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Short Description

Rainforests - School children activities. The authors have done a great job...



Description


Concepts •



• • • • • • • • • •



 Amazon Rain Forest  Australian Rain Forest  African Rain Forest Canopy Central American Rain Forest Conservation Destruction Deforestation Emergent Layers Endangered Equator



Forest Floor •  Habitat •  Humid •  Temperate •  Tropical •  Understory • Rain Forest • Southern Asian Rain Forest •  Species •



Objectives The second grade student will: Demonstrate knowledge of the four layers of the Rain Forest and the characteristics of each layer through the construction of their flip books. •



• Correctly locate the Rain Forests discussed in class through completion of the map worksheet. Use proper resources to locate information that answers the questions generated in the KWL chart. •



• Show knowledge of the ecosystem and the climate of the Rain Forest through the assessment of journal entries. • Show their understanding of Rain Forest animals through their role play activity.



Objectives (continued) The second grade student will: •



•



•



•



•



Take on the role of an endangered animal and create illustrations and a story from that animal’s point of view. Gain an understanding on the cultures of the Rain Forest through the viewing of an informational video. Compose articles highlighting the methods, reasons, and effects of destruction. Write an error-free letter to their parents/guardians reflecting on their knowledge of the Rain Forest. Exercise measuring skills through the creation of Rain Forest snacks.



 Activities



Materials Required • Natur Nature’ e’s s Gree Green n Umb Umbrel rella la:: Tro Tropic pical al Ra Rain in Fore Forest st by  by Gail Gibbons • One Day in the Tropical Rain Forest by Jean Craighead George • 9” x 12” 12” sh sheet eets s of of whi white te pap paper er (2 per stu stude dent) nt) • Paper towel roll (1 per student) • Beans, beads, seeds • Writing utensil • Writing paper • Chart paper • Stick pins • Crayons • Markers



Materials Required (continued) • • • • • • • • • •



Seeds (carrot, bean, or passion flower) Tropical house plants Heat Lamp Plastic Bottles Journals Rulers Soil Construction Paper (various colors) Yarn Magazines (with pictures)



Day 1: The Layers •



Students will listen to the book Nature’s Green Umbrella:Tropical Umbrella:Trop ical Rain Forest by by Gail Gail Gibbons. Gibbons. After a discussion about the layers of life in the Rain Forest (emergent, canopy, understory, and forest floor) students will create a flip book of the layers using two 9”x12” sheets of white paper. The students will name, illustrate, and write the characteristic characteristics s of each level.



Day 2: The Location • The students will create a KWL chart highlighting what they already know about the Rain Forest and what they would like to know. Students will then mark the locations of the Rain Forests on their individual maps as the teacher presents the locations to the students using the overhead projector.



Day 3: Researching the Rain Forest • Class discussion will review the KWL chart and the information that we would like to know. Students will then perform research to find answers to their questions.



Day 4: The Climate • In groups students will create Rain Forest Terrariums using plastic pop bottles, seeds, tropical house plants, and soil. The terrariums will be stored under a heat lamp in the classroom. Students will record the growth of the plants in their journals.



Day 5: The Animals • Students will listen to the story Rainforest  Animals by Paul Hess. After class discussion the students will view the video Rainforest for Children: Animals of the Rainforest. Students will create animals masks using construction paper, yarn, crayons, and magazine pictures. Students will then role play the relationship of the animals in the Rain Forest.



Day 6: Endangered Animals •  After the reading reading of the the book The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest, the students will write a story as if they were one of the endangered animals in the Rain Forest. Students will then provide illustrations for their story. These stories will then be gathered to form a classroom book on endangered animals.



Day 7: People and Culture • Students will create a rainstick using paper towel rolls, stick pins, and various beans, beads, and seeds. Students will then participate in the creation of different rhythms using their rainstick.



Day 8: Destruction •  After a discussion on the destruction of the Rain Forest, students will form groups to compose articles related to the importance of saving the Rain Forest. These articles may then be published through a school or local paper.



