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THE SALAH OF SAHIB AL-FAYDAH SHAYKH-AL-ISLAM AL-HAJJ IBRAHIM NIASSE (RA)



Compiled by Imam Fakhruddin Owaisi al-Madani al-Tijani (Cape Town, South Africa)
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                    ! "#   $%  & ' QUESTION: Assalamu Alaykum Would you be able to teach me how to read Salah in accordance to what our master Shaykh-al-Islam Ibrahim Niasse (RA) taught?



ANSWER: Wa Alaykum As-Salam, Indeed, Salah is the most important pillar of Islam. It is the foundation of Shari'ah, basis of Tariqah and protection of Haqiqah. The sign of Ma'rifah. There is no Faith without Prayer. Sahib al-Faydah Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) says in his Diwan entitled Manasik Ahl al-Widad:



 آاك   در  " ! ة  ن أ# Likewise we pray! For we do not know of any Religion that has no prayer in it. For the matter is greater! Our Muhammadan Salats (Fajr, Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib and Esha) are the best form of worship ever prescribed for Mankind. Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) says in his final compiled Diwan entitled Sayr al-Qalb (Journey of the Heart):



ى% &ت روح آة و ه+ &و ه , ! م.  أو/0 ًا.2 ً3ا+% !آ4  /5 6. 7 ,ب و ا9! و ا.:4ى ا% 5 !:%  ا; أو اك% هك , !, = 6و ? و And is there any food for the Soul like the Salat? And is there anything that can match the Wudu and the Sawm in purifying you?
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I advise you to perform that Salah and bow down in humility Indeed, you shall achieve the proximity and purity (from Allah) There, you shall see Him, or He shall see you, so stop existing! And keep quiet! Beware! Do not speak! Beware and desist from speaking!



Salah is nothing but Muhammad (SAW). The Complete Arif sees the Manifestation of God's Hahut, Lahut, Jabarut, Malakut and Nasut in the Sirr (innermost being), Ruh (spirit), Aql (mind), Qalb (heart) and Nafs (self) of Muhammad (SAW) taking place in the Five Daily Prayers. And this is reflected in us through the mirror of Hadrat al-Khatm al-Katm. Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) says in his Diwan called Tib al-Anfas, counting ALLAH's Blessings on him, considering performing the Salat as one of those blessings:



ً 2< @A@ و اA ا. 6آ B ها اC @# @ وA ِAnd from it is my gaining of the FIVE (hadarat) and the Five (maqamat) and performing the Five (arkan) and the Five (salats)! How blessed is this writer! If nothing else, the SALAH is the platform in which we recite the sacred Word of God. Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) would recite the entire Qur'an al-Karim just in the night prayers. He (RA) says in his Diwan entitled Taysir al-Wusul:



?54 آ+ % أE اFG7 و إ  دهي أطEل ا+L رMN و ;! و ود.O5 5 ر: P,Q هFى اF ً أEل ا+Lإ ر 4 G ".G و اEل ا+L ر.د ف+0 امQ" ا.G5 م و+ ! و إ.دًا راآ+[L  BT4 > هF اN ذا درU 7 I am satisfied with my Rabb (Allah) and the Hanifiyyah (Islam) is my way My Imam is Rasul-Allah (SAW), I will never turn away from that My guide is Rasul-Allah (SAW), and the Bayt (Ka'bah) is my Qiblah We fast and we make Tawaf (circambulate) around Holy House (Ka'bah) We pray, making Ruku (bowing) and Sujud (prostrating) On this we have always lived and practiced, and will not be tired Indeed, the first thing Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) did in his Medina was to establish the Mosque facing Makkah, and appoint its Imam, Saydi Ali Cisse (RA). Besides the Jumu'ah and Eids, Shaykh Ibrahim Niasse (RA) would perform all 5 Prayers behind Saydi Ali Cisse (RA)! Our Ustadh Shaykh Baye Haiba of Mauritania told me that his father told him that once they were sitting in the Mosque with Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) waiting for Saydi Ali Cisse (RA) to come and lead the Salah, however he was quite delayed. Sitting in the gathering was also a young Hassan Cisse (RA) who had just come from the UK, wearing a suit and a tie. So Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) pointed to him to go forward and lead the Salah!
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At that moment, some of the other Muqaddams sitting with Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) became a bit surprised that a young man wearing a suit and tie should lead them in Prayer. So Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) looked at them and recited the following couplet by Imam al-Shafi'i (RA):



?37 مW 5 @F C إذا اء &.N ?F% سG &: If a person does not tarnish his reputation with foul behaviour then every dress he wears is beautiful!!! Mawlana Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijani (RA) would also seldom lead the Prayer himself, and usually had Sidi Muhammad al-Mishri (RA) and Mawlay Muhammad bin Abi-n-Nasr (RA) lead the Prayer for him. Sometimes, he would also ask the Khalifah and Qutb Sidi Ali alTamasini (RA) to lead the Prayer, when he would be visiting from Algeria. When some murids from Fez complained to Sayyidna Shaykh (RA) that Sidi Ali al-Tamasini (RA) does not pronounce certain Qur'anic Words very accurately, the Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) replied to them:



