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Description


Model Airplane Secrets



Basic to Advanced Strategies On Model Building BONUS: Airplane Clubs By: Bruce Bird



AIRPLANE CLUBS



I’ve mentioned model airplane clubs and flying fields throughout the book. Because this is such an addictive hobby, you’ll want to spend as much time flying as you possibly can and that is best done in the company of like minded friends. By joining a club, you’ll make friends with other people who have the same interests and love flying model airplanes as much as you do, and thus will have an absolute blast.



WHAT TO EXPECT



Although model airplane clubs are heavily regulated, for the safety of the membes, their models and the public, each one is unique and they all have their own distinct differences. Whether it is the type of models they fly or just the individuals you will meet there. So I’ve reduced this information to that which is likely to be common from one club to the next; yet when you’re looking around, don’t be surprised when you begin seeing differentiation. Each club will have its own special ways and traditions--but it’s diversity that makes the world go round.



At all clubs you’ll feel welcomed. You are very unlikely to come across anything other than friendly competition and no-one will feel threatened by the “new guy”, mostly they’ll just share in your enthusiasm and desire to learn. Just keep in mind that the average club has one objective – to promote and foster safe model airplane flying. For this reason, you’ll find many rules to be rather strict – but they are strict for very good reasons learned from experience.
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Membership Fees



The average fee would include an initial membership price (around $100) and then about $25 a month thereafter. If you’ll be flying with other members of the family, ask about discount rates--these kinds of offers are actually quite common. Most model airplane clubs also offer junior membership rates, and some even offer special rates for senior citizens.



Rules



Some of the rules you’ll likely at most model airplane clubs: •



The flying field must always be well maintained and kept free from debris. Club members are responsible for keeping trash picked up and properly disposed of.



•



All automobiles are to be parked in the designated area and behind the pit line at all times.



•



Transmitters in use on the field must have the proper frequency ribbons displayed



•



When arriving at the field, you are responsible for checking that your frequency is not in use prior to turning any RC equipment on.



•



Flying is only allowed at designated club sites.



•



No flying is to be done behind the pit line.
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•



People learning to fly, who have not yet been cleared by a club instructor to fly solo, are required to get assistance from an experienced flyer prior to flying in front of any spectators.



FLYING FIELDS



Flying fields vary enormously and the best can look like



miniature



airports,



complete



with



groomed



runways. Depending on the type of planes flown at a particular club, there might be more than one runway-often with one larger than the other(s). These fields are immaculate and actually quite impressive, as you can see in the photograph.



CLUB ACTIVITIES



Most model airplane clubs also feature various types of activities throughout the year. One of the most popular is called a “fun fly,” which is an aerobatic contest designed for club members of all skill levels. It is also common for the club to hold meetings for members, as well as other public events.



Flying Events Many cities have flying events where you can go and simply observe. This provides you with an opportunity to see how things are done, and to meet other people involved with model airplanes in order to gain valuable information and tips. A good place to start seeking out events is the National Association for your country. I’ve listed as many as possible in the list that follows.



© 2005 Bravos Direct



www.authenticmodelairplanes.com



4



VARIOUS AIRPLANE CLUBS



There are literally thousands of model airplane clubs throughout the world and you should have no difficulty findng one near to you. Below is a list of International and National Associations and clubs for each country. Where I have been able to locate a National Association with a club finder facility then only the National Association is listed for that country. If you find a National Association where none is listed then I would be pleased to hear from you about it at [email protected].



International Organisations •



•



• • • • •



•



Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) - The FAI, the world's air sports federation, was founded in 1905 and is an international organization with the basic aim of furthering aeronautical and astronautical activities worldwide. http://www.fai.org/ International Miniature Aerobatic Club (IMAC) - Promoting model aerobatics with demonstrations, organized events and leadership. http://www.miniiac.com/DesktopDefault.aspx International Miniature Aircraft Association (IMAA) - Fostering and advancing the operation of large scale R/C model aircraft. http://www.fly-imaa.org/ International R/C Helicopter Association (IRCHA) - Special Interest Group of the AMA that represents R/C helicopters. http://www.ircha.org/ International Scale Soaring Association - An AMA-sponsored club dedicated to flying R/C scale model sailplanes. http://www.soaringissa.org/ League of Silent Flight - Worldwide sailplane organization promotes selfmotivating achievement program. http://www.silentflight.org/ R/C Aerial Photography Association - Operational safety guidelines, best business practices, networking information and new technology information for R/C aerial photographers. http://www.rcapa.net/index.php Society of Antique Modelers (SAM) - Dedicated to preserving vintage free flight models. Here's a list of worldwide SAM chapters. "The Modelers aren't really antiques, but their aircraft are." http://www.antiquemodeler.org/



