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Description


People v. Hernandez Facts:



On January 21, 1992, at about 3:30 p.m., accused Lorenzo Lorenzo drove Eva to the Immaculate Immaculate Concepcion Concepcion Academy to get Sharleen. He parked the car in the school's parking parking lot and Eva alighted to get Sharleen. Sharleen. Minutes later, Eva and Sharleen returned to the the car. Sharleen took the  backseat,  backseat, behind the driver. driver. While While Eva was starting starting to board beside Sharleen, Sharleen, an unidentifie unidentified d man sit beside beside her and warned her not to shout. After 20 minutes, minutes, the car slowed down in front of an iron gate and the man in the front seat and Sharleen got out of the car. After a couple of  minutes, the man release the nanny to inform her employer of Sharleen's ransom. Eva called up her employ employer' er'ss house, house, recounted recounted the incide incident nt and asked asked that that she be picked picked up at Patern Paterno o Street. Minutes later, Samson Cheng, Sharleen's Sharleen's uncle, fetched Eva and brought her back to the [2] Tan residence. Shar Sharle leen en's 's fath father er,, rece receiv ived ed a call call from from one one of the the kidn kidnap appe pers rs dema demand ndin ing g a 10M 10M ransom. They haggled in the amount and reached no agreement. The police then left Tan's house.[3] Thereafter Thereafter,, several several phone calls were made by the kidnappers kidnappers to the Tan family. family. Jacinto Jacinto asked asked for a lower lower ranso ransom m in the amount amount of of 409,000 409,000 where wherein in the kidna kidnapper pperss agreed agreed and instructed Jacinto to leave the money in a garbage can in front of the Town and Country Lodge in Old Sta. Mesa, Manila. Manila. Jacinto Jacinto complied and then returned returned to his house to await the call of  the kidnappe kidnappers rs on Sharle Sharleen's en's releas release. e. A week week later, later,the the kidnappe kidnappers rs again called called up the Tan residence. residence. They informed informed Jacinto that they had released Sharleen Sharleen and left her at the Perpetual Perpetual Help Hospital Hospital in España, España, Manila. Jacinto Jacinto rushed to the hospital hospital and found Sharleen Sharleen who was extremely traumatized by the incident. Jacinto himself suffered suffered from nervous breakdown.[5] An intensive manhunt was launched to capture the kidnappers of Sharleen. CIS Chief  Inspect Inspector or Major Major Ruben Ruben Zacari Zacarias as organi organized zed two (2) teams teams to conduct conduct the hunt. The team team composed of SPO3 Gregorio Cuachon and SPO1 Danilo T. Salas and headed by Inspector  Warlito Platon was directed to verify the information that Sharleen was hidden by accused Alfredo Tumaneng in a house at #15 Kennedy Street, Street, Road 20, Project 8, Quezon City. Officers Cuachon and Salas conducted a discreet surveillance of the area and were able to verify the inform informati ation. on. They also also found found out that that accuse accused d Tumanen Tumaneng g had left left the safeho safehouse use and has transferred to Mayupis, Malabon, Metro Manila. Seven Seven (7) (7) susp suspec ects ts were were iden identi tifi fied ed by the the CIS. CIS. Five Five of them them,, name namely ly,, Hern Hernand andez ez,, Tumaneng, Lorenzo, Jacob and Famodulan, were captured by the CIS operatives. operatives. Each executed an extrajudicial confession which became the basis of the criminal charge against them. Upon arraignm arraignment ent,, the five accused accused pleaded pleaded not guilt guilty. y. During During pendenc pendency y of the trial, trial, accused Hernandez and Jacob escaped from detention. They were tried in absentia. Appellant Tumaneng and Lorenzo contends that their warrantless arrest was illegal and their  extraj extrajudic udicial ial confess confession ion were were obtain obtained ed without without the benefit benefit of a compet competent ent and indepen independent dent counsel of their own choice.



On the other hand, appellant Famodulan contends that he was not positively identified as one of the conspirators and he was arrested and investigated in violation f his constitutional rights.



Issue:



Whether or not the warrantless arrests were illegal Ruling:



The Supreme Court held that appellants were arrested without the benefit of a warrant and under circumstances other than justifying a warrantless arrest. Clearly, their warrantless arrests violated the Constitution but such was cured by the failure of the appellants to move for  the quashing of the information before the arraignment. In the case at bar, by entering a plea of not guilty and participating in the trial, appellants waived their right to challenge the legality of their arrest.
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