+G9 ?. 7 ح+4, اB # ? ! واة. 7 ح+4, &Nر "He is a man who is Opened Up! And Prayer behind an Opened Up person is always accepted" (See Kashf al-Hijab by Shaykh Ahmad Sukayrij) Like Sayyiduna Rasul-Allah (SAW), the last prayer of Sayyidna Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) was Fajr. The last prayer of Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) was Asr. The last prayer of Shaykh Hassan (RA) was Esha. Shaykh Hassan (RA) informed us that when Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) was bedridden in the St Thomas hospital in London during his last days, he (RA) still performed the Prayers with his eyes and fingers. When Shaykh Hassan (RA) saw him in this condition, he reminded him (RA) about the Maliki opinion that if a person is so sick that he can’t sit up anymore, then the Prayer is not necessary upon him. So Shaykh ibrahim (RA) said: "Yes, I am very much aware of that Maliki opinion, but we are also Tijanis and that puts extra responsibility on us" So he (RA) performed the Salahs and Wirds on his hospital bed till his last breath. Establishing Mosques and praying in them is a well-known Tijani practice. In fact, it is a sign of Iman as the Master of Existence (SAW) stated:



إذا رأ ا  د ا  وا  ن "If you see a man frequenting the Mosques, then testify to his Iman" (Narrated by Tirmidhi) The Prophet (SAW) also informed us that such a person will be from the few who will be shaded by ALLAH on the Day in which there will be no other Shade but His Shade.
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We should pray in the Mosques regardless of who leads the Salah, as long as they don’t openly slander the Shaykh al-Tijani (RA). If they do, then we can’t pray behind them anymore. I recall once in the Majlis of Shaykh Hassan Cisse (RA), a Mauritanian Shaykh was telling him of a personal incident where it was time for Salah and the people made a munkir (denier) lead the Prayers, so he refused to pray behind him, and prayed on his own. Upon hearing the story, Shaykh Hassan (RA) told the Mauritanian: "You could have prayed behind him. Prayer is Prayer". It is also narrated that once, one Alim from Mauritania was visiting Baye (RA) in Kaolack, so when the time for Prayer came, Baye (RA) asked him to lead the Prayer. However, the Mauritanian talibes became a bit unhappy with this, saying: "Back in Mauritania, this Alim is an enemy of the Tijani Faydah." Upon hearing that, Saydi Ali Cisse (RA) said to them: "For me it is enough that Baye has put him forward." And then he proceeded to join the Prayer, and they all followed!



The Salah of Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) So you asked HOW Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) prayed??? Inwardly, he was the complete 'Abd (Slave of Allah) and his whole being was enslaved by the Being of Allah. He said:



 ه.a 4T C ./bة اVQ اFG7 و إ "And I am the Slave of the Divine Presence, and was never enslaved by anyone but it" (See the Jawahir al-Rasa'il of Baye, Part 1) This complete enslavement is only possible when one's being is non-existent, and none is witnessed but the Truly Existent and His Actions. Prayer, then, is nothing but an implementation of His Eternal Command. We own nothing of it. It is but His Mercy. Baye (RA) says in his Diwan entitled Nur al-Haqq:



=cd+ =d أC [<  و+5 =c9Q اU G% م+ C& آV,5 ً .% E ً> أذآ اe4أ إ =c ذاG%   ء إنCd  و I do not rely on my Fasts and Pilgrimages (though I practice them!) My Reliance is on the Grace of the Generous One on the Day of Resurrection I pray and praise Him, in obedience of His Command And there is really nothing (but Him), in the eyes of the Knower who has tasted You asked about how Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) performed the Salah? Know that in the outward aspects of the Salah, Shaykh Ibrahim Niasse (RA) was generally a follower of the Maliki madh-hab, as are all Senegalese and most African Muslims. 6



However, in certain matters, he exercised Ijtihad and practiced that which was the most preferred practice of the Rasul (SAW), even if it went against the Maliki madh-hab. Some of these preferred Sunnah practices he emphasized upon were: 1- Folding the hands in Salah, right on left, instead of leaving them by the sides. 2- Putting the hand on the chest (but not too high like some people). 3- Reciting the Basmalah loudly before the Fatihah. 4- Joining the Basmalah with the Fatihah without any break. 5- Saying Ameen loudly, as opposed to the Malikis (but not screaming). 6- Raising the Arms (Raf‘ al-Yadayn) before going to Ruku. 7- Raising the Arms (Raf‘ al-Yadayn) after getting up from Ruku. 8- Raising the Tashahhud finger during the final sitting and keeping it raised till the end of the Salah (without wiggling it though). 9- Making two Salams instead of the standard one Salam of the Malikis. Most of this is mentioned in Baye's book on the fiqh of Prayer called, Raf' al-Malam. Point 8 was also mentioned by Baye (RA) to his beloved Mauritanian Khalifah Sidi alShaykhan al-Alawi (RA) when he had asked him: "How did the Prophet (SAW) keep his finger in the Tashahhud?" So Baye (RA) answered him and also said: "I am so happy that you asked me this, as everyone else just asks me for money." (See the Biography of al-Shaykhan by his son) Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) mentioned clearly that he prays the way his beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW) prayed. He states in his Diwan entitled Manasik Ahl al-Widad:



