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Short Description

sewing techniques...



Description


Build the foundation before attaching the collar to create a garment with crisp, clean edges. Pattern: A Subtle Twist (CuttingLineDesigns.com); fabric: cotton/linen (sold by author only at sewing shows).



Precision Collar Band Get flawless results without hand sewing |



C



ollar bands on garments are prominent and should be sewn perfectly. For me, attaching a collar band is like building a house. The shirt is the foundation, the collar band is the walls, and the collar is the roof. The problem with commercial patterns is that they often have you sew the collar band to the collar before attaching the shirt. This makes it hard to trim the 46 



THREADS



excess fabric from the curves after it is sewn. And if too much fabric is removed before sewing it to the shirt, it ravels. With this method, the collar band is sewn to the shirt first, and all the excess material can be cut away. While similar techniques have been used by many notable sewers, I wasn’t fully satisfied with their methods when I taught them in a sewing class. After



By Louise Cutting



seeing what the students came up with, I continued to refine these techniques until I discovered a foolproof method. Here’s a streamlined way to construct a banded collar completely by machine to achieve professional-looking results. Louise Cutting is the owner of Cutting LineDesigns.com and is a Threads contributing editor.



Prepare to sew Before you begin sewing, apply interfacing to the collar band, accurately transfer all pattern markings, and mark the end curves. Preparation is key for sewing the collar band properly. Interface the upper- and undercollar bands. Place each collar band wrong side up on the ironing board and compare them to the pattern piece. Fix any discrepancies before interfacing the bands’ wrong sides.
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Collar termination point Pivot dot Shoulder seam dot Clip.



Transfer the pattern markings. Mark dots and clip according to the pattern.



Clip.



Center back



Clip.
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Collar Band (WS)



Clip.



Mark end curves between the dots. Use a curved ruler or pocket template (CuttingLineDesigns.com) to draw the collar band front end curves on collar bands at the stitching line.
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Use a curved edge to draw the band front end curves.



Attach the band It is time to attach the collar band pieces to the shirt. Pin and stitch the bands to the shirt. Stitch the front curves and trim. Careful pressing achieves professional results. Place a collar band’s right side to the garment neckline’s wrong side. Match and pin all clips and dots. The curved front seam allowances at the center front will extend beyond the garment’s front edges. Make sure the pivot dot matches exactly where the garment ends.



Staystitch around the garment’s neck edge a scant 5⁄8 inch ( just inside the seamline). Do not clip the neck edge yet. Clipping the seam allowance at this point may cause the garment neckline to stretch out of shape.
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Pin the second Collar Second collar band. With right band (RS) band (RS) sides together, position the second collar band on the garment neckline in the same way. The bands are right sides GARMENT (RS) together with the garment sandwiched Sandwich the garment between the between them. Clip right sides of the collar bands. only the garment neck edge, using as few clips as possible. Tightly woven fabrics may require more clips than loosely woven ones.
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w w w. t h r e a d s m a g a z i n e . c o m



Stitch through all layers with a 2.5-mm stitch length. Begin and end stitching precisely at the pivot dots. Secure the seam ends, and check for any puckers that may have formed in the seam before continuing to the next step.



Tip



Pin the collar bands in place.



For better sewing results, the pins should catch just a few threads, exactly on the stitching line.



continued
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Trim the seam allowances to 1⁄4 inch. Turn the collar bands up, away from the garment, and press them into position over a tailor’s ham or seam roll (not shown). Then, fold the bands back down into their original positions.
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Roll the garment out of the way. Tightly roll the garment’s front edge near the collar band close to the neckline seam, and allow the collar band’s front curved seam allowances to pull around it and align. Pin the rolled garment front out of the way of the collar band seamlines.
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Trim the seam allowances to 1⁄4 inch.



WS



Prepare to sew the band curves.



RS



Align the band ends. RS



Pin and stitch the curves. Pin the center front collar bands together along the marked curved stitching line, matching the curves and dots. Using a 1.0-mm stitch length, sew along the last 1⁄2 inch of the previously sewn neckline seam for reinforcement. Pivot precisely at the pivot dot, and continue stitching along the drawn curved line. End the stitching at the collar termination point at the curve’s top, and backstitch. Stitch the opposite end of the collar band in the same way.



7



Stitch to reinforce the neckline seam.



End stitching at the collar termination point.



Carefully turn each end of the collar band right side out. Using a point turner, gently mold the seam into its final curved shape.
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Along the collar band’s top edge, clip to the stitched seam at the collar termination point. Trim the seam’s curved portion and the first inch of the neckline seam allowance to 1 ⁄8 inch to reduce bulk.
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Press the garment into its final position, away from the garment neckline.



collar band



Gently pull the garment to its final position beneath the collar band. Again, press the collar band edges up, away from the garment neckline, with a seam roll or tailor’s ham.
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Garment (WS)



Neckline seam Trim to 1⁄8 inch.



Collar band top edge (WS)



Clip to termination point.



Photos: (p. 46) Jack Deutsch; all other photos, Sloan Howard. Stylist: Jessica Saal. Hair and makeup: Patrycja for AnywayMgmt. Styling credits: earrings—Kenneth Cole (Macys.com).



Pivot at the pivot dot and continue stitching.



Roll the garment front away from the band’s curved edges.



Connect the collar Prepare the collar as usual before sewing it to the collar band, leaving the inner collar band edge free. Close the open seam with paper-backed fusible web, then edgestitch the collar band.
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Place the garment on a work surface, wrong side up. Position a prepared collar under the outer collar band, raw edges together. The undercollar will be next to the outer band and the upper collar will lie on the work surface. The collar fits exactly between the collar termination points on the band. Place the pins with the heads up, beyond the raw edges, pulling the inner band down, out of the way.
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Place the collar and band with the upper collar right side up on a seam roll. The seam allowances automatically flip down into the collar band’s opening. Press into position.
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With the collar on the feed dogs, stitch the collar and the outer band together, starting and stopping at the termination points. Backstitch at both ends, and be careful to keep the inner collar band away from the stitching. Then, trim the seam allowances to 1⁄4 inch.



Conceal the raw edge. Carefully turn under the inner collar band’s raw edge so the folded edge just covers the collar seamline. Stab-pin the folded edge. Press between the pins, then remove them.



upper COLLAR



Turn under the raw edge, and place the collar band over the seamline. Collar seamline



Upper COLLAR



Collar seamline



Inner collar band



Garment (WS)



Inner collar band



Turn back the folded edge. Place a strip of 1⁄4-inch-wide, paperbacked fusible web inside the folded edge. Press lightly with steam. Unfold the edge and trim the seam allowance to 1⁄4 inch, using the fusible web as a guide. Remove the fusible web’s paper backing, reposition the fabric’s folded edge to just cover the stitching line, and fuse in place.
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upper COLLAR Apply a fusible web strip to the band edge. Interfacing



Finish with edgestitching. Leaving long thread tails at each end, start stitching at center back on the band’s lower edge. Stitch toward one end. At the front corner, stop with the needle down, pivot, and continue around the curve. Stitch the remainder of the band. Pull all thread tails inside the garment and tie off.
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Edgestitch along the entire collar band.



upper COLLAR



Inner COLLAR band Folded edge



w w w. t h r e a d s m a g a z i n e . c o m



Inner collar band (RS)



garment (WS)
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