Day 9:The Conclusion •



Students will listen to the book One Day in the Tropical Rain Forest by Jean Craighead George. After a discussion of the story, the teacher will guide the students through the completion of the KWL chart and create a semantic map of ideas about the Rain Forest unit. The students will then use the 5-step writing process to write letters to their parents/guardians parents/guardian s telling them what they learned during our unit of study.



Day 10: Rain Forest Party • Students will prepare Rain Forest Mix and Forest Punch for the party. During the party the students will then entertain their parents with Rain Forest songs, activities, and artwork created throughout the unit.



Evaluation



Evaluation (page 1) • Which is not one of the layers of life in the Rain Forest?  A. Canopy B. Emergent Layers C. Greenery D. Forest Floor •



Which is the largest Rain Forest?  A. Amazon Rain Forest B. American Rain Forest C. Australian Rain Forest D. African Rain Forest



Evaluation (page 2) • Which is not an animal native to the Rain Forest?  A. Anaconda B. Blue Jeans Frog C. Ostrich D. Salt Water Crocodile •



 Which is an endangered animal found in the Rain Forest?  A. Kangaroo B. Hippopotamus C. Jaguar D. Mountain Lion



Evaluation (page 3) • The people of the Rain Forest _______.  A. shop at Meijer B. ski in the mountains C. are hunters and gatherers D. drive fast cars True/False People of the Rain Forest live in houses with no walls. TRUE FALSE Destruction of the Rain Forest has no negative impact on the environment. TRUE FALSE •



•



Evaluation (page 4) Short Answer • What system did the creation of our terrariums illustrate? What happened in the terrarium?



•



 ______________________________________________   ___________________________________ ___________   ___________________________________  ________________ ______________________________  ___________   ___________________________________  ________________ ______________________________ ___________ What are two causes for the destruction of the Rain Forest and why are these done?  ______________________________________________   ___________________________________ ___________   ___________________________________  ________________ ______________________________  ___________   ___________________________________  ________________ ______________________________ ___________



Resources



Teacher References



Teacher References Exploring the Rain Forest: Science Activities for Kids by Anthony D. Fredericks, 1996 • Crafts for Kids Who Are Wild about Rainforests by Kathy Ross, 1997 • Rainforest: Technology at Work in the Classroom by Visions Technology in Education • Rainforest: Interactive Geography Kit  by Robin •



Bernard



Student Resources



Student Resources •



•



•



•



•



Rainforest Animals by Paul Hess, 2001 The Great Kapok Kapo k Tree: Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest by Lynne Cherry, 1990 The Remarka Remarkable ble Rainforest: An Active-Learning Book for for Kids by Toni Albert, 1996 A Walk in the Rainfores Rainforestt by Kristin Joy Pratt, 1992 The Shaman’s Sha man’s Apprentice: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Ra in Forest by Lynne Cherry, 1998



Student Resources



(continued)



• Rainforest Art Sponges -Art sponges in Rain Forest related shapes. •



 African Animal Puppets -Puppets of exotic animals.



•



Endangered Animal Puzzles -Puzzles featuring pictures of endangered animals.



•



Rain Forest Felt Set



-Rain Forest storyboard with flannel pieces. •



Rainstick -Tribal instrument



Media Resources



Media Resources- Books • In the Rain Forest (Magic School Bus) by Eva Moore, 2001 • Tropical Rain Forest by Donald Silver, 1998 •  Animals of the Rain Forest Forest by Steve Steve Savage, 1999 1999 • Rain Forests (Magic Tree House Research Guide) by Will Osborne, 2001 • The Rain Forest (First Discovery Books) by Rene Mettler, 1994 • In the Rain Forest: A Nature N ature Trail Book by Maurice Pledger, 1999 • Welcome to the Green House by Jane Yolen, 1993 • The Rain Forest (Look Who Lives In) by Alan Baker, 1999 • Na Natu ture re’s ’s Gre Green en Um Umbr brel ella la:: Trop Tropic ical al Ra Rain in For Fores ests ts by  by Gail Gibbons, 1994  by Claire Llewellyn, • I Di Didn dn’t ’t Kn Know ow Tha Thatt So Some me Pl Plan ants ts Gr Grow ow in Mi Mida dair  ir  by 1998 • Here is the Tropical Rain Forest by Madeleine Dunphy, 1997