© 2005 Bravos Direct



www.authenticmodelairplanes.com



5



By country in alphabetical order: Argentina •



Federacion Argentina de Aeromodelismo (FAA) - Argentinian national flyers organization. http://www.faa.org.ar/



Aruba •



Aruba Radio Control Club (ARCC) - R/C flying club in Aruba. http://www.arubarcclub.com/



Australia •



Model Aeronautical Association of Australia (MAAA) http://www.maaa.asn.au/



•



AFFS Australian Free Flight Society (F1) http://members.ozemail.com.au/%7Ebarrylee/ AMPRA Australian Minature Pylon Racing Association (F3D) http://www.ampra.org.au/ APA Australian Pattern Association (F3A) http://www.australianpatternassociation.com.au/ JAAA Jet Aerosport Association of Australia http://www.jaaa.org.au/v2/ LSF Australian League of Silent Flight (F3B, F3J) http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/



• • • •



Austria • •



Austrian Aero Club Modellflug - Contests, rules, news in German. http://www.lexsoft.at/aeroclub/aeroclub.htm Modell Flug Club Zistersdorf - Austria http://www.elbo.at/mfc-zistersdorf.htm



Belgium •



• • • • •



Association Sportive d'Aéromodélisme de Bauffe (ASA) - Located in Bauffe, Belgium. Flying radio-controlled airplanes, gliders and helicopters. http://www.asabauffe.be/ VML vzw. http://www.flytovml.com/ Club Capt Aviateur Luc Mommer (CLM) - R/C airplane club in Belgium. Airplanes, gliders and helicopters. http://www.chez.com/clmommer/index.php3 L.A.C. Lier Aviation Club - Electric-only model flying club located in Lier, Belgium. http://www.flylac.org/tiki-index.php Model Aero Club Herentals - R/C soaring club; F3J, F3B, F3A, electric in Belgium. http://www.mach-vzw.be/ Modelbouwclub "De Stunters" - Vorselaar, Belgium http://www.destunters.be/
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Bolivia •



Club de Aeromodelismo La Paz - Bolivia - Dedicated to the activities of airplanes modeling in La Paz, Bolivia. http://www.geocities.com/calp_club/index.htm



Brazil •



Associação Brasileira de Aeromodelismo (ABA) - The Brazilian Model Airplane Association is the governing body for the model airplane sport in Brazil. Site in both Portuguese and English. http://www.cobra.org.br/index2.htm



Canada •



The Model Aeronautics Association of Canada (MAAC) - The official governing body for model aviation in Canada. http://www.maac.ca/



Chile •



•



Centro de Modelismo R/C Club Deportivo Universidad Catolica - R/C airplanes, sailplanes, cars and sailing. 30 minutes from downtown Santiago, Chile. http://www.aeromodelismo-uc.cl/ Club de Aeromodelos de Concepción - R/C airplane club located at Concepción City, Chile. http://members.tripod.com/~aeroconcepcion/



Columbia Croatia •



Modelarski Aeroklub Tresnjevka - Zagreb, Croatia. 50 members fly model airplanes, sailplanes, helis and blimps. http://pubwww.srce.hr/tresnjevka/



Cyprus •



Nicosias Aeromodelling Club - Model flying club in Cyprus. http://www.lealerc.com/



Denmark •



RC-unionen Denmark - Home page of the Danish R/C modeler's national organization. http://www.rc-unionen.dk/



Dominican Republic
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Egypt •



R/C Egypt - R/C web page in Egypt. By Ahmed El Fatairy. http://www.rcegypt.starnet.com.eg/



El Salvador Finland • •



ACES Finland - 1/12-scale, R/C warbirds. Information about contests, planes, scores, etc. in Finland. http://koti.netplaza.fi/~aces/ Vanaja R/C Flying Club - Small R/C airplane club based on the friendship and located in Jyvaskyla, Finland. http://www.vanaja.info/



France •



Fédération Française d'Aéro-Modélisme. http://www.ffam.asso.fr/plan.htm



Germany • • • •



FMV Eppingen - Airplane club in Eppingen, Germany. http://fmvev.de/ Modellbauclub Clausthal-Zellerfeld - Modelling Club in the middle of Germany. http://region.tu-clausthal.de/mbc/ MFC Ostrachtal - German club sponsoring the Inter-Ex (experimental aircraft contest) http://www.mfc-ostrachtal.de/ Modellbaugruppe Radolfzell e.V. - http://www.mbg-radolfzell.de/ RC flying club information, history, events, contacts, photos, field map, and related links. German and English language site.



