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Short Description

Compendio de arquetipos para Kult...



Description


KULT: THE ARCHETYPES



KULT: THE ARCHETYPES An Unofficial Resource for KULT: BEYOND THE VEIL Compiled by Chris Warren



Introduction KULT: THE ARCHETYPES is a complete and comprehensive listing of every basic character archetype, both official and unofficial, so far conceived for the contemporary horror roleplaying game Kult. Finally listed together in one place, the entries have also been expanded and revised to include many new aspects of Kult character generation.



Credits Official archetypes taken from the Kult rulebooks and sourcebooks. Some unofficial archetypes first published in Sinkadus magazine. Pornographer archetype courtesy of J. Nixon. Lounge Lizard, Blue Collar and Refugee archetypes, and all archetype introductions and descriptions by C. Warren. Thanks to everyone at The Last Cycle for their comments and support, and to Neko and 7th Circle for kind permission to use the official materials. To download a PDF of the official archetypes, and for other Kult related information, visit www.7emecercle.com. FOR MATURE READERS ONLY.



Contact [email protected]



DISCLAIMER This resource is not intended as an official release of any kind or an infringement upon the legal rights and ownership of Kult: Beyond the Veil. This document has been developed for non-commercial use and free dispersal over the internet for private use by Kult players. Kult and related terms are trademarks of Paradox Entertainment under license to the Seventh Circle Publishing company. It is used here with the consent of Seventh Circle Publishing. The rights to the Kult roleplaying system are as follows: COPYRIGHT INFORMATION: Paradox Entertainment AB Hitechbuilding 92 101 52 Stockholm Sweden PUBLISHING INFORMATION: The 7th Circle Publishing Co. New Freedom, PA 17329 United States Le 7’eme Cercle 42, rue de Tauzia 33 000 Bordeaux KULT – THE ROLEPLAYING GAME Michael Petersén Gunilla Jonsson



Archetypes Activist Aristocrat Artist Asylum Escapee Athlete Avenger Blue Collar Caregiver Celebrity City Samurai Clergy Company Careerist Dealer Doctor Femme Fatale Fugitive Gang Member Generation-X Hacker Homemaker Hustler Lawyer Lounge Lizard Martial Artist Muckraker Musician Occult Investigator Outsider Paparazzi Parapsychologist Plainclothes Cop Pornographer Private Investigator Prodigy Refugee Scholar Scientist Secret Agent Spearheader Student Vagrant Veteran



p. 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46



Using the Archetypes Archetypes represent simplified character roles which are congruent with the modern horror setting of Kult, providing a useful starting point in the creation of a long-term character, or acting as convenient templates for generating characters on the fly. Archetypes may also provide inspiration for Game Masters when devising non-player characters. The archetypes listed herein should not be viewed as "character classes". They can be combined, edited, re-arranged or ignored any way you see fit. An interesting and believable fictional character is what is most important. The advantages, disadvantages, dark secrets, etc. listed under each archetype are merely suggestions. If you and your GM feel comfortable with a cowardly hitman or a doctor who is afraid of blood, by all means play it. These lists are compatible with the 2nd Edition Advantages & Disadvantages Master List. Download it at www.kult-rpg.com.



Activist “The only limit to a government’s power is the tolerance of the people. For too long we have watched the rich grow richer off the backs of the poor. We live our lives like tractable sheep assuming the corporate networks and newspapers will provide us with the truth, supine before the altars of the politicians. They tell us nothing of the weak, those voiceless masses exploited and kept down to satisfy the vultures in the capital, the world bankers and the landlords, the politicians and the judges who rape the planet and wipe out life with the stroke of a pen. Well, the poor will not stay hungry forever, and soon the era of the oppressors will come to an end.” You have devoted your life to a political, humanitarian or environmental cause, making yourself a thorn in the side of governments or organisations that you believe are acting unjustly. Your feelings toward your cause define your life, and give you a polarised view of the world; people are either with or against you in your struggle. Your personality may be dogmatic and aggressive, and you are opposed, perhaps violently so, to anyone who you perceive to be in contravention of your ideology. You may see conspiracy everywhere, assigning a greater level of influence and power to your enemies than they actually possess. An Activist character could be anything from a civil rights campaigner to a neo-nazi: the character's ideology and/or politics define not just their career, but also shape their personal life.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Brash, Delusions, Domineering, Ecomaniac, Fanaticism, Guilt, Hatred, Intolerance, Manic-depressive, Martyr, Mental compulsion, Paranoia, Persecuted (political beliefs), Reactionary, Rebellious, Wanted.



Advantages Altruism, Animal friendship, Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Empathy, Fearless, Multiple identities, Optimism, Pacifism, Rich.



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Survivor friend, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 2-5 (Radical group member, environmental or animal rights protestor, militant extremist)



Skills Burglary, Bureaucracy, Climb, Computers, Drive vehicle, Information retrieval, Man of the world, Medicine, Natural history, Net of contacts (activists), Photography, Rhetoric, Written report, Social Science (law), Sneak, Survival, Trivia.
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Aristocrat “I was born into a family of wealth and prestige, groomed for a life of luxury cruises and the occasional charity fundraiser. And then mater had to run away with her masseuse and ask for that divorce. Of course pater wasn't about to give up his fortune so easily, and now everything is tied up in court. The tabloids are having a field day, but the lawyers say it’s all just a storm in a teacup. I’ll have that inheritance back soon enough.” You are part of a noble bloodline, privileged with a status that elevates you above the commonality. Your family's name is known in all circles of decent society, perhaps for being descended from royalty, high political office or from great wealth. Your fame comes with an air of class, and a great deal of responsibility - you carry the repute of your clan with you at all times, and bear the scrutiny of your peers in your every act. Of course, your very existence is dependent upon the money and status you possess. You may have absolutely no conception of financial shrewdness or responsibility. You have never had to work a day in your life, and your hands are as soft as those of a child. Your personality is shaped by your professional indolence, and your total lack of responsibility in anything other than your appearance to your peer group. You are unpractised in not getting what you want, when you want it, and usually on a silver platter. But you are also a gentleman, blessed with fine academic tutoring and suave social graces which serve you well in your domestic element.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Anxiety disorder, Compulsively healthy, Covetous, Cruel, Delusions, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Intolerance, Manipulative, Phobia, Pretentious, Oedipal, Reactionary, Secret, Sexually repressed, Sexually tantalizing, Stalker, Vain.



Advantages Age well, Altruism, Chivalry, Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Gift for languages, Good reputation, Influential friends, Optimist, Rich, Status.



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guardian, Possessed and haunted.



Living Standard 8-10 (No profession, diplomat, businessman)



Skills Administration, Carousing, Dancing, Diplomacy, Drive vehicle, Estimate Value, Etiquette, Gambling, Haut monde, Humanities scholarship, Languages, Net of contacts (aristocratic elite, businesspeople), Seduction, Style.
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Artist “Art is life. It's that simple. The aesthetic truths or the world have been evident to me from an early age, enthralling my mind and providing me with the acumen to realise the nuances of human existence more readily than most. Doctors diagnosed me as semi-autistic or emotionally unstable as a child, but I knew better. No one else could be expected to grasp the extent of the talent I possess. They are as benighted children, stubborn and angry in their ignorance. And so I ran away at the first opportunity, seeking out a succession of brilliant teachers to help me find my muse and unlock the potential of my mind. Without art, life would simply not be worth living.” You were born with an artistic talent that has shaped your life. Unable to conform to the stultifying regimens of the working world, you followed your heart and pursued your talent, maybe against the wishes of your family. Your talent may even have estranged you from humanity as a whole; others regard you as some kind of crazed savant, or simply an imbalanced lunatic. Alternatively, you may reside at the other end of the spectrum: sober, intelligent and introverted, living the life of an aesthetic hermit to labour over your art. Your personality is naturally introverted. Your devotion to art is single-minded, to the extent that you might not have any regard or even conception of other people's feelings, nor any interest in how others view you. All is secondary to your art.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Attention deficit disorder, Brash, Death wish, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Fixation, Low self esteem, Mania, Manic-depressive, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Needy, Nightmares, Panic disorder, Phobia, Pretentious, Schizophrenia, Vain.



Advantages Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Eidetic memory, Empathy, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Intuition, Mentor, Pacifism, Status, Talent (artistic).



Dark Secret Family secret, Pact with dark powers, Insanity, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 2-5 (Writer, artist, musician, sculptor)



Skills Acting, Craft, Creative writing, Dancing, Drive Vehicle, Man of the world, Net of contacts (artists/cultural establishment), Painting/drawing/sculpture, Photography, Pictorial arts, Play instrument, Rhetoric, Singing, Written report.
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Asylum Escapee “Nobody understood me at the asylum. Nobody understands me on the outside either, but at least here I get to choose what to watch on TV, and there's nobody trying to inject things into my brain. At times I forget where I am. Are people here free, or is this just another, bigger asylum? Everywhere I look, I see unwitting slavery and the happy obstinacy of workaday morons, ignorant of the horror that surrounds them, shuffling along without hope like the hollow-eyed chronics back in the wards. I can't help them. Of course I can't help them! Trying to penetrate their little bubbles of protective stupidity is what got me locked away in the first place. Here on the outside, there are no doctors, no drugs to numb the senses, because none are needed. People here self-medicate with the anaesthetics of sit-coms and network news. I would be one of them had I not broken free of the system, where they sought to subvert my mind and rebuild it to accept their madness as reality. If only they could see the truth! Sanity, I've learned, is nothing but a damn popularity contest.” You were committed to the care of a mental institution or some other facility for a perceived mental defect. Perhaps you committed a crime and were found unfit for trial, or maybe your family discarded you in a sanitarium. Whatever the reason, you didn’t like it, and so you broke free. After your escape, you may have assumed a new identity and blended back into society, wearing the mask of conformity to rejoin the suburban herd. Alternatively, you may have kept running, scared of being recaptured, and so you live as a vagrant or a traveller, just another face in the mass of society’s human refuse.



Disadvantages Aggression, Amnesia, Anxiety disorder, Black sheep, Body dysmorphia, Delusions, Depression, Drug addiction (medication), Low pain threshold, Low self-esteem, Manic-depressive, Martyr, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Oath of revenge, Paranoia, Phobia, Schizophrenia, Secret, Self-injury, Sexual neurosis, Sexually repressed, Socially inept, Wanted.



Advantages Alertness, Animal friendship, Dreamless, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Enhanced awareness, Pacifism, Sixth sense, Social chameleon, Talent (artistic, mathematical, scientific).



Dark Secret Guilty of crime, Insanity, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 2-4 (Unemployed, any other profession)



Skills Acting, Burglary, Computers, Disguise, Drive, Electronics, Forgery, Handgun, Hide, Numerology, Poisons & drugs, Search, Sneak, Swim, Unarmed combat.
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Athlete “Strength. Speed. Performance. That's all I care about. As an elite physical specimen, I don't care about the rules other people live by. I can't. Thinking of them, sitting on the sofa eating doritos with their fat kids, fat spouses, fat pets, it's hard remembering that I belong to the same species. I've got less and less time for the fans these days; it disrupts my focus. When I'm in the zone, everything becomes clear. There is no room for fiction, no time for the bullshit and lies that crowd the heads of those losers, keeping them safe, keeping them tame. No barrier can stand in my path, be it physical or psychological. I'm going to exceed everyone's expectations, going to reach the wall and smash through it with the intensity of a nuclear bomb. I'll break that wall, or die trying.” You were born with a high degree of physical talent, and it has taken you far in life. Since you were a child, your body has been your livelihood, it has defined who and what you are. Thoughts of retirement dwell on your mind like death - a death within life - and so, you live only for the present, adopting the philosophy that burning brightest is better than burning longest. Perhaps you use performance-enhancing drugs to enhance your abilities, dismissive of the consequences. As a natural sportsman, you are inherently competitive. Seeing others out-do you in any field fills you with a desire to exceed, to strive to be the best. You may be pathologically driven, overly aggressive, or you may be quietly determined, possessed of a Zen-like dedication to achieving the apex of physical performance.



Disadvantages Aggression, Ambitious, Bad reputation, Brash, Compulsively healthy, Covetous, Debt, Drug addiction (performanceenhancing drugs, painkillers), Egotist, Mania, Mental compulsion, Oedipal, Rival, Sexually tantalizing, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Body awareness, Contortionist, Driving Goal, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Fast healer, Fast reactions, Fearless, Influential friends, Luck, Natural athlete, Rich, Status, Talent (physical, specific sport).



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 8-10 (Olympic athlete, boxer, football player, ice skater, coach, trainer)



Skills Acrobatics, Carousing, Climb, Dancing, Dodge, Drive vehicle, Gambling, Net of contacts (sports world/media), Sport, Swim, Throw, Unarmed combat.
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Avenger “Once I had it all: a loving husband, two young girls, a house in the suburbs. But all that was burned away on that night, snatched from me by the men who invaded my home and snatched my daughters. It took months to track them down, a task that cost my marriage, my career...perhaps even my sanity. When I found them it was too late. As I opened my vein and dripped my lifeblood on to my childrens' graves, a realisation washed over me, stronger than the aching loss and bitterness that filled my being. I was not deserving of death. The memory of my children asked a price of me, of my body, before I let go and joined them in the grave. The price was vengeance. I swore that I would stop at nothing, absolutely nothing, in order to punish the monsters responsible. The dead demand it of me.” You have suffered some terrible tragedy in your past, an event so traumatic that it has transformed your life and perhaps shattered you emotionally. Now your entire existence is structured around gaining revenge against those who harmed you. The object of your hatred may be an individual or a criminal gang, perhaps a corporation or something larger. The only thing that motivates you in life is a desire to see your enemies destroyed. Your personality is consumed by your anger and regret. Perhaps you feel guilt towards what happened, and must atone for your sins through vengeance. Thoughts of violence crowd your imagination, and you devote your time to planning ways to end the lives of your enemies, and then, perhaps, your own.



Disadvantages Aggression, Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Bad reputation, Cruel, Curse, Cynic, Death wish, Depression, Drug addiction, Fanaticism, Flashbacks, Habitual liar, Hatred, Haunted, Health/hygiene negligent, Insomnia, Maimed, Mania, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Oath of revenge, Panic disorder, Paranoia, Post-traumatic stress disorder, Scarred, Schizophrenia, Self-injury, Sexual neurosis, Sociopathy, Stoic, Wanted.



Advantages Code of honour, Driving goal, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Fast reactions, Fearless, Iron will, Multiple identities, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 3-5 (Pick any)



Skills Automatic weapon, Burglary, Climb, Dagger, Demolition, Disguise, Dodge, Drive, Falling technique, Handgun, Hide, Impact weapon, Information retrieval, Interrogation, Martial Arts (any), Search, Shadow, Sneak, Streetwise.
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Blue Collar “A man's job is never finished, and ain't that the truth. I’ve seen this city inside out and upside down. I keep the blood pumping in its veins and the people happy on its streets, but do I get the credit? Like hell I do. The boss is riding me, I’ve got five kids to feed and the taxman is coming to break down the door. Well, if I had the Navy and the Marines on my side, I’d be a motherfucker too. I learned the hard lesson that life isn't always about doing what you want to do. In fact, it's usually just the opposite: one vile, boring task after another, until you finally give up. Hey, what can you do? No use crying over lost dreams and the ghost of the union. All that remains for me is to work the trade and hope to God that the vultures leave something more than dust and bones when the day is done.” You were never very interested in school. You left it behind as soon as you could in order to enjoy life, to party with your friends and make some money working a job. Life was ahead of you in those days, and you had some grand plans about the direction it would take. But it wasn’t long before your girl was pregnant, and all those plans had to be laid away. You had to grow up fast, knuckle down and provide for a family. Soon enough all those things you thought were important were forgotten, lost in the endless days of work to do and bills to pay. Sometimes you look back on your youth and wonder about what might have been, but those thought are always quickly banished by the weight of new responsibilities. The job you work is hard and dirty, and it’s never going to make you rich, but it feeds your kids and keeps a roof over their heads. You just hope they are smart enough to learn from your mistakes. Your personality is most probably trustworthy, reliable and friendly. You are highly sociable and can make friends fast with your everyman charisma, but your amiability hides an emptiness. Over time, the job has forced you to sacrifice all of the things you enjoyed, and now you have trouble even remembering what you like besides a stiff drink to relieve the stress.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad luck, Brash, Cynic, Debt, Dependant, Drug addiction, Dyslexia, Ecomaniac, Reckless gambler, Insomnia, Intolerance, Low self esteem, Migraine, Rationalist, Reactionary.



Advantages Approachable, Cultural flexibility, Endure heat/cold, Endure hunger/thirst, Gift of sleep, Good reputation, Iron will, Resistance to illness.



Dark Secret Guilty of crime, Occult experience, Victim of crime, Uprooted.



Living Standard 3-5 (Plumber, truck driver, taxi driver, electrician, general labourer)



Skills Craft, City/Area knowledge, Electronics, Locksmithing, Motor mechanics, Navigation, Radio communications, Streetwise, Bargaining, Search, Driving.
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Caregiver “There are a lot of people who need help out there at three in the morning, and for some reason few people seem to care. I worked at a helpline for years, trying to help people with all kinds of problems: abuse, poverty, drugs. But that wasn’t enough. All I could do was listen and advise, but talk isn't worth much to a scared and lonely runaway or a mother who needs to feed her baby. Soon I had to get out on the street and actually do something for someone. I am not entitled to the comforting ignorance that keeps society blinded. If only more people would realise the power they have to help others, the world would be that little bit more tolerable.” Your life is about helping others. You might work at a helpline, an inner city shelter or clinic, or some other benevolent facility. You might be an altruistic volunteer or a professional specialising in aiding those in need, such as a social worker or nurse. Whatever your vocation, you are motivated to make the existence of others less painful, even at the cost of your own happiness. You believe in the power of example, and that one person can make a difference to the plight of the world, otherwise there might not be a world worth living in. Guilt or some form of vow may be behind your choice, or perhaps you made no choice at all and have always felt an obligation to help. Your personality is strong, dedicated, and honest. You abhor mindless violence and self-centredness. Perhaps you doubt the point of your benevolence, and depression is beginning to set in at the sight of wars, epidemics, and the seemingly limitless capacity of human cruelty, the results of which you are exposed to day after day.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Debt, Dependent, Depression, Guilt, Gullible, Health/hygiene negligent, Innocently blamed, Martyr, Mental compulsion, Mistaken identity, Needy, Panic disorder, Paranoia, Submissive, Unwilling medium.



Advantages Altruism, Empathy, Faith, Forgiving, Good reputation, Honesty, Motherliness, Optimist, Pacifism.



Dark Secret Guilty of crime, Supernatural experience, Survivor friend, Uprooted, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 3-5 (Social worker, humanitarian relief worker, foster parent, nurse)



Skills Alternative medicine, Bureaucracy, City/Area knowledge, Counselling, Drive vehicle, First aid, Net of contacts (law enforcement/street people), Scrounging, Streetwise.
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Celebrity “Sure, they say everybody's getting their fifteen minutes of fame these days, but what I've got is real. My agent sure is earning his ten percent after the last movie: he’s breaking deals with producers at all hours while I’m out enjoying the fruits of success: women, drugs, limousines. There’s talk of a major push in the works, maybe even a guaranteed Oscar role, if I can just keep the studio in the black. It doesn't take a genius to figure out that it all comes down to the financial bottom line. Talent? That's less important than recognition. The media can manufacture recognition. And the media can be bought with money. The audience aren't competent to judge the good from the bad; they have to be told. Right now the studios are telling them that I am the greatest thing since sliced bread, and the box office returns will always speak louder than the critics.” You are a famous, or infamous, personality in the media, movies, music or some other public stage. Whether people love or detest you, they know your name and your face, and that's all you care about. There may be a vast financial empire behind you, marketing your image and your, perhaps dubious, talents to the world. Your exploits and conduct are scrutinised by the press, and you thrive on their attention. Your personality is probably shallow, attention seeking and immature as a result of your fame. You may perceive yourself to be a fake, an untalented phoney, and the fear of one day being found out manifests in all kinds of neuroses and vices.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Bad reputation, Brash, Compulsively healthy/hygienic, Covetous, Compulsive Judas, Cruel, Death wish, Domineering, Drug addiction, Eating disorder, Egotist, Gullible, Habitual liar, Lecherousness, Phobia, Manicdepressive, Manipulative, Rival, Secret, Sexually tantalizing, Split personality, Stalker, Vain.



Advantages Approachable, Age well, Cultural flexibility, Good reputation, Influential friends, Luck, Rich, Status, Talent (artistic, musical).



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 8-10 (Writer, pop musician, model, actor, TV personality)



Skills Acting, Carousing, Creative writing, Disguise, Driving, Etiquette, Haut monde, Net of contacts (celebrities, agents), Play instrument, Rhetoric, Seduction, Singing, Sleight of hand, Style.
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City Samurai “The underworld is an easy place to make a living, and an even easier place to make enemies. In the real world people find protection through the authorities and courts, but they don’t count for much in my part of town. In the underworld protection comes from guns and walls. And, for the right price, people like me. Most instances I don’t have to do so much as bat an eyelid. Power perceived is power achieved, after all, but other times you have to be willing to back up your threats, and then there is no room for weakness.” You are a foot soldier in the shadowy world of organised crime or big finance, carrying out the orders of your employer without question. You may be a mob capo, a Yakuza kanbu, a Red Mafia voor, or a member of a triad gang, drug cartel or corporate security outfit. Whatever your role, you are fiercely loyal to your people and do whatever needs to be done to protect their interests. You might hold honour and duty in the highest esteem, or you may simply be loyal to your paycheck, either way, you are a reliable asset and are fully self-possessed in carrying out your tasks. Your personality is single-minded, aggressive, and perhaps a little sociopathic. You keep your personal life as separate from your professional life as possible, and never invest any emotion in the jobs you are assigned. You have a very dark, unforgiving view of the world and of human nature, seeing it perhaps as a machine, a Darwinian system in which the weak are invariably dominated by the strong. You believe that this is always going to be the way of the world. The lesson: don't be weak.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Brash, Compulsively healthy, Cruel, Death wish, Domineering, Drug addiction, Egotist, Greed, Habitual liar, Hatred, Intolerance, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Sociopathy, Stoic, Wanted.



Advantages Alertness, Body awareness, Code of honour, Cool, Endomorphic body, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Fast healer, Influential friends, Intuition, Mentor, Multiple identities, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 5-7 (Criminal, contract killer, bodyguard, legbreaker, lone shark)



Skills Acrobatics, Automatic weapons, Burglary, City/Area knowledge, Climb, Dagger Dodge, Drive, Escape artist, Falling technique, First aid, Handgun, Hide, Impact weapons, Interrogation, Man of the world, Martial Arts (any), Net of contacts (criminals), Night combat, Rifle & crossbow, Search, Shadow, Sneak, Streetwise, Swim, Sword, Throwing weapons, Two-handed combat, Whips & chains.
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Clergy “Yes, the world has changed a great deal in the past few years. When people see the suffering around them, with all the wars and diseases and injustices, they say there is no place for God, and that mercy and forgiveness are dead. I can only tell them that God makes his own room, and that it will all work out...at the end of time. A sombre comfort, for sure, and one I find increasingly hard to hold on to these days, but hold to it I must.” You are a devotee of one of the major religions: perhaps a Christian priest, Jewish rabbi, Muslim imam or Hindu or Buddhist monk. You believe wholeheartedly in organised religion, and the meaning it brings to people's lives. Religion forms the core of your being, and you have seen fit to structure not just your career, but also your whole life around your faith. You believe that there is a higher power to which all human beings are ultimately responsible, and that we must strive to live our lives by the codes and ethics set out by the earthly scriptures and representatives of that power. Your personality is dictated by your religion, and you do everything within your means to adhere to it's tenets and act as a shining example to others, leading the type of abstemious and moral existence which is almost unheard of in today's world. You know that the world is a fast-changing place, and that more and more of your contemporaries have strayed from the righteous path into the mire of temptation, a fact that weighs heavily on your mind, and at times, your faith. You remember that virtue is only virtue when it clashes against vice, when it causes you to question your choices in life and lie awake in your darkened room. Anything else is mere affectation. So you welcome the questioning and the pain, and find solace in the knowledge that through your faith, and despite the doubt, virtue will succeed.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Bad Reputation, Covetous, Curse, Delusions, Depression, Domineering, Drug addiction, Fanaticism, Guilt, Hatred, Haunted, Intolerance, Martyr, Mental compulsion, Reactionary, Sexual Neurosis, Sexually repressed.



Advantages Altruism, Code of honour, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Empathy, Enhanced awareness, Faith, Forgiving, Good reputation, Honesty, Influential friends, Intuition, Magical intuition, Mentor, Motherliness, Optimism, Pacifism, Secret, Status.



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Guardian, Supernatural experience.



Living Standard 2-4 (Priest, imam, rabbi, monk/nun, religious social worker or teacher)



Skills Administration, Counselling, Etiquette, Humanities scholarship (theology, scriptural study, religious history), Information retrieval, Instruction, Languages, Meditation, Net of contacts (church hierarchy/organisation), Rhetoric, Written report.
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Company Careerist “They say those you screw over on the way up will be there to meet you on the way down, but I don’t put much stock in platitudes. Life is too short and there’s money to be made, status to be had, power to be exercised. My father worked his whole life and never accomplished a fraction of what I do before brunch; but then, he never understood how to progress in the world. The system I work in is a savage beast, but it is not beyond control. It can be studied, and then it can be mastered. Unlike myself, most people will labour every day God sends without taking the initiative to get ahead, to seize the opportunity and climb that ladder to the top. Of course, there's only room for one pair of feet on that ladder, and I intend for those feet to be my own.” You are a bureaucrat or executive engaged in the world of big business. Your whole life is focussed on professional advancement, on reaching better departments and making that all-important short-list for promotion. You don't seem to mind that you have been jumping through hoops for money your entire life; in fact you thrive on the competition, sacrificing your personal life at every opportunity in order to overtake the next guy on the list. You are obsequious and obedient to a fault when it comes to your job. If your boss demanded it, you would gladly get down on all fours and bark like a dog. Anything to do well by the company and seem worthy of advancement. Of course, you are not without pride, without dignity. You realise that to prostrate yourself before the whims of the master now will only serve to strengthen your grip on the power that will one day be yours.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Bad reputation, Covetous, Cruel, Debt, Drug addiction, Egotist, Habitual liar, Intolerance, Jealousy, Manicdepression, Manipulative, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Oedipal, Panic disorder, Rationalist, Reckless gambler, Rival, Secret, Sociopathy, Submissive.



Advantages Driving Goal, Gift for languages, Gift of sleep, Good reputation, Influential friends, Intuition, Iron will, Luck, Mentor, Rich, Status, Talent (mathematical, financial).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Responsible for medical experiments, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 6-8 (Businessman, accountant, broker, economist, engineer)



Skills Accounting & book keeping, Administration, Architecture, Bargaining, Computers, Diplomacy, Drive vehicle, Economics, Estimate value, Etiquette, Forgery, Handgun, Humanities scholarship (law), Information retrieval, Languages, Man of the world, Net of contacts (business world, company).
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Dealer “People say drugs are eating away at society. But if I wasn’t slinging them the next guy would be, and he’d probably just use the returns to gold plate his toilet. Trafficking is a worldwide invisible industry, man. It fuels empires, keeps the smart people like me on top and gives the politicians something to blame their mistakes on. For all the funds poured into the so-called war on drugs, the government could buy all the poppy fields in the world and incinerate them. If that doesn't tell you something about the necessity of narcotics to global society, you must be tripping.” You are a trafficker of narcotics, firearms, or some other form of illegal goods. Perhaps you sling your goods from a ghetto street corner, or distribute to the rich and powerful in high-society settings. Whatever your scene, you have the connections to get people whatever they want. And in return, you get respect: everybody knows your name, perhaps even the cops, and sooner or later everybody gives in to temptation, and it's not long before you are at number '1' on their speed-dial. Your personality is amoral, conniving and venal. You hold money to be of prime importance in life and do not care whom you harm in order to get it. If people want to destroy their lives or get involved in criminal activity, let them. They have a mind of their own, after all, and where's the wrong in coming out on top in this most necessary of all evils?



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Covetous, Death wish, Drug addiction, Egotist, Habitual liar, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Rationalist, Reckless gambler, Rival, Scarred (track marks), Sociopathy, Vain, Wanted.



Advantages Approachable, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Empathy, Influential friends, Intuition, Luck, Optimist, Rich, Sixth sense, Status.



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 5-7 (Drug dealer, smuggler, arms trader, jack-of-all-trades, small businessman)



Skills Bargaining, City/Area secrets, Computers, Dagger, Diplomacy, Drive vehicle, Estimate value, Forgery, Gambling, Handgun, Information retrieval, Language, Man of the world, Martial Arts (karate), Net of contacts (at least three different), Rhetoric, Scrounging, Search, Sneak.
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Doctor “No one can doubt the fact that my medical skills are beyond reproach, but some say my attitude is another matter. I have been labelled arrogant, conceited, megalomaniac even. Some have even gone as far as to say I have something called a “God complex”. Consider ,for a moment, the nature of my job: the stricken and afflicted come to me, they submit themselves before me, prostrating themselves upon my altars of cold steel in the hope that I will take away all their sickness and pain, restoring their life, all by the grace of my hands. And while I'm working my magic, to whom do the loved ones of the afflicted pray? To some vague religious symbol, a character in a book? Or to the man with his hands in the folds of their family member's flesh, doing everything he can to keep them alive? I would say that, in that moment, I am the closest thing to God on the face of this Earth.” You are a medical professional of some variety: perhaps an emergency room doctor, a surgeon, paramedic, or some kind of researcher or specialist. The early stage of your career was a long, hard struggle through med school and endless internships, working forty-eight hour shifts for almost no pay. Perhaps you developed a habit for selfmedication just to survive it. Those days changed you inside; now medicine is less about healing people than making money, completing paperwork and adhering to schedule. After all these years, your personality has probably become cold and clinical. You have dispensed with any inclination towards a pleasant bedside manner for the sake of expediency. People are machines that you fix and send on their way, and any emotion invested in the process of fixing them is nothing but squandered energy and a disservice to the next broken machine in the line.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Compulsively healthy/hygienic, Curse, Debt, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Haunted, Innocently blamed, Mental compulsion, Panic disorder, Rationalist, Reckless gambler, Rival, Secret, Sexual neurosis, Stoic, Vain.



Advantages Approachable, Altruism, Code of honour (Hippocratic oath), Cool, Empathy, Gift of sleep, Good reputation, Influential friends, Motherliness, Resistance to illness, Rich, Status, Talent (medical).



Dark Secret Guilty of crime, Responsible for medical experiments, Survivor friend.



Living Standard 7-9 (Surgeon, psychiatrist, researcher, medical consultant)



Skills Administration, Alternative medicine, Computers, Counselling, Drive Vehicle, Etiquette, Forensics, Information retrieval, Man of the world, Medicine, Net of contacts (scientists), Natural science, Poisons & drugs, Written report.
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Femme Fatale “Bitch, slut, whore, gold-digger. Just a few of the names they have for me, but I don't care. They use me as a convenient hate figure to disguise their own shameful lack of ambition. I grew up in poverty, and I'll do anything to make sure I don't ever have to live like that again. If that means sleeping around and using what I know to my advantage, so be it: it's just natural selection. The weak ones are there to justify the strong.” You are an undoubtedly beautiful woman, and don't you know it. You have used the affections of others to get what you want from an early age, and it has become the basis of your personality; you use anything in your arsenal to get the best out of a situation, and are always on the look-out for angles, weaknesses to be exploited for gain. You very rarely feel any form of true affection for anyone beside yourself, and you don't even like yourself that much. You are angry, bitter at your youth and the life you were forced to live until you found the power to break free and take charge. Now you let nothing stand in your way. One way or another, no matter what you have to do, you'll get what you want.



Disadvantages Aggression, Ambitious, Bad reputation, Covetous, Cruel, Death wish, Domineering, Egotist, Fixation, Habitual liar, Jealousy, Low self-esteem, Manipulative, Mortal enemy, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Needy, Oath of revenge, Self-injury, Sexual neurosis, Sexually tantalizing, Split personality, Sociopathy, Vain, Wanted.



Advantages Age well, Animal friendship, Body awareness, Cool, Empathy, Gift for languages, Influential friends (blackmail), Intuition, Motherliness, Rich, Social chameleon, Talent (social, artistic).



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Victim of crime, Guilty of crime, Insanity.



Living Standard 6-8 (Escort, criminal, secretary, businesswoman)



Skills Diplomacy, Dagger, Etiquette, Languages, Interrogation, Disguise, Poisons and drugs, Information retrieval, Net of contacts (Jet Set), Drive, Handgun, Acting, Martial Arts (jujitsu/karate), Rhetoric, Man of the world, Estimate value.
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Fugitive “A dripping tap. A crescent moon. The glint of steel. The cellar door sprayed with blood, black in the moonlight. That's all I can remember from that terrible night all those years ago. To call what happened next a trial would be a joke: a lynch mob would be more accurate. Nobody cared what I had to say, Nobody cared about the truth. For what felt like an eternity, I paced around that ten-by-six cell, that hole they threw me in to die. When I saw my chance to be free, I did not hesitate, not for a second. They are never going to put me in a cage again. I've just got to keep moving, keep one step ahead death.” You were recently incarcerated for a crime you may or may not have committed. Either way, you have broken free of prison and live your life on the run from the authorities, constantly looking over your shoulder in expectation of seeing cops and guns. You are haunted by dreams in which you feel the cold touch of iron bars, and hear cell doors slam shut with terrible finality that shakes you from your sleep. Your personality is defined by the situation you are in: quiet, suspicious, constantly on edge. In some ways you are more a prisoner now than you were behind bars, as your mind is consumed with paranoia and dedicated to the endless struggle to survive. You try not to make connections, never meeting anyone eye to eye for fear they might recognise you. You may have entertained thoughts of suicide as a release from the tension and the nightmares of prison, but the need to keep moving always pushes those thoughts out of your mind. You do yet know if you can sustain this existence, but like with all things, only time will tell.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Bad reputation, Cynic, Depression, Drug addiction, Hatred (law enforcement, authority figures), Insomnia, Mental compulsion, Mistaken identity, Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Panic disorder, Paranoia, Persecuted, Phobia (claustrophobia), Socially inept, Wanted.



Advantages Alertness, Animal friendship, Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure torture, Intuition, Iron will, Multiple identities, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Responsible for medical experiments, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 1-3 (Varies from place to place, but always menial)



Skills Acting, Burglary, City/Area secrets, Climb, Disguise, Dodge, Drive vehicle, Escape Artist, Handgun, Man of the world, Professional skill (any), Scrounging, Sneak, Survival, Unarmed combat.



20 of 46



Gang Member “Nobody survives for long without family. In this world you need people to watch your back. After a life of foster homes and juvenile detention, the street is the only family I've ever known. I've been getting beat down my whole life, kicked around like yesterday’s garbage, told I'm nothing but worthless and stupid. Well, not stupid enough to forget. The whole damn world owes me a debt, and, like my brothers say, the time has come to collect.” You are a member of an inner city street gang, a bad of criminal thugs, or one of a group of hooligans motivated by sport or some other pursuit. You define yourself by your connection to your cohorts. You are nothing without them, and your connection to them is deep: you grew up on the same streets and lived the same life. They are probably the only family you have ever known, certainly the only one you have ever cared about. Your personality is aggressive and violent, but also loyal and fraternal. You see the world as out to get you, and probably with good reason, and the only valid resistance is found within the gang. You trust your brothers, but are wary of them also. The life you lead is dangerous, and there is a constant struggle for supremacy between members of the gang. It's a rough life, but easier than any you have known before.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Brash, Death wish, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Habitual liar, Hatred, Intolerance, Mania, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Rebellious, Wanted.



Advantages Bête Noir ally, Body awareness, Code of honour, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Endure pain, Fearless, Iron will, Sixth sense, Talent (artistic).



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 2-4 (Unemployed, criminal, general labourer)



Skills Body artistry, Burglary, City/Area secrets, Climb, Dagger, Dancing, Drive, Estimate value, Graffiti, Handgun, Hide, Impact weapons, Language, Man of the world, Martial Arts (any), Poisons & drugs, Rhetoric, Scrounging, Sneak, Streetwise.
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Generation X “When I was a kid I used to believe the things the TV told me: I was going to be rich, famous, cool, and the world was going to be mine for the taking. It didn’t take long to wise up and learn that I am not a unique and individual snowflake. I am not going to be a rockstar or an astronaut. I’m just one more piece of shit being ground under society’s heel. Whatever. Life’s short and then you go the way of all organic matter. No time to worry about anybody else, hell, I’ll be lucky if I can save my own ass from the attentions of the powers that be. It's their world out there; the strip malls, the billboards and the endless freeways choking the city up with smog. But, as I look out my window, I see past all that, to my real heritage: the poverty, the starvation, the drug-addicted millions being lead straight into Hell. This is not the world I was promised.” Life has not turned out to be the wild ride you thought it would. In fact, it's pretty damn depressing. Like with most things, the advertising proved more attractive than the reality, and now you're pissed off and tired, one of the disenfranchised with neither the means nor the inclination to participate in the society that raised you on a diet of rampant capitalist amorality and force-fed optimism. As one of society's losers, you work menial and low-paying jobs in the service sector, barely performing to a satisfactory standard and getting fired on average every few months. You don't care. You don't know where your life is going, but you are sure that it will not get any better than this. Your personality is inherently pessimistic. Life has taught you that optimism is something that has a place only in the fiction of television and movies, not the brutality of the real world. You are possessed by a sense of victimhood, and believe that the world, for all it's wretched condition, still owes you a debt, and you are angry that the promises laid before you have been revealed as false.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Black sheep, Consuming hobby, Cynic, Death wish, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Ecomaniac, Forgotten, Health/hygiene negligent, Internet junkie, Low self-esteem, Paranoia, Phobia, Pretentious, Schizophrenia, Socially inept, Vain.



Advantages Approachable, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Dreamless, Empathy, Honesty, Luck, Social chameleon.



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Insanity, Uprooted, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 2-4 (Bar tender, waiter, pizza delivery boy, bicycle messenger, office schlep)



Skills Carousing, City/Area secrets, Computers, Dancing, Drive, Humanities scholarship, Information retrieval, Languages, Man of the world, Natural science, Pictorial art, Play instrument, Poison & drugs, Seduction, Social science, Sport, Streetwise, Trivia, Writing.
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Hacker “From the first wood-panelled console my parents bought me, I knew computers were the way of the future. By the time I was ten I was designing video games and selling software out of my Dad's garage. A decade later and I was skipping in and out of government databases while listening out for sirens. Not much has changed with the coming and going of the dotcom revolution. Sure, there's more data out there, more stuff to rip off. The only difference I notice now is that I don't bother to listen for sirens anymore. I’m just too damn good.” You specialise in the use and abuse of computers, making a living from your abundance of talent and lack of morality. You might design viruses, hack databases or steal sensitive information for shadowy clients who understand that the information superhighway is a dangerous and lawless road. Computers have been your life since you were a kid, offering you an escape to a wild frontier where you call the shots. You are careful to preserve you life in the real world, abiding by the rules, paying taxes, even helping your landlady with her garbage. But in the digital world, you rank somewhere up there with Billy the Kid and Blackbeard the pirate in terms of respect for the law.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Black sheep, Brash, Consuming hobby, Cowardice, Depression, Drug addiction (stimulants), Egotist, Greed, Health/hygiene negligent, Internet junkie, Intolerance, Nightmares, Rationalist, Rival, Paranoia, Phobia, Socially inept, Wanted.



Advantages Altruism, Code of honour, Cool, Influential friends, Multiple identities, Rich, Talent (computers, mathematics).



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime.



Living Standard 5-7 (Computer programmer, technician, consultant)



Skills Computers, Drive vehicle, Electronics, Etiquette, Information retrieval, Natural science, Net of contacts (scientists, engineers, hackers, geeks), Photography, Security systems, Social science, Trivia, Written report.
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Homemaker “At first it was a temporary thing: she would go to work and I would stay home and raise the twins until we could afford an au pair. It wasn't like my career prospects could just evaporate overnight, right? Seven years on, I may be the model of a domesticated, sensitive and progressive male, but sometimes I wish there was more to life than scrubbing grass stains and dreaming of what might have been.” For whatever reason, you have chosen to relinquish your career to focus on your family life, perhaps in order to raise children, or due to some form of injury or sickness. You spend almost all day, every day, indoors tending to the needs of your family, and you are nothing if not the model spouse and parent. Though you live the ideal life, with white picket fences, a two-car garage and a squash club membership; you cannot help but feel that there exists a void at the centre of your existence, and that it cannot be filled with an endless array of products bought off the TV and twiceyearly holidays in the sun.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder (agoraphobia), Compulsively healthy/hygienic, Dependant, Depression, Drug addiction, Fanaticism, Gullible, Hypochondriac, Intolerance, Jealousy, Mania, Manic-depressive, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Needy, Nightmares, Paranoia, Phobia, Rationalist, Reactionary, Sexual neurosis, Sexually repressed, Submissive.



Advantages Altruism, Code of honour, Empathy, Forgiving, Good reputation, Honesty, Motherliness, Optimism, Pacifism, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Insanity, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 4-6 (Houseperson, soccer mom, shut-in)



Skills Accounting & book keeping, Acting, City/Area knowledge, Cooking, Craft (sewing), Dancing, Diplomacy, Drive vehicle, Etiquette, First aid, Interrogation, Mechanically inclined (household appliances only), Meditation, Net of contacts (neighbourhood), Photography, Search, Sport (tennis), Style.
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Hustler “They say it's the oldest profession in the world. If that were true you'd think a union would have formed by now. If only the wives of these johns knew what they were in to, both the divorce rate and the prison population would double. This wasn't how I pictured my life turning out, and I don't take pride in what I do for a living, but turning tricks in the city beats flipping burgers back home, or at least that's what I tell myself. Last night I worked fifteen hours straight, from club to club, then street to street. When the night was over, I looked at my body in the mirror. Know what I saw? I saw a doll, covered in bruises, blood and come. And inside I felt just as dead.” You work the streets for a living, as a prostitute, pimp or some other small-time criminal making a living off the vices of wayward citizens. You know the criminal underworld well, and are familiar with the darker recesses of the city, and the lay of the land when it comes to working your trade. You might be a young runaway doing what you need to do to survive, or you might be a veteran of the street, trying hard not to lose yourself forever in the mire of drugs and violence.



Disadvantages Bad luck, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Cynic, Death Wish, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Forgotten, Guilt, Illness, Low self- esteem, Manic-depression, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Needy, Persecuted, Rebellious, Sexual neurosis, Sexually tantalising.



Advantages Alertness, Cultural flexibility, Empathy, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Intuition, Resistance to illness, Sixth sense, Talent (social).



Dark Secret Guilty of crime, Insanity, Survivor friend, Victim of medical experiments, Uprooted.



Living Standard 1-3 (Unemployed, prostitute, call girl, stripper)



Skills Carousing, City/Area knowledge, City/Area secrets, Dancing, Drive vehicle, Erotica, Estimate value, Hide, Man of the world, Net of contacts (prostitutes, pimps, johns), Scrounging, Search, Seduction, Sleight of hand, Sneak, Style, Survival (urban), Unarmed combat.
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Lawyer “People like to talk about the world being composed of shades of grey. Well, things appear in higher contrast in the courtroom. Did he kill that kid? Yes. Does he deserve to die for it? No. Why not? Because his mama didn't breast-feed him and now he's the real victim in this case. These bleeding hearts make me sick with their talk of rehabilitation. What happened to good old-fashioned vengeance? You ever see grey squares on a chessboard? No. The world is black and white. You live by the law, or you die by it. End of story.” The law is your livelihood. Whichever side of it you work on, be it as a criminal defence attorney or civil lawyer, or as a prosecutor or judge, you devote your life to studying the laws of society and inculcating them. You always try to maintain emotional distance between yourself and the plight of your clients, and for this people may criticise you as cold or heartless. They need to realise that a lawyer who gives a damn is as much use as a doctor disgusted at the sight of blood. You do your best to stay above it all: aloof, entirely self-interested, remembering that the good the client and the good of your career are inseparable.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Bad reputation, Covetous, Cynic, Domineering, Drug addiction, Egoist, Fanaticism, Guilt, Habitual liar, Intolerance, Low pain threshold, Mania, Manipulative, Mental compulsion, Rationalist, Reactionary, Rival, Secret, Sexual neurosis, Sociopathy, Stoic, Vain.



Advantages Bête-Noir ally, Chivalry, Code of honour (if prosecutor), Cool, Driving goal, Empathy, Good reputation, Influential friends, Iron Will, Mentor, Status, Talent (legal, social).



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Victim or crime.



Living Standard 5-9 (Ambulance chaser, criminal defence attorney, state prosecutor, judge)



Skills Administration, Bureaucracy, City/Area secrets, Computers, Haut monde, Man of the world, Style, Written report, Acting, Diplomacy, Etiquette, Interrogation, Rhetoric, Net of contacts (law enforcement/criminals), Forensics.
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Lounge Lizard “I told the agent that forty-eight gigs in twenty-two cities was a cakewalk to a guy like me. I'm a professional. One time I played every city from Beantown to TJ without so much as a piss break. Of course, that was way back in the good old days, when the clubs were packed and the crowds were always on fire. People say, these days, the nights seem a lot shorter, the paychecks aren't as big, and the good times are harder and harder to come by. That may be true, and perhaps what I'm selling is a dying art, but like a wise man once told me: 'Son, if you're gonna die, die on the stage.' ” You work as an entertainer on the small stage, working clubs, bars and other dives with miniscule crowds. You’ve seen flavours of the month come and go for years. Longevity is the mark of true talent, and you’ve been working the night circuit since you were a kid. Sure, the scene isn’t as fresh as it used to be. Few people even respect the discipline any more, especially the guys behind the curtain, but there will always be a slot somewhere on the billing for a quality performer like you. You've long since laid to rest any youthful dreams of hitting the big time. For you, your real success was in the past. It came and went while you had your head in the clouds dreaming of unattainable goals. At this stage in your life, you want to believe that the means was more valuable than the ends, that life is a journey and not a destination. When you get up on stage, people know they’re going to be entertained. Performance is in your blood, and it's not something you could ever give up just because you have failed to meet whatever naive ambitions you once held.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Bad reputation, Covetous, Curse, Cynic, Debt, Delusions (grandeur), Depression, Drug addiction, Reckless gambler, Jealousy, Lecherousness, Low self-esteem, Manic-depressive, Secret, Reactionary, Vain.



Advantages Approachable, Chivalry, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Gift of sleep, Good reputation, Influential friends, Luck, Mentor, Optimist, Social chameleon, Talent (artistic, musical, social).



Dark Secret Curse, Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Pact with dark powers, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 3-7 (Nightclub owner, jazz musician, stand-up comic, MC)



Skills Dancing, Play instrument, Sleight of hand, City/Area knowledge, Haut monde, Man of the world, Streetwise, Style, Trivia, Acting, Carousing, Net of contacts (nightlife), Rhetoric, Singing, Gambling, Driving.
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Martial Artist “The marks said it couldn't be done. Nobody could step into the ring with the welterweight champ and leave standing. But I did it. A submission win at the three-minute mark, and people were calling me a phenom, the greatest young prospect in the sport. Since that night, my life has been dominated by rigorous training, both physical and psychological. I'm not out for recognition. I’ve never listened to a coach. I'm not a celebrity or some fêted sports personality. I'm a fighter, pure and simple, and that's the way I like it. My sport is not just a competition: it’s a way of life, a discipline. I live alone, I train alone, and I'll win alone.” You have structured your life around the martial arts in some way, either teaching to others, concentrating on developing your own skills or utilising what you know in a professional fighting arena. Though you study and practice the arts of fighting, you may not be an overtly violent person: you may respect your discipline as a form of meditation, enabling you to develop your spirituality and attain inner peace, rather than a way of simply winning brawls.



Disadvantages Aggression, Brash, Compulsively healthy/hygienic, Death wish, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Intolerance, Low self-esteem, Mental compulsion, Oath of revenge, Reactionary, Rival, Socially inept, Stoic, Vain. Advantages Alertness, Animal friendship, Body awareness, Code of honour, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Faith, Good reputation, Iron will, Mentor, Natural athlete, Optimist, Sixth sense, Talent (physical).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Uprooted.



Living Standard 2-5 (Martial arts instructor, cage fighter, muay thai fighter, taoist/buddhist monk)



Skills Alternative medicine, Climb, Herbalism, Humanities (Eastern philosophy), Instruction, Melee & Throwing weapons, Martial Arts (any), Meditation, Natural history, Night combat, Sport (competitive fighting), Two-handed combat.
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Muckraker “It’s like the book says: we may be through with the past, but the past isn’t through with us. That’s where I come in. There’s all kinds of information out there that the powers that be would rather keep hidden. All you have to do is find the weak link in a chain, pass him a twenty, and he’ll show you irrefutable proof that the Vice President is banging his secretary. Sounds outrageous? Just you buy tomorrow's edition and we'll see who the crazy guy is. Once you make that statement, people find it very hard to forget it. You ever try to unring a bell?” You are a journalist, probably working on the wrong side of popular approval and credibility, publishing tawdry and sensationalist stories designed to catch the eye of the masses and spark their ire, and never allowing the facts to get in the way of a good story. Of course, such a career has earned you your share of enemies over the years, and you are cognisant of the fact that some groups out there would dearly like to make you pay for selling your version of the truth. You are naturally curious and inquisitive, but your loyalty to the often falls far short of your loyalty to your paycheck. You realise that the truth, more often that not, is fluid, and belongs to those with the money and the influence. It's your job to control the flow as they direct.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Bad reputation, Brash, Covetous, Cynic, Delusions, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Mania, Mental compulsion, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Paranoia, Phobia, Pretentious, Rationalist, Reactionary, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Eidetic memory, Good reputation, Honesty, Intuition, Iron will, Mentor, Multiple identities, Social chameleon.



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 5-7 (Journalist, investigative reporter, UFOlogist, conspiracy theorist)



Skills Acting, Bargaining, Burglary, Computers, Disguise, Drive vehicle, Forensics, Forgery, Handgun, Informational retrieval, Lip reading, Man of the world, Net of contacts (several), Photography, Rhetoric, Sneak, Written report.
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Musician “The critics will do anything they can to tear the band apart in the media. The pundits and firebrands will harp on about how my music is the cause everything from poverty to national sedition, which is strange seeing as a computer writes most of the songs, and the same corporation that runs their right-wing radio shows is the same one that markets my records. The agents gave a brief on this backlash when the group was formed, and assured us that it is all part of the plan. I never would have believed music was so sociological, with talk of societal macro-trends and key demographics and boardroom committee meetings. The company shareholders are expecting the furore to yield big returns with the world tour, and if I just keep to the script and play my role, there's a chance I might be seeing a cut of those rewards too.” Your profession is music. You may be a solo rapper, a member of a manufactured boy-band or part of a serious rock group. Whatever your genre, you are earning big bucks and are well known in the media as a famous/infamous influence on today's youth. If your fame is great, you are surrounded by hangers-on and flunkeys, and cannot go anywhere without being tailed by a vast entourage of image consultants, groupies, drug pushers and spiritual advisors. Your personality is that of an arrested adolescent - it has to be to succeed in the business you have chosen. You hate responsibility, cherish self-destructive urges and generally try to enjoy the epicurean lifestyle before it disappears. You know that fame is fleeting, and that talent, if you actually have any, is capricious and short-lived. You try not to think more than a day ahead and have a tendency to ignore anything negative in your life, a choice that your lifestyle and those around you do nothing to change.



Disadvantages Aggression, Anxiety disorder, Bad reputation, Brash, Death wish, Depression, Domineering, Drug addiction, Egotist, Lecherousness, Mania, Manic-depression, Mental compulsion, Nightmares, Phobia, Rebellious, Sexual neurosis, Stalker, Vain.



Advantages Age well, Cool, Empathy, Influential friends, Luck, Rich, Status, Talent (artistic, musical).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Insanity, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 6-8 (Rap/rock/ pop musician, record producer, manager)



Skills Acrobatics, Acting, Body artistry, Carousing, Creative writing, Dancing, Drive vehicle, Gambling, Man of the world, Marketing, Play instrument, Poetry, Poisons & drugs, Seduction, Singing.
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Occult Investigator “Once all the possible explanations for an inexplicable event have been exhausted, the impossible, no matter how strange, is invariably true. People usually need to learn that lesson the hard way before they come to me. What I do and what I represent are hard for some people to face, as lending the slightest credence to the necessity of my services involves admitting to themselves that there are many things in reality which are simply beyond human comprehension. It is incredible how far human beings will go to preserve their fragile view of the world, rationalising, theorising, lying to themselves. The occult leaves a mark on the human psyche that can never be erased, and can never be ignored. Sooner or later, exhausted and frustrated, they all come to me, consumed by a need for answers. It's my job to find those answers, no matter how strange, inexplicable or horrific they may be.” People come to you when they have nowhere else to go: when they are tired of being laughed at or branded a lunatic, not just by others, but by their own minds. Your job is to explain the unexplainable, and provide some measure of sanity in a world that has long since gone mad. You might work as a specialised private investigator, known to a select clientele by word-of-mouth and urban myth. Or you may hold a day job like any other normal citizen, but when the need arises, you drop your mundane life and delve into the darkness of the city, relying upon an affinity for the weird, strange and downright terrifying, which you alone seem able to handle.



Disadvantages Animal enmity, Anxiety disorder, Bad reputation, Death Wish, Delusions, Depression, Drug addiction, Fanaticism, Haunted, Insomnia, Mental compulsion, Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Paranoia, Poltergeist, Schizophrenia, Secret, Sexual neurosis, Socially inept, Stoic, Unwilling medium, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Bête Noir ally, Code of honour, Endure pain, Endure torture, Enhanced awareness, Faith, Fearless, Gift for languages, Influential friends, Intuition, Luck, Magical intuition, Multiple identities, Psychic power, Rich, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Chosen, Curse, Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guardian, Occult experience, Pact with dark powers, Possessed and haunted.



Living Standard 5-9 (Art/antiques dealer, paranormal consultant, government or corporate special agent, marginal journalist)



Skills Burglary, Diplomacy, Disguise, Drive vehicle, Estimate value, Etiquette, Forgery, Handgun, Hide, Humanities scholarship (art history), Hypnosis, Man of the world, Net of contacts (occultists), Numerology, Occultism, Parapsychology, Poisons & drugs, Search, Security systems, Seduction, Shadow, Sneak, Swim, Unarmed combat.
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Outsider “I live my life alone, in darkness and seclusion, moving from place to place. Sure, I've tried to settle down, tried to reach out to those animals in the real world, but I always ended up burned, left choking on the rage I've felt towards others, and myself, for as long as I can remember. Now I just try to keep to myself, pacing around whatever motel room I'm in that week, like some convict in a cell. Hell, whatever. I'm not averse to being alone if it means I get to keep my mind.” For your entire life you have felt like an outcast. As a kid you had trouble relating to your peers, and were condemned to watch from afar as they played in their groups. As you grew older, nothing changed. You were always marginalised as the world ticked along, without any need of your participation. Except now you have stopped looking for approval, and stopped believing in the existence of a place you can call home. You know that the only things worth having in this world are the things you go out and get for yourself. The validation of others means nothing, and those who spend their lives seeking it are only wasting their time and squandering their dignity in subscribing to the ideals of the herd. You count your isolation as a blessing.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad luck, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Curse, Death wish, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Forgotten, Habitual liar, Health/hygiene negligent, Mental constriction, Mistaken identity, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Paranoia, Persecuted, Phobia, Reckless gambler, Schizophrenia, Sexual neurosis, Socially inept, Wanted.



Advantages Animal friendship, Body awareness, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Enhanced awareness, Fast healer, Fast reactions, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Intuition, Multiple identities, Resistance to illness, Sixth sense, Talent (artistic).



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Insanity, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments, Uprooted.



Living Standard 1-3 (Unemployed, criminal, general labourer)



Skills Automatic weapons, Burglary, Climb, Dagger, Disguise, Dodge, Drive vehicle, Falling technique, Gambling, Handgun, Hide, Man of the world, Martial Arts (any), Motor mechanics, Net of contacts (outsiders), Night combat, Play instrument (guitar/harmonica), Poisons & drugs, Rifle & crossbow, Seduction, Singing, Shadow, Sneak, Survival, Throwing weapons, Whips & chains.
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Paparazzi “Celebrity is the new religion, and guys like me are the prophets. We spend hours in meditative vigil, awaiting a glimpse of this week's icon, worshipping these earthly divinities with barrages of flashbulbs and shouted questions, then we run to our editors, as though with word from the Burning Bush, to provide pictures of our encounters with the divine. Of course, this religion is a heathen one, in which even it's gods do not stay sacrosanct for long. My camera is there when they are on the way to the top, and you can bet it's there when they hit rock bottom, usually with a telescopic lens.” You make your living by capturing the glamour of the überculture: the movie stars, recording artists, supermodels, and other assorted glitterati. You and your camera are there to capture them at their highs at premieres, awards ceremonies, and charity fundraisers, and you are there to document their lows, from the drug arrests to public pratfalls to personal tragedies. They are the wildlife and you are the zoologist, recording their every movement so that it may be studied, criticised and worshipped by the celebrity-addicted masses. Your job requires that you have little in the way of morality or respect for those you seek to photograph. You might have no problems with scaling walls, breaking windows and otherwise heckling your subject in order to secure that allimportant shot for the magazines and tabloid covers.



Disadvantages Animal enmity, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Brash, Cruel, Cynic, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Fixation, Forgotten, Reckless gambler, Guilt, Habitual liar, Low self-esteem, Manic-depressive, Manipulative, Mental compulsion, Mortal enemy (perhaps several), Phobia, Rival.



Advantages Alertness, Cultural flexibility, Eidetic memory, Enhanced awareness, Fast reactions, Intuition, Luck, Sixth sense, Talent (artistic).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Occult experience, Supernatural experience, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 3-5 (Freelance photographer)



Skills Climb, Dodge, Hide, Sneak, Search, City/Area knowledge, City/Area secrets, Information retrieval, Streetwise, Security systems, Drive, Disguise, Net of contacts (paparazzi, journalists), Burglary, Forgery, Photography, Shadow.
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Parapsychologist “Modern science may be able to tell us everything from the composition of electrons to the composition of the farthest stars, but ask those same scientists the right questions and all their theories disappear in a puff of logic. According to modern science, the bumblebee cannot fly and the evolution of the eye is a downright impossibility. It's a hard lesson to learn, but the map is not the territory, and to blindly follow the dogmas of the mainstream scientific community is to follow a path defined only by arrogance and ignorance. I've devoted my career to exploring first-hand those areas modern science wishes it could simply dismiss, and about which it can only say 'Here be dragons.'” You are determined to discover the truth behind the stranger aspects of the world, be they ghosts, psychic phenomena, reincarnation, UFO's or some other bizarre field scoffed at by mainstream science. This desire to probe the unknown may stem from a brush with the supernatural or the inexplicable, an event that set the course of your life in opposition to the orthodox establishment. You may have been dedicated to the paranormal since a young age, or you may have defected from a more acceptable field of science, sacrificing your career and credibility in the eyes of your peers in order to pursue something more exciting, dangerous and unique. Despite the attitude of those around you, you have an unshakeable self-belief, and see your choice as the very essence of scientific discovery and progress.



Disadvantages Bad luck, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Curse, Delusions, Fanaticism, Gullible, Haunted, Intolerance (scientific establishment), Mania, Manic-depressive, Mental compulsion, Narcoleptic/Epileptic, Nightmares, Paranoia, Poltergeist, Rebellious, Sexually repressed, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Empathy, Enhanced awareness, Intuition, Magical intuition, Mentor, Sixth sense, Talent (scientific, mathematical).



Dark Secret Occult experience, Insanity, Responsible for medical experiments, Supernatural experience.



Living Standard 4-6 (Parapsychologist, professor of psychology, anthropology or archaeology)



Skills Alternative medicine, Astrology, Computers, Cosmology, Counselling, Drive vehicle, Net of contacts (university/parapsychologists), Numerology, Occultism, Parapsychology, Photography, Rhetoric, Written report.
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Plainclothes Cop “Everyone lies. I may not like to admit it, but I do it too. Every time I put that gun in its shoulder holster and that badge in my pocket, just out of sight. I conceal the fact that I am a cop. It's a useful tactic. It gets people to drop their defences just long enough for me to get a read on whatever they're hiding. You just can't lie to someone like me, at least, not for very long. I'm swimming in lies everyday. I know them like a fish knows water. Sometimes, though, the sheer scale and ubiquity of deception in the world depresses me. It seems the more I see of lies, the more I hate them; but at the same time, they are my livelihood, and this job demands that I make people responsible for their actions, and make them answer for the truth.” You are a detective or investigator with the city's police, or perhaps with a national agency such as the FBI. You worked long and hard to rise in the ranks, walking the street for years amid the squalor and sin in the belief that elevation in status meant an elevation out of the city's shit. In truth, you were only plunging yourself in deeper. Now you don't just clean up the mess, you are asked to understand it, to discover the reasons behind it, even when there are none. Decide on the department that the character belongs to, and what crimes they specialise in solving. Some police forces may rotate detectives in and out of departments after periods of time to develop investigative skills and diminish the occurrence of depression (particularly in sex crimes and homicide departments).



Disadvantages Aggression, Brash, Bad reputation, Curse, Cynic, Death wish, Domineering, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Hatred (criminals), Haunted, Intolerance, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Oath of revenge, Oedipal, Post-traumatic stress disorder, Rationalist, Stoic, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Altruism, Approachable, Chivalry, Code of honour, Cool, Eidetic memory, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Fearless, Good reputation, Mentor, Sixth sense, Social chameleon.



Dark Secret Family secret, Guilty of crime, Insanity, Possessed and haunted, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 4-6 (detective: robbery, homicide, vice, sex crimes, auto crimes, narcotics, FBI agent)



Skills Automatic weapon, Bureaucracy, Burglary, City/Area knowledge, Disguise, Drive vehicle, Forensics, Handgun, Information retrieval, Interrogation, Martial Arts (any), Rifle & crossbow, Shadow, Sneak, Social science, Sport, Streetwise.
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Pornographer “The girls are doing this to be free. I'm not making them do anything that they don't want to do. They agree to everything before they get in front of the cameras and the action starts. Okay, every now and then the action may get a little over the top in a manner of speaking, but nobody gets hurt. I'm providing a vital service, except I'm doing it with a little more artistic flair and class than the rest of the guys in the business, so of course I'm likely to attract some criticism every now and then.” You work in the sex industry, perhaps starring in or directing adult movies, producing porno mags, designing and running porno websites, or otherwise distributing sexual material in some way to make your living. You have a host of sexual issues: you're either addicted to sex, or you have become numb to it through years of indulgence, and are now incapable of finding any pleasure in it. This condition may have driven you to seek out greater and greater thrills, always upping your dosage like an addict, and now you're into all kinds of illegal BDSM and other extreme behaviours. Your personality is extrovert: you seek acknowledgement by any means, even if you have to give up your dignity to get it. Your head may be full of rationalisations to explain what you do for a living, and you may be quite effective at constructing an air of confidence and self-assuredness. But deep down inside, you are a mess, and you know it.



Disadvantages Bad reputation, Black sheep, Compulsively healthy/hygienic, Covetous, Death wish, Depression, Drug addiction, Eating disorder, Egotist, Habitual liar, Hypochondriac, Internet junkie, Lecherousness, Low self-esteem, Manicdepression, Needy, Sexual neurosis, Sexually tantalising, Stalker, Submissive, Vain, Wanted.



Advantages Body awareness, Cool, Driving goal, Empathy, Endure pain, Endure torture, Influential friends, Luck, Optimist, Social chameleon, Talent (artistic).



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Survivor friend, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 4-8 (Adult movie star/director, magazine producer, phone sex operator)



Skills Accounting, Administration, Creative writing, Erotica, Haut monde, Man of the world, Streetwise, Style, Acting, Carousing, Net of contacts (adult industry), Seduction, Photography.
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Private Investigator “In this business, you hear a lot of nasty rumours. For a while, I just figured they were ghost stories, urban legends dreamt up by guys like you to break the monotony of sweetheart contracts and insurance scams. But in this city, who can say for sure? I've seen my share of weirdness, and of horror. I've lived it too. People can see that when they meet me; that I've seen the darkness of the world, and been scarred by it, lost something precious to it, just like them. You can't trust a man who's never lost anything.” You take up investigative contracts on behalf of private citizens or groups, from being asked to tail unfaithful husbands or expose insurance fraudsters, or solve crimes that the police are not interested in or capable of solving. Discretion and trust are the cornerstones of your service. Decide on the level of resources at the character's disposal. Truly private investigators, that is, those working for themselves with little or no assistance, will only undertake relatively simple and straightforward cases with a reliance upon nothing more than their own skills and initiative. Employees or partners in a larger enterprise will probably specialise in more difficult cases, such as missing persons or long-term undercover work, relying upon extensive connections and greater finances.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Cynic, Death wish, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Egotist, Forgotten, Habitual liar, Manipulative, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Oath of revenge, Paranoia, Phobia, Post-traumatic stress disorder, Rationalist, Reckless gambler, Stoic, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Chivalry, Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Eidetic memory, Empathy, Fast reactions, Good reputation, Influential friends, Intuition, Luck, Multiple identities, Sixth sense, Social chameleon.



Dark Secret Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 5-7 (PI, security consultant, insurance investigator, bounty hunter)



Skills Automatic weapon, City/Area knowledge, Dagger, Disguise, Drive vehicle, Electronics, Forensics, Handgun, Hide, Information retrieval, Interrogation, Man of the world, Martial Arts (commando, karate, jujitsu), Net of contacts (law enforcement/criminal), Night combat, Photography, Rhetoric, Security systems, Shadow, Sneak, Streetwise.
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Prodigy “It has been stated that genius is the ability to hold two contradictory thoughts in one's head at the same time. In my case, it's closer to a dozen. I have noticed throughout my life that my genius has a way of breeding animosity in people. Some have even called me a charlatan, unable as they are to conceive of a human mind capable of spanning so many disciplines. They do not realise that the concept of compartmentalised disciplines of knowledge is a Cartesian lie. There are only infinitely connected synergies and fluid systems. Humanity will realise that soon enough, or it will be obliterated.” From an early age you were singled out as special. While the other kids were playing with fire trucks and dollhouses, you were learning advanced calculus and reading War and Peace in the original Russian. School lasted only a few months, university a few years, and then you were graduated to a special school for gifted children, where you could learn at a rate that suited you rather than the mental dwarfs to whom your intellect was previously held hostage. It wasn't long before people were listening to what you had to say, taking notes, studying your words like those of a Messiah and begging you to take up their causes and enlighten them with the power of your insight.



Disadvantages Aggression, Anxiety disorder, Brash, Cruel, Domineering, Drug addiction, Egotist, Hypoallergenic, Hypochondriac, Internet junkie, Intolerance (those of lower intelligence), Low pain threshold, Low self-esteem, Mania, Manicdepressive, Migraine, Narcoleptic/Epileptic, Panic disorder, Paranoia, Phobia, Rationalist, Schizophrenia, Sexual neurosis, Sexually repressed, Socially inept, Sociopathy, Vain.



Advantages Cool, Driving goal, Eidetic memory, Enhanced awareness, Gift for languages, Mentor, Nodal time perception, Psychic power, Rich, Status, Talent (several, except physical).



Dark Secret Family secret, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 4-6 (Theoretical scientist, mathematician, hacker, chess master)



Skills Computers, Creative writing, Cryptography, Electronics, Information Retrieval, Instruction, Languages (several), Natural science, Numerology, Rhetoric, Social science, Written report.
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Refugee “'Give me your cold, give me your tired, give me your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...' I used to take those words at face value, believing that there existed a place in the world where a man did not have to live ashamed of his heritage, deprived of employment and terrified for the future of his family. But in truth, there is no such place, only a pleasant fiction born from naivete and desperation. There exists in this world only new and varied forms of oppression, the powerful adopting different masks and different lies in an effort to keep what they have for themselves, and themselves alone. If only I understood this before. Hope, at least, was a comfort.” You have been forced out of your homeland in fear for your economic future or your very life, risking everything for the possibility of a better existence in a new country. After the trials of escaping your homeland, you realised that the place to which you fled is hardly different; oppression and hatred rules here also. You may have escaped the state's attention and managed to settle in your new society, or you may still be caught up in the apparatus of immigration, herded into camps or housing compounds like cattle, awaiting the state's approval of your presence. It is a miserable existence, but one you are willing to endure because you still believe, despite the destruction of all your illusions, in the promise of freedom.



Disadvantages Aggression, Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Curse, Cynic, Debt, Dependant, Depression, Gullible, Hatred, Jealousy, Low self-esteem, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Panic disorder, Paranoia, Persecuted, Phobia, Scarred, Submissive, Wanted.



Advantages Altruistic, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Endure heat/cold, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Faith, Gift of sleep, Iron will, Motherliness, Optimism, Pacifism.



Dark Secret Curse, Forbidden knowledge, Guardian, Guilty of crime, Uprooted, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 1-2 (Unemployed, beggar, sweat shop labourer)



Skills Burglary, Climb, Disguise, Dodge, Drive vehicle, Hide, Man of the world, Net of contacts (illegal aliens), Scrounging, Sneak, Survival.
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Scholar “It was Mahatma Gandhi who said, “Truth is by nature self evident. Once you wipe away the cobwebs of ignorance that surround it, it shines clear.” It is to the task of removing those cobwebs that I have devoted my existence. The truths of the world are under constant attack by those who seek to subvert it in their favour. It is a fact of human nature that we force others to comply with our vision of reality and thereby accrue power in the process. In my life, I have followed the light of truth no matter where it leads, weathered many storms of criticism and opprobrium from those whose egos and paychecks speak louder than their morals.” You are a scholar of one or more fields, dedicated to understanding and advancing some academic or artistic cause. Your mind is a great library replete with information and facts from a lifetime of assiduous study. You have probably forgotten more than most people will ever know, and can make connections that most people could scarcely hope to glimpse, an ability that sets you at the forefront of the literary and academic world. Facts, and the connections between them, are your specialty, and you can spend days deep in analytical thought, estranged from the practicalities of the world around you, perhaps giving you a reputation as a crank or a befuddled genius. You may be a single-minded savant, a mastermind focused on one all-important project that will go down in the ages as a work of brilliance. Or you may be something of a literary fop, an academic celebrity famed in your field for a series of astute works early in your career, but now facing obsolescence.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Anxiety disorder, Covetous, Cowardice, Depression, Egotist, Fanaticism, Intolerance, Jealousy, Manicdepression, Mental compulsion, Phobia, Pretentious, Rationalist, Reactionary, Rival, Sexually repressed, Socially inept, Stoic.



Advantages Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Eidetic memory, Enhanced awareness, Gift for languages, Good reputation, Influential friends, Magical intuition, Rich, Talent (mathematical, academic).



Dark Secret Curse, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Responsible for medical experiments, Survivor friend.



Living Standard 4-6 (Researcher, professor, teacher, curator, librarian)



Skills Computers, Creative writing, Cryptography, Drive, Humanities scholarship, Information retrieval, Instruction, Languages, Medicine, Natural science, Net of contacts (library, literary agents & collectors), Rhetoric, Social science, Written report.
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Scientist “Science is not something to be confined to books. It is a living thing; it is humanity's endless striving for wisdom which cannot be obscured by the petty squabbles of the moralists and politicians who try to make a name for themselves through the promulgation of fear. Just as so many others before me, I may be ostracised, even persecuted for realising this fact, but it is a small price to pay for knowledge, and achievement.” To you, there is no more noble and worthy pursuit in life than science. From an early age you asked questions of things, examined and analysed with boundless curiosity. When the adults didn't have the answers, you set about finding them yourself, studying thick books in order to understand the language of reality. Now, as an adult, that child's curiosity has developed into the central motivation for your life. You may have missed many chances in life because of your dedication to science, perhaps forgoing a family, friends, other hobbies and interests. But such things are irrelevant to you, and the call of your vocation drowns out all other concerns. You may have secured employment at a reputable university or laboratory, working on profound equations and theories in an attempt to unravel the secrets of the very universe, or you might be a lone researcher, a crank in the eyes of others dedicated with single-minded intensity to your personal quest for grand achievement, and the expansion of science.



Disadvantages Ambitious, Bad reputation, Cruel, Death wish, Debt, Drug addiction, Egotist, Fanaticism, Intolerance, Mania, Manicdepression, Mental constriction, Mortal enemy, Narcoleptic/Epileptic, Paranoia, Phobia, Rationalist, Rival, Socially inept, Vain.



Advantages Driving goal, Influential friends, Intuition, Luck, Mentor, Status, Talent (mathematical, scientific, mechanical).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Insanity, Responsible for medical experiments, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 5-7 (Scientist, professor, medical doctor, engineer, psychologist)



Skills Alternative medicine, Computers, Drive vehicle, Electronics, Humanities scholarship (psychology), Information retrieval, Medicine, Natural science, Net of contacts (scientists), Poisons & drugs, Written report.
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Secret Agent “Spooks never die, goes the adage, and I'm beginning to think that's entirely true. Many times I've been staring death in the face and seen it blink. But then, the world is a dangerous place, and it's only getting worse. When I see how people behave, how organisations collapse under the weight of the narrow ambitions of those within it, how governments are structured around the absolute worst aspects of humankind, my own good fortune seems insignificant compared to the unbelievable fact that all of humanity hasn't yet wiped itself out.” The character is an agent of one of the world's more influential governments: a fixer, or instigator, of delicate and volatile situations on behalf of those in power. Forever cloaked in shadow as they go about their clandestine business in the worst recesses of society, they are exposed to dark realities which normal people are not permitted, and not stable enough, to understand. Decide which agency or outfit the character works for; it may be an internal security agency (the American NSA, Russian FSB, British MI5, Israeli Mossad, etc.), or an external intelligence agency (the CIA, Israeli Shin Bet, British MI6/SIS, etc.), or something international such as Europol or the UN. This choice will determine the breadth of the character's jurisdiction and legal remit, as well as their political affiliations and the beliefs that shape their personality and worldview.



Disadvantages Cynic, Death wish, Depression, Drug addiction, Forgotten, Habitual liar, Mental constriction (crimes/terrible deeds), Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Oath of revenge, Paranoia, Rationalist, Reactionary, Reckless gambler, Rival, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Body awareness, Chivalry, Code of honour, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Driving Goal, Eidetic memory, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure torture, Fast reactions, Fearless, Gift for languages, Influential friends, Luck, Multiple identities, Sixth sense, Social chameleon, Talent (social).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 6-8 (Security agent, intelligence analyst, military or special forces operative)



Skills Automatic weapons, Bugging, Burglary, Climb, Computers, Cryptography, Dagger, Demolition, Disguise, Dodge, Drive vehicle, Falling technique, Forensics, Forgery, Gambling, Handgun, Hide, Information retrieval, Interrogation, Languages, Man of the world, Martial Arts (commando), Net of contacts (intelligence services), Night combat, Parachuting, Piloting, Radio communications, Riding, SCUBA Diving, Seamanship, Search, Shadow, Sneak, Swim, Throwing Weapons.
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Spearheader “First in, first out, no traces. That’s the discipline. People would say that my job requires a lot of guts, if they knew what my job was. The fact of the matter is that my task depends on secrecy, on stealth and subterfuge. Sometimes it's the only way to get things done and make the world a safer place. I hear talk of the world being a changed place of late. Few people realise though, that in reality, nothing much has changed since the time of Ghengis Khan: the west is still fighting the east, bold lies are the common currency of both sides, and the man with the greatest capacity for violence and the least capacity for morality is the one who gets to wear the crown.” You are an elite soldier charged with only the most deadly and secretive missions. You’ve spent years in the most dangerous places on earth, engaged in operations that are more often than not on the wrong side of both international law and your own personal ethics. Years of training have shaped your body into a living weapon, and your mind is honed to combat and responds to threats by reflex. The character may be part of the US Navy SEALs, Green Berets or counter-terrorist Delta Force. Or they might be a member of the British or Australian SAS, the German GSG-9, French GIGN, Russian Spetznaz, Swedish SSG or some other special forces/counter-terrorism outfit.



Disadvantages Aggression, Bad reputation, Cynic, Depression, Egoist, Flashbacks, Guilt, Hatred, Mental constriction (crimes/terrible deeds), Mortal enemy, Nightmares, Oath of revenge, Rationalist, Reactionary, Reckless gambler, Rival, Sociopathy, Vain.



Advantages Alertness, Body awareness, Code of honour, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure torture, Fast reactions, Fast healer, Fearless, Influential friends, Intuition, Luck, Multiple identities, Sixth sense, Talent (physical).



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge (non-occult), Guilty of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 4-6 (Special forces commando, security contractor/mercenary)



Skills Automatic weapons, Bows, Rifle & crossbow, Impact weapons, Heavy weapons, Bugging, Burglary, Climb, Computers, Cryptography, Dagger, Demolition, Disguise, Dodge, Drive, Falling technique, Handgun, Hide, Information retrieval, Interrogation, Languages, Man of the world, Martial Arts (commando), Net of contacts (military/intelligence services), Night combat, Parachuting, Piloting, Radio communications, SCUBA Diving, Seamanship, Search, Shadow, Sneak, Swim, Throwing weapons.
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Student “You’ll hear old people say life is short. Don't you believe it. Life is long. Life is an interminable sea of tedium broken only by tiny islands of contentment, and beyond college land is sparse to say the least. I'm having the time of my life right now, and I intend to enjoy it to the full. So what if I spend more time in the local clubs and bars than in class? Education doesn't just come from books, y'know.” You are a high school, college or university student. You may be assiduously working your way towards a qualification around which you plan to base your life, or you may simply be slacking for as long as you can before you are forced to join the rat race. Money is forever in short supply, and what little you come by is more often than not wasted on parties rather than books, and so you often have to go out on a limb in search of cash: you have friends who have submitted themselves to campus medical trails, deal drugs or simply steal what they need. At times it can be a tough existence, but as long as you maintain distance and don't let the stress get a hold of you, you're happy to live this life as long as you can.



Disadvantages Anxiety disorder, Cynic, Debt, Depression, Drug addiction, Eating disorder, Habitual liar, Low self-esteem, Internet junkie, Hypochondriac, Mania, Mental compulsion, Panic disorder, Rationalist, Reckless gambler, Sexual neurosis, Socially inept, Vain.



Advantages Code of honour, Cool, Cultural flexibility, Driving goal, Endure hunger/thirst, Forgiving, Gift for languages, Optimism, Pacifism, Rich, Talent (subject).



Dark Secret Chosen, Family secret, Forbidden knowledge, Guilty of crime, Responsible for medical experiments, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 2-4 (Student)



Skills Architecture, Carousing, Computers, Creative writing, Drive vehicle, Electronics, Humanities scholarship, Information retrieval, Instruction, Languages, Man of the world, Medicine, Natural science, Net of contacts (students/scientists), Pictorial arts, Rhetoric, Seduction, Social science, Sport, Written report.
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Vagrant “How does it go? “Life is like a box of chocolates”? For me, it's more like a garbage can: sure, I never know what I'm gonna get, but you can bet it's rotten. Nothing much has ever gone my way, and when the government came and took away my home - because I wasn't "economically viable" – I couldn't say I was surprised. Still, I don't complain about my lot. The way things are going, ninety-nine percent of the world will be in my position soon enough, so I'm lucky to have a chance to lay first dibs on the best refrigerator box. Cynical? Hey, welcome to the human race.” You belong to the forgotten and the dispossessed, the homeless masses who have slipped through the cracks of society and now dwell in the inner city slums. Your life was wrenched from your grasp somehow, and before you knew to react, you were one of those people you always tried hard to ignore; walking the streets, begging for loose change, eating out of garbage cans and washing windshields at stop signs for loose change. Perhaps drugs were the root of your life's dismal collapse, or perhaps you were just a victim of fate, dealt a bad hand in a life that now barely seems worth living. The city looks after you, but it's a cruel existence. There isn't a back street or alley you don't know, a slum, tenement or landfill you haven't explored in the nightly search for warmth and safety. Perhaps you have made your home in the city's old subway tunnels or abandoned quarters, finding a place within a community of homeless where everyone tries to help each other out. You have heard tales, too, perhaps even seen things moving through the night that you can't explain. Your homelessness has reshaped your personality. You would have thought that having nothing would bring an end to the ruthless materialism present in society, but sadly the opposite is true. You spend your days searching for anything of value, often resorting to crime, and constantly guarding whatever you come by from the predatory instincts of your fellow transients.



Disadvantages Bad luck, Bad reputation, Black sheep, Cowardice, Curse, Cynic, Death wish, Depression, Drug addiction, Dyslexia, Forgotten, Health/hygiene negligent, Low self-esteem, Paranoia, Persecuted, Schizophrenia, Socially inept.



Advantages Alertness, Altruism, Animal friendship, Bête-Noir ally, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure heat/cold, Enhanced awareness, Gift of sleep, Intuition, Resistance to illness.



Dark Secret Forbidden knowledge, Guardian, Guilty of crime, Occult experience, Possessed and haunted, Uprooted, Victim of crime, Victim of medical experiments.



Living Standard 1 (Unemployed, beggar)



Skills Climb, Hide, Sneak, City/Area knowledge, City/Area secrets, Streetwise, Trivia, Survival (inner city), Scrounging, Net of contacts (homeless).
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Veteran “There is no hunt more exhilarating than the hunting of men. I know first-hand that once you experience such a high, such a primal rush, there is no coming back to the real world, no comfort to be found in any of things you knew before. Sometimes I lie awake at night, and find myself wishing my time in country wasn't over. The voices of friends, vanished and gone, call out to me, their cries carried through the darkness on the familiar scent of cordite and blood. I think to myself that war may indeed be hell, but for the warlike man, peace is worse. In times of peace, such men turn on themselves, desperate for an enemy who is up to the challenge and craving the thrill, regardless of the cost. In country I had brothers and a cause. I knew who the enemy was and what I had to do. These days, I just feel like my heart is pumping anti-freeze, and all the enemies come wearing smiles and masks.” You are an ex-soldier trying to adapt to life on Civvie Street. Previously, your life was dictated to you by drill sergeants, platoon leaders, commanders, issuing their clear orders with everyone subsumed to the accomplishment of a common task. But now that life is gone, and you are alone. You may have a loving family, a steady job, a few friends left from the service, but you have no sense of purpose any more. You personality, like your body, displays many scars from your military service. You have very little individual initiative, and a very strong sense of hierarchy, a dogmatic belief in and deference to authority and leadership, and you cannot abide people who show no respect to those deserving of it. Perhaps you still rise at dawn to make your bunk and polish your boots. You may even still surround yourself with paraphernalia from your life of service in the hope of recapturing some of the security it brought you.



Disadvantages Aggression, Amnesia, Anxiety disorder, Bad luck, Bad reputation, Death wish, Depression, Drug addiction, Flashbacks, Habitual liar, Maimed, Mental compulsion, Mental constriction, Paranoia, Phobia, Post-traumatic stress disorder, Sociopathy, Wanted (desertion/crime).



Advantages Alertness, Body awareness, Code of Honour, Cool, Endure cold/heat, Endure hunger/thirst, Endure pain, Endure Torture, Fast healer, Fast reactions, Fearless, Pacifism, Sixth sense.



Dark Secret Family secret, Supernatural experience, Guilty of crime, Victim of crime.



Living Standard 3-5 (Unemployed, general labourer)



Skills Automatic weapons, Climb, Dagger, Demolition, Dodge, Drive vehicle, First aid, Handgun, Heavy weapons, Hide, Interrogation, Martial Arts (commando), Motor mechanics, Navigation, Parachuting, Piloting, Throwing weapons, Radio communications, Sneak, Survival, Swim, Tracking.
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