Media Resources- CD-ROMs •



The Magic School Bus Explores the Rainforest



by Microsoft



-Students travel to the Costa Rican Rainforest to explore all aspects of the Rainforest bringing it to life.



•



Reefs to Rainforests by Charles Lynn Bragg by Second Nature -Contains photographs of the animals that inhabit the Rainforest and its surrounding waters.



•



Magic School Bus Animals and Bugs and Rainforest by Microsoft -Students travel with the Magic School Bus as they tour the animals and bugs that live in the Rainforest.



•



HyperStudio 4 by Knowledge Adventure -An interactive tool that allows students to create projects.



Media Resources-Learning Activities • World Map • Globe • World Map Transparency



Media Resources- Photo Aids •



•



Rain Forest Photo Activity Pack -Color photo cards with articles, activities, questions, and experiments on the reverse side.



Media Resources- Posters • Tropical Rainforests Poster -Full color poster accompanied by a guide that showcases the unique parts of the Rainforest along with the destruction. •



Rainforests of the World Poster -50 Rainforest animals are concealed among the foliage that students must find. Includes maps and information on endangered species on the reverse side.



Media Resources- Games & Simulations •  Amazon Trail 3rd Edition- Rainforest  Adventures by The Learning Company - View over 100 types of plants, animals, and fish as you work to complete 17 critical assignments.



• World Book Science: Rainforest by World Book -Contains games, simulations, and quizzes.  Accompanied by an informative book. book.



Media Resources- Supplemental Booklets Crafts for Kids Who Are Wild about Rainforests by Kathy Ross, 1997 Exploring the Rain Forest: Science Activities for Kids by Anthony D. Fredericks, 1996 • Rainforest: Interactive Geography Kit  by Robin •



•



Bernard



• Rainforest: Technology at Work in the Classroom by Visions Technology in Education



Media Resources-Videos • Fern Gully: Last Rainforest,1992 -Builders want to demolish the beautiful rainforest, so Fern Gully residents get together to save their special home.



• Zoo Life Wonders of the Rain Forest -Expert Jack Hanna takes a trip through the rainforests of Costa Rica. Learn about many species that flourish in the rainforest.



• The Magic Schoolbus: In the Rainforest, 1986 -The Magic Schoolbus takes an adventure following the trail of how cocoa pads, mud puddles, and tiny bugs play a part in the rainforest’s web of life.



• National Geographic: Animals of the Rainforest - Explores many of the animals thriving in the layers of the Rainforest.



Media Resources-Vide Resources-Videos os (page 2) • National Geographic: Plants of the Rainforest -National Geographic explores the many varieties of plants that make up the Rainforest.



• National Geographic: People of the Rainforest -The video explores the people who live in the different rainforests around the world and the customs they have.



•  Amazing Animals Video: Rainforest Rainforest Animals, 1998 -A blend of real-life shots and cartoon animation introduce the many amazing animals of the rainforest to children.



Media Resources- Web Sites • • • • •



•



http://www.toucansamkelloggs.ca/eng/c2pI.htm http://www.rainforestlive.org.uk/index.cfm http://www.passporttoknowledge.com/r http://www.passport toknowledge.com/rainforest/main.h ainforest/main.htm tm http://www.szgdocent.org/ff/f-main.htm http://www.bsrsi.msu.edu/rfrc/tou http://www.bsrsi.m su.edu/rfrc/tour/rainforest.htm r/rainforest.htmll http://www.earthsbirthday.org
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