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Short Description

Literature...



Description


Marxist Criticism Karl Marx (1818-83) He was a 19th century German philosopher that became a part o the !oun" !oun" He"elians# an$ later# the Communist %ea"ue& Marx is re'ere$ as one o the most inluential socialist thiners o the 19th 19 th century& ome o his most notable wors are* The German Ideology  (18+,) The Communist Manifesto  (18+8)  (18,)  Das Kapital  Kapital  (18,) • • •



.rien$rich /n"els (180-92) /n"els was pretty much Marxs best rien$& He share$ Marxs socialist socialist belies an$  pro'i$e$ support inancially as well as intellectually while Marx $e'elope$ his theories& theories& ome o his ma4or wors were* The Condition of the Working Class in England  (18++) • •



• •



• • •



Co-authored The Communist Manifesto (1!" 5einition o terms* Base vs. Superstructure: 6ase in Marxism reers to economic base& uperstructure# accor$in" to Marx an$ /n"els# emer"es rom this base an $ consists o law# politics# philosophy# reli"ion# art& Bourgeoisie * the name "i'en by Marx to the owners o the means o  pro$uctions in a society& society& * 7 belie system Ideo Id eolo logy gy * he name "i'en by Marx to the the worers in the society& society& Proleta Prol etaria riatt on pri'ate ownership o ownership o Capitalism is an economic system that is base$ on pri'ate the means o pro$uction an$ the creation o "oo$s "oo $s or ser'ices or proit or proit&&



hat $oes it means to be a Marx /n"els an$ Marx oun$e$ the social an$ economic system o Marxism in the 19th century& /ssentially# /ssentially# it is the opposite o capitalism& Capitalism is base$ on pri'ate ownership an$ moti'ation by proit& Marx critici:es capitalism or its ten$ency to abuse the worin" man# or ;the proletariat#< by payin" a wa"e that barely "uarantees the worers sur'i'al& =nstea$# Marxism utili:es socialisms concept o public ownership& Marxism theori:es that in or$er to remo'e the proletariat p roletariat rom its poor economic situation# a socialist re'olution must occur to remo'e the unconcerne$ rulin" class rom "o'ernment& .ollowin" the re'olution# a new# socialist "o'ernment is create$ that subse>uently  becomes communist in nature& hat about Marx %iterary Criticism



6ase$ on the socialist an$ $ialectical theories o Karl Marx# Marxist criticism 'iews literary wors as relections o the social institutions out o which they are born& 7ccor$in" to Marxists# e'en literature itsel is a social institution an$ has a speciic i$eolo"ical unction# base$ on the bac"roun$ an$ i$eolo"y o the author& =n essence# Marxists belie'e that a wor o literature is not a result o $i'ine inspiration or pure artistic en$ea'or# but that it arises out o the economic an$ i$eolo"ical circumstances surroun$in" its creation& .or Marxist critics# wors o literature oten mirror the creator?s own place in society# an$ they interpret most texts in relation to their rele'ance re"ar$in" issues o class stru""le as $epicte$ in a wor o  iction& 7lthou"h Marx $i$ not write extensi'ely on literature an$ its place in society# he $i$ $etail the relationship between economic $eterminism an$ the social superstructure in 'arious texts# inclu$in" #ur Kritik  der $olitis%hen &konomie  (1829)# where he state$* ;he mo$e o pro$uction o material lie $etermines alto"ether the social# political# an$ intellectual lie process& =t is not the consciousness o men that $etermines their bein"# but on the contrary their social bein"# that $etermines their consciousness&< hus# althou"h he $i$ no t expoun$ in $etail on the connections between literature an$ society# it is a"ree$ amon" most scholars that Marx $i$ 'iew the relationship between literary acti'ity an$ the economic center o society as an interacti'e process& Marxist Criticism is the belie that literature relects this class stru""le an$ materialism& =t loos at how literature unctions in relation to other aspects o  the superstructure# particularly other articulations o i$eolo"y& %ie eminist critics# it in'esti"ates how literature can wor as a orce or social chan"e# or as a reairmation o existin" con$itions& %ie @ew Historicism# it examines how history inluences literatureA the $ierence is that Marxism ocuses on the lower classes& •



•



•



•



General Brincipals o Marxist Criticism =t promotes the i$ea that literature shoul$ be a tool in the re'olutionary stru""le& =t attempts to clariy the relationship o literary wor to social reality& =t is political in nature& =t aims to arri'e at an interpretation o literary text in or$er to $eine the political $imensions o literary wor& • • • •



• •



•



=t belie'es that the literary wor has always a relationship to the society& =t 4u$"es literature by how it represents the main stru""les or power "oin" on that time# how it may inluence those stru""les& =t hi"hli"hts an$ lau$s solution rom the critic i e'er sDhe coul$ come up with oneE&
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