminals and cheats, meaning it developed mostly in saloons and gambling houses. The English Criminal Cant was at first believed to be foreign, meaning scholars thought that it had either originated in Romania or had a relationship to French. The English Criminal Cant was slow developing. In fact, out of the four million people who spoke English, only about ten thousand spoke the English Criminal Cant. By the end of the 16th century this new style of speaking was considered to be a language “without reason or order” (Thorne 23). During the 18th century schoolmasters taught pupils to believe that the English Criminal Cant (which by this time had developed into slang) was not the correct usage of English and slang was considered to be taboo. A.2 Definition Slang is the use of informal words and expressions that are not considered standard in the speaker's language or dialect but are considered more acceptable when used socially. Slang is often to be found in areas of the lexicon that refer to things considered taboo (see



euphemism). It is often used to identify with one's peers and, although it may be common among young people, it is used by people of all ages and social groups.



A.3 Example 1 What the hell are you doing? This word used when someone feel angry with others. The words “hell” has no meaning. 2 You’re bubbling! Shut up! 3 Bloody : used when someone disappointed with others. 4 I’m stuck on her : means I love her very much 5 He looks like shit ; he looks dirty 6 Son of a bitch : has no meaning, this word used when someone angry with others 7 I need to piss : I need to pee 8 Don’t give me that shit : make someone to stop talking Example of Slang in Indonesia 1. GR ( Ge –er) 2. Brondong 3. Sangar 4. Jaim 5. Etc



A.4 The fact of slang 1. Slang found in words, not in grammar When people talk about Slang, they usually mean words, not grammar or pronunciation. This is more or less the correct view. Still, we often talk about Slang language which is not accurate. Every language contains both a vocabulary and a grammar. English is a language but slang is not. Likewise, it is linguistically incorrect to talk about the language of students, lawyers, thieves and so on. However, here and there in the book we shall talk about language in this technically incorrect way. There are not many alternative expressions to use. There are dozens of slang dictionaries for the English language. But there is not one grammar of English slang. Could there be such a grammar? Probably not. There are



perhaps a handful of features which could be regarded as typical of slang grammar, but they are very few compared to the enormous number of words belonging to slang. Hence, slang is first and foremost a question of vocabulary.



2. Slang is not dialect When we are talking about slang, we talk about general phenomenon common to the whole language community. We can talk about English slang and French slang. Sometimes British, American, and Australian slang are seen as separate even though the common language (English ) is almost the same. Dialects are restricted to one region or social class within the language community. This is not necessarily the case with slang. Of course, there are differences in slang between different localities. There are many regional and social differences in slang. Some slang items, such as whistle (suit) in Cockney, are restricted to a regional dialect, while others are confined to a social class: tosh (nonsense), for instance, is probably mostly used by upper-class people. Other slang items, such as knackered (tired) in Britain, can be found in all regions.



3. Slang typical of informal situation



This is rather self-evident. The formality of language, as we saw above, is tied to the situation. Slang is far more out of place or shocking at the Queen’s dinner table than in the locker-room. The formality of situation is not fixed once and for all, but its changes through time and from one place to another. The relationship between student and professor is an example of one situation. As far as we can judge from our experience, this situation is more formal in Britain than in the United States. But in both places this situation has become less formal since the late 1960s. (There are a few lasting results of the student revolt in 1968).



B. JARGON B.1 History of Jargon



The philosophe Condillac observed in 1782 that "Every science requires a special language because every science has its own ideas." As a rationalist member of the Enlightenment he continued, "It seems that one ought to begin by composing this language, but people begin by speaking and writing and the language remains to be composed." In earlier times, the term jargon would refer to trade languages used by people who spoke different native tongues to communicate, such as the Chinook Jargon. In other words, the term covers the language used by people who work in a particular area or who have a common interest. Much like slang,it can develop as a kind of short-hand, to express ideas that are frequently discussed between members of a group, though it can also be developed deliberately using chosen terms. A standard term may be given a more precise or unique usage among practitioners of a field. In many cases this causes a barrier to communication with those not familiar with the language of the field. As an example, the words RAM, bit, byte, CPU, and hexadecimal are jargon terms related to computing.