ًاFQ ى+/ C.اه5 إ6و ذ f+ .a ن+:د ا+Nو أ و ً.  G آ آن ا f,9 &.GL +,9 م آا+ ?\ اF 9G > =, و fG4 ا/ اgQ آgQ For it is that Ibrahim passionately loves Muhammad from a time when the Universe was not yet in existence We pray the way the Prophet (SAW) used to pray We fast in the same manner following the way of the Master And we spend (in Charity) and leave behind nothing, seeking his Path We make the pilgrimage as the Hashemite made it 7



And he (RA) stated also in the same Diwan:



FQ &,5 +, &ى آ% . ?.ي إh..% و ? و ه You will see all my actions are per the actions of Muhammad (SAW) And my state and consciousness point to him as well For my gathering and my authority are for the Love of Muhammad (SAW) And my dealings are in him only, so will I be at loss?! I see everything but Allah as false And victory is only from Him, and He is the Granter of victory Before Baye Niasse (RA), Mawlana Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijani (RA) had also went against certain Maliki practices in preference of the most perfect Muhammadan Sunnah. The great Shaykh Abu-Bakr Atiq (RA) mentioned that the Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) had even prayed with Qabd (folding hands) in Algeria. On the whole, Shaykh Ahmad Tijani (RA) and Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) were Malikis, as all Sunni Muslims must belong to one of the Four madh-habs. They did not break this rule. As for us murids/talibes; we are not all required to become Malikis in order to be good Tijanis. Our Shaykhs have stated the opposite of that. There are hundreds of thousands of Tijanis in Indonesia who are Shafi'i. Others are Hanafi. However, we Tijanis should indeed follow our Masters in their unique choices, even if it goes against our practiced madh-hab. For example, Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) strongly recommended us to recite the Basmalah loudly before the Fatihah. This is against the Maliki and Hanafi madh-habs, but we have to follow it. Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) ordered his (mostly Maliki) followers to pray with folded hands, so Maliki Tijanis have to do it, even if it goes against the Maliki madh-hab. Indeed, when Baye (RA) was ordered by Allah (SWT), Rasul (SAW) and Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) to order the people to pray with folded hands, many people in West Africa fought him. They said to him: "But your father (RA) prayed with open arms???" He (RA) replied: "Al-Humduli'Llah! Allah has not ordered us to follow anyone absolutely but the Prophet (SAW)". 8



Also, when someone said: "But Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) is narrated to have prayed with open arms too?" Baye (RA) replied: "We take the Tariqah from Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) and we don’t go an inch against him. But, we take the Shari'ah from Rasul-Allah (SAW)." As Shaykh Mahy Cisse told me, Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) also wished to pray Qabd but was not given the permission then as he had other affairs to see to, as well as the fact that his following in Fas and Morocco was not large enough to bring about such a major change. Everything has a time, and it is the Shaykh al-Tijani (RA) who ordered Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) to revive this Sunnah among the Malikis. Other Maliki saints and scholars who also folded their hands (in opposition to the madh-hab) include Imam Ibn Abd-al-Barr, Sidi Ahmad bin Idris, Sidi Muhammad bin Ali al-Sanusi, the Kattani Ulama, the Ghumari Shaykhs, and many others. Know here that Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) was an accomplished and consummate scholar of Quran and Sunnah with all their derived sciences, a Mujtahid. He himself stated:



 /. C/ أFN+ > وTب وا4:ه ا2  اA. نA.   أنC 7ا 2Q ر, >[ و4 ا.\! اG  اA.و "And know that I have two Shaykhs: My Shaykh in the Zahir (outward sciences of the Deen) is the Quran and Sunnah, and there is none who understands them better than me (today). And my Shaykh in the Batin (inward sciences of the Deen) is the Shaykh al-Tijani, and he is not absent from me for a moment". Indeed, the Ulama of the esteemed al-Azhar Universty of Cairo granted Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) the title "Shaykh-al-Islam", and made him the first African scholar to lead the Prayers at the esteemed Azhar University. Furthermore without doubt, Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) had reached the highest level of Qutbaniyyah, i.e. he was the Ghawth of his era. And the Ghawth is not obligated to stick to any particular madh-hab in all its details, as the Ghawth Sidi Abd-al-Aziz al-Dabbagh (RA) cleared stated in the Ibriz. Sidi al-Dabbagh (RA) wrote:



+ و، M ! ااهMه5 Fّ.94 > و، اب+= وا ّ Q? ف ا. 7 ح+4, ا ّ +ن ا ّ  أ، E ا6 َ 9ّ و، C 7ا ?. 7 E اUّ ّ G? ا7 M.R >  اي+ > وهB. وآ، ء ا. 
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