Greece •



Athens Heli Club - A team of R/C helicopter enthusiasts from Athens, Greece. http://users.forthnet.gr/ath/seatronics/



Guatemala •



Aeroclub de Modelos Ensamblados (ACME) - 25-year-old, active R/C club in Guatemala. http://clubacme.freeservers.com/



Honduras Hungary •



Komló Modelling Association - R/C aircraft club located in Komló City, Hugary. http://kme.uw.hu/
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Iceland • • •



Flugmódelfélag Suðurnesja (FMS) - Keflavik, Iceland http://www.modelflug.net/ 33rd Fighter Squadron - Icelandic wing of WMWA. Info, links and pictures. http://wmwa.sverrir.net/ Thytur - Nice WWW site in Iceland maintained by the Icelandic Aeromodelers club which is organizing the International Viking Race slope soaring competition. http://www.thytur.is/



Indonesia •



Alam Sutera Aeromodeling Club (ASAC) - R/C flying club located 30km west of Jakarta, capital city of Indonesia. http://www.geocities.com/Augusta/Fairway/8113/asac.html



Ireland •



Model Aeronautics Council of Ireland (M.A.C.I.) http://www.maci.ie/htm/home.htm



Israel Italy • • • • • • •



• • •



Aliveio - Rome, Italy http://83.103.30.30/Default.aspx?alias=aliveio Circolo Aeromodellistico Fontanone - Airplane R/C group in Turin (Italy). http://marina.fortunecity.com/bounty/291/index.html Aeromodellismo Dinamico R/C - Photos (about 700), video, audio, downloads, construction, more. Presented in Italian. http://www.aeromodellismo.too.it/ Gruppo Elicotteri R/C "Ready To Win" - - Palermo helicopter club. http://www.readytowin.org/ GABE Busnago - R/C aircraft club in Busnago, Italy. http://www.geocities.com/flypaul/ Gruppo Aeromodellistico Latina (GAL) - R/C aircraft club in Italy. http://web.tiscali.it/aeron/ Scuola Di Volo Amici Dell'aria - Airplane and ultralight school of Aero Club d'Italia, meetings, races, tournee all Italy with "Fun Flying Circus", more. By Carlo Altea webmaster of site. Gruppo Aeromodellistico del Garda (GAG) - R/C model club since 1992. Located in Verona, Italy. http://www.gardagag.it/ Gruppo Aeromodellistico Gradiscano - R/C aircraft club in Italy. http://web.tiscali.it/graegr/ Gruppo Aeromodellistico Pratese - Prato, Italy http://www.associazioni.prato.it/gmp/home.htm
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Japan •



•



Sanda R/C Club - 30-year-old R/C scale model aircraft club located in Hyougo, Japan. Info and photos, events. Big-scale engine/electric flight. http://www1.ocn.ne.jp/~retweet/src/ Toyama Flying Club - Airplane club located in Japan. http://www.incl.ne.jp/~aircraft/toyama.htm



Kuwait •



Q8aviation - R/C Pilots in State of Kuwait. http://www.geocities.com/q8_aviation/



Lithuania •



Makatukas R/C Club - R/C flying adventures, pictures, new and old. Vilnius, Lithuania. http://www.makatukas.net/index.asp



Malaysia •



Sarawak Radio-Control Hobbycrafts Association - R/C club in Sarawak, Malaysia on the Island of Borneo. http://www.fortunecity.com/marina/mainbrace/168/index.html



Marshall Islands Mexico • •



• • • • • •



•



Grupo de Aeromodelistas - R/C planes and helis. Flying field located at El Charco county in Chihuahua, Mexico. http://elcharco.4t.com/ Club Apolo R/C - Pylon racing oriented club. Q500, QM and FAI racing. Located in Tizayuca City, Mexico. http://orbita.starmedia.com/~club_apolo_radio_control/club.htm Club de RadioControl Bitaches - R/C club in Culiacan City, Sinaloa State, Mexico. http://bitaches.netfirms.com/ Hangar-5 - R/C club located in Ciudad, Mexico. http://www.hangar-5.com/ Club de Aeromodelismo de Jalisco R/C - Paved runway, club house. Guadalara, Mexico. http://www.cajrc.com/ LightFlight - Mexico City. Bathrooms, dining room, protection meshes, support tables, parking with shade. http://www.lightflight.com.mx/ Club de Aeromodelismo Los Mochis en el Aire - Los Mochis, Sinaloa, Mexico http://geocities.com/losmochisrc/ Pegaso Club de Radio Control - Located near Toluca City, 35 min. from Mexico City. National and international events, radio-control model airplanes, helicopters and cars. http://www.pegaso.com.mx/ Club de Aeromodelismo R/C Puerto de Veracruz - Veracruz City, Mexico http://www.geocities.com/clubamver/contenido.htm
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•