B.2 Definition Jargon is TERMINOLOGY which is especially defined in relationship to a specific activity, profession, group, or event. Another meaning is “unintelligible writing or talk.” Jargon, on the other hand, is “technical talk.” As stated earlier, it may be used as a barrier to keep outsiders from understanding something, but not always. B.3 Example Example of Jargon in Indonesia •



Budayakan antri



•



Pria punya selera



•



Hidup-hidupilah Muhammadiyah , dan jangan mencari hidup di Muhammadiyah.



B.4 Who use jargon



Jargon is commonly used by groups that have a similar interest, like trades and/or professions. However, it can be used by people involved in sports or other casual groups. Most people associate jargon with the medical or law professions rather than everyday conversations. People may use jargon to leave an impression of intelligence or to confuse a person. B.5 Advantage of using jargon Jargon is here, and it is not going anywhere. According to Peter Ives, “For those who use it, it is a language which describes the world in which we live.” The occupations of today almost demand their own jargon. Jargon is an aspect of everyone’s life in some way be it a job, a hobby, or a sport. Jargon is a way for groups in society to have their own specific language. There are advantages and disadvantages for using jargon. People usually tend to focus on the disadvantages. Using jargon can be fun, and it can be an advantageous. For instance, Jargon can give a person a sense of belonging to a specific group. Today’s society loves to show off and using jargon is a way for people to do this. Jargon can also make it easier for a person to communicate with their fellow employees and/or their friends. For example, someone going for a job interview at a bank or financial institution, would use banking terminology, thus banking jargon to show their expertise in the field. B.6 Disadvantage of using jargon Using jargon can also be a disadvantage. Jargon can leave someone feeling excluded from a conversation. The military, advertising, teachers, and politicians have all been criticized for using jargon. Using jargon in these four areas leaves people wondering if they have a hidden agenda. Jargon can be a good thing as long as it is not abused. It is easy to just slip into a jargon of your own making it difficult for other people to understand what is being said. According to Peter Ives, “After all, jargon is only jargon for those who don’t use it.” C. ARGOT C.1 History of Argot The author Victor Hugo was one of the first to research argot extensively. He describes it in his novel, Les Misérables, as the language of the dark; at one point, he says, "What is argot; properly speaking? Argot is the language of misery."



The earliest known record of argot was in a 1628 document. The word was probably derived from the contemporary name, les argotiers, given to a group of thieves at that time. Under the strictest definition, an argot is a proper language, with its own grammar and style. But, such complete secret languages are rare, because the speakers usually have some public language in common, on which the argot is largely based. Argots are mainly versions of other languages with a part of its vocabulary replaced by words unknown to the larger public. For example, the term is used to describe systems such as verlan and louchébem, which retain French syntax and apply transformations only to individual words (and often only to a certain subset of words, such as nouns, or semantic content words). Such systems are examples of argots à clef, or "coded argots."



C.2 Definition An Argot is a secret language used by various group including, but not limited to, thieves and other criminals to prevent outsiders from understanding their conversations. The term argot is also used to refer to the informal specialized vocabulary from a particular field of study, hobby, job, sport, etc. C.3 Example “I was obsessed by public lavatories – “cottages” or “tea-rooms” in the gay argot that was so very far from gay.” (Erotica and exotica,Sunday times)By james kirkup Lavatory means the place for making love tea room means smooking room C.4 Why people use argot Actually people use this kind variety of language ( argot) are to prevent outsider being aware of what the community of this argot intend to do in order to keep their purpose without being noticed. D. CONCLUSSION From the analysis we have made, we finally come to a conclusion that the slang, jargon and argot are used by people to express their style of language to be more acceptable and easy to



understand to certain community. This phenomenon often happen in our society without being aware of people who use this variety of language, we are often familiar with the language but we sometimes do not realize that it is a kind of variety of language existed in our society. The conclusion stated as below. Slang is a term of language of people use in their communication to interact with each other in a certain community. Even if it is a taboo thing, people keep using it to express their comfort to talk or communicate with other. Jargon is one of them that people use in a profession, group or event which means this variety of language is used to slip meaning inside the language made by a personal or group to make it as their standard written or spoken language for them. Argot is one of a thing used for people to keep their purpose in a highly classified words, so that no one knows the meaning itself. On the other hand, those varieties of language will never be separated from people society. People always use the variety of language based on their mindset, way of thinking, and culture. Those varieties of language differs one to another related to what they need and what they think, that is why those variety of language exist in a society.



REFERENCE http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jargon http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argot Http://www.slangsite.com
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