





 Categories
 Top Downloads









Login
Register
Upload











Search












	
Categories

	
Top Downloads

	
	
Login

	
Register







Search











	
Home

	History Revision Past Papers on Treaty of Versailles.

 History Revision Past Papers on Treaty of Versailles.


July 29, 2017 | Author: chl23 | Category: Treaty Of Versailles, World War I Reparations, World War I, German Empire, Nazi Germany 


 DOWNLOAD PDF - 117.4KB



 Share
 Embed
 Donate



 Report this link







Short Description

IGCSE History Revision Past Paper Questions...



Description


Li Chun Ho (Alvin Li) History Revision: Past papers on Treaty of Versailles. June 2003 (a) In what ways did the Treaty of Versailles weaken the German economy?[5] The Treaty of Versailles had severely weakened the Germany economy in many ways. First of all, it demanded that the Germans had to pay 6600 million pounds to the French as reparations to the Great War, as Clemenceau believed Germany was mainly responsible for the start of WW1. This has caused Germany to be deep in debt. This treaty has caused Germany to lose about 13% of her overall land territory, including some key areas. For example, it had to give Posen, West Prussia and parts of Upper Silesia to Poland which formed the Polish Corridor. The original seaport of Danzig, which was Germany’s, was declared as a free city to be under the control of the LON. This meant they had lost the oppournity to use a sea port to trade goods. In addition, the Rhineland was declared as demilitarized, and the Saar was to be occupied by Allied troops for 15 years. Some of these areas mentioned, such as Upper Silesia, were vital to the industry of Germany. The TOV has also weakened the economic position of Germany as it decreased the number of Germany troops allowed to be restricted no more than 100,000. This meant many soldiers became unemployed, and the fact that the army cannot have conscription allowed (the soldiers must be volunteers) this further meant a loss of jobs in the military sector. This burden weighted much heavier as they also had to pay for reparations. (b) Why did Germany dislike the Treaty of Versailles?[7] Many Germans felt extremely resentful towards the Treaty of Versailles, because they believed it was extremely harsh. The German delegation were only shown US President’s Woodrow Wilson’s famous 14 points, i.e. reduction in armaments in all countries, free trade for everyone, national selfdetermination for different nationalities of people living in Austria-Hungary, no secret agreements between countries. This set of 14 points did not mention about the future of