La Volada - R/C club in Monterrey, Mexico. http://www.lavolada.com.mx/



The Netherlands (Holland) • • • • • •



• • • • •



BIGGS - Benelux organisation for scale gliders. http://www.biggs.nl/ Aeroclub Bladel - Bladel, The Netherlands http://www.freewebs.com/aeroclubbladel/ Delta Vlissingen - Model flying club in the Netherlands. http://clubnet.zeelandnet.nl/mvcdelta/ Federatie Modelvliegers Spaarnwoude (FMS) - R/C club in Holland (The Netherlands). http://www.airtoi.com/fmse.htm Model vlieg foto's Friendship - Model aircraft club Friendship, near Dalfsen in the Netherlands. http://members.home.nl/pieter.klop/ Modelvliegclub IKARUS, Tubbergen - Club information and addresses/locations of more than 200 Dutch R/C clubs. http://members.lycos.nl/franshop/ikarus.htm M.V.C. Midden Nederland Holland - R/C flying club in Utrecht, the Netherlands. http://www.modelvliegclubutrecht.nl/ Modelvliegclub Cumulus - Model aircraft club for Kampen, The Netherlands and surroundings. http://web.inter.nl.net/hcc/cumulus/ Goudse Modelvliegclub - R/C club at Waddinxveen (near Gouda) at the Hoogeveenseweg, The Netherlands. http://www.gmvc.nl/gmvc_e.html TER-APEL - 20 year old club in The Netherlands. http://www.mta-terapel.nl/ Twentse Radio Modelvliegtuig Club (TRMC) - Dutch R/C flying club at Twenthe AFB, near the city of Enschede, The Netherlands. http://www.trmc.nl/



Netherlands Antilles •



Curaçao Radio Control Club - Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles http://www.curacaorcclub.com/



New Zealand •



The New Zealand Model Aeronautical Association (NZMAA) is a non-profit body dedicated to the promotion and protection of Aeromodelling in New Zealand. http://nzmaa.org.nz/apps/main.asp



•



New Zealand Model Helicopter Club - Information, flying site, photos, stories, club newsletter, articles and NZ competition information. http://www.rcheliclub.co.nz/



Norway • • •



CIRRUS - Cirrus R/C Club, Norway http://www.cirrus-rcfk.no/ Narvik Modellflyklubb Narvik - Narvik, Norway http://nmfk.modulnet.com/ Modellflyklubben Vingen - Norwegian model airplane club. http://193.215.54.10/vingen/
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Panama •



ASPADA – Aeromodeling Association of Panama. Slope, fly off the water as well as land. http://www.geocities.com/aspada_02/



Philippines •



•



Batangas Aeromasters Radiocontrol Association (BARADAS) - A group of enthusiastic modelers flying mostly scale, sports, and combat airplanes as well as Helis. http://www.geocities.com/bflyers_ph/ Manila Aeromodelers Club - Manila, Philippines. All aspects of model aviation. World class flying field shared with full scale aircraft. http://weflyrc.tripod.com/



Portugal •



Federação Portuguesa de Aeromodelismo - Portuguese Model Aeronautics Federation. http://www.fpam.pt/



Romania • Romanian Modelling Federation - http://www.aeromodelling.ro Russia • •



ASTC Sankt-Petersburg - Aeroplane model club in Sankt-Petersburg. Supports F2D, F2C, F3A, F3B, F4C. http://www.lemo.ru:8101/astc/ Combat Rus Open Team - Russian combat team. http://www.flymodel.ru/



Saudi Arabia •



Riyadh R/C Team - R/C club in Saudi Arabia. http://www.riyadhrc.com/



Scotland •



Scottish Aeromodeller's Association - SAA is the main body for all model aircraft flying in Scotland. http://www.saaweb.org.uk/



Singapore •



Youth Flying Club - Flying club for students interested in flying and aeromodelling in Singapore. http://www.yfc.org.sg/



Slovakia Slovenia
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South Africa • •



South African Model Aircraft Association - Info on team events, meetings, competitions and fly-ins. http://www.samaa.org.za/ Johannesburg Model Airplane Club (JOMAC) - Johannesburg, South Africa. http://www.jomac.co.za/



Spain • • • •



Club lanchas F.S.R.-V - Valencia, Spain http://www.geocities.com/clubfsr/ Club Radiocontrol Sevilla - R/C club in the south of Spain. http://www.teleline.es/personal/clubrcse/club/index.htm Bienvenidos a R/C Palma - Aircraft club R/C Palma-Mallorca-Spain and Mallorca Jet Meeting. Baleares, Spain. http://www.rcpalma.es/ Club Velers Collserola - One of the biggest slope glider clubs in Europe, based in Barcelona, Spain. Web site presented in Spanish, Catalan, Italian, English and German. http://www.clubvelerscollserola.org/



Suriname •



Aero Modelers Suriname - National R/C association and club in the republic of Suriname. R/C aircraft and helicopters. Paramaribo, Suriname, South America. http://www1.sr.net/~t100795/



Sweden • • •



•



Swedish Model Flying Association http://www.modellflygforbund.se/ Malmö RadioFlygSällskap - Malmö, Sweden. Meetings, pictures, more. Siljansbygdens Radioflygklubb - R/C Club in Leksand, Sweden. Stunningly beautiful location in the Lake Siljan area. Founded 1960. 100 members. Land Aircraft and seaplane flying. Trelleborg Model Flying Club - Located in Southern Sweden and Trelleborg, by the Baltic Sea. Active since 1941.



Switzerland • • • •



Swiss Aeromodelling Federation SMV/FSAM - 9 Regional Chapters and 161 local Clubs. http://www.modellflug.ch/ Gruppo Aeromodellisti Lugano - Lugano, Switzerland http://www.gal.ch/ Modellfluggruppe Auenstein - Model flying club located in Auenstein, Switzerland. http://www.modellflug.ch/mgauenstein/ Modellfluggruppe Nussbäumli - Model flying club located near Basel, Switzerland. http://www.mg-nussbaeumli.ch/



Trinidad/Tobago
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Turkey •



Ankara Model Aircraft Club - Located in Ankara,Turkey established in 1977, 250 members. http://www.amuk.org/



United Arab Emirates • Dubai RC Hobbies http://www.dubairchobbies.org/index_rc.html United Kingdom • • •



The British Model Flying Association (BMFA) - Leicester, Great Britain. http://www.bmfa.org/ Great Britain R/C Aerobatic Association (GBRCAA) - The specialist body for R/C precision aerobatic model flying in Great Britain. http://www.gbrcaa.org/ Model Aviators Association - Promote, encourage and develop all aspects of model aviation. http://www.modelaviatorsassociation.fsnet.co.uk/



United States •



•



•



The Academy Of Model Aeronautics (AMA) - The official national body for model aviation in the United States. AMA sanctions more than a thousand model competitions throughout the country each year and certifies official model flying records on a national and international level. AMA includes Special Interest Groups (SIG) for different interests within model aeronautics. http://www.modelaircraft.org/ o National Competition Fun Fly Association - AMA Fun Fly SIG. http://www.ncffafunfly.org/ o National Indoor R/C Aircraft Council (NIRAC) - AMA special interest group for indoor R/C. Information, event listing, contests and technical articles. http://www.nirac.org/ o National Association of Scale Aeromodelers (NASA) - Official special interest group of the AMA pertaining to scale aeromodeling. http://www.nasascale.org/ o National Society of Radio Controlled Aerobatics (NSRCA) - AMA SIG for pattern (precision aerobatics) flying. http://www.nsrca.org/ o R/C Combat Association (RCCA) - AMA SIG for R/C combat. Open combat as well as 1/12th scale combat. http://www.rccombat.com/ o Eastern Soaring League (ESL) - Promoting R/C Soaring in the Eastern United States. http://www.flyesl.com/ Giant Scale Warbirds Association - National, non-profit association dedicated to pilots, builders and enthusiasts of giant scale WWII warbirds. http://www.giantwarbirds.org/about.htm National Association of Rocketry - Model rocket info. While only some model rockets are R/C-equipped, they are often an entry point for beginning modelers into the world of flying models. http://www.nar.org/
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•



• •



The National Society Of R/C Aerobatics (NSRCA) - Oversight organization for aerobatic flight in the US. Promotes the sport of flying R/C model airplanes through a prescribed set of aerobatic sequences with precision. http://www.nsrca.org/ Senior Pattern Association (SPA) - Precision aerobatics "like the good ole days." http://www.seniorpattern.com/ US Scale Masters Association - Committed to the development and growth of scale aircraft modeling by bringing people together to have fun while focusing on scale realism, competition and sportsmanship for the enjoyment of all. http://www.scalemasters.org/



Venezuela •



Amigos del Aire Maracaibo (ADAM) - Organized R/C flying in Maracaibo, Venezuela, since 1996. http://www.adam-rc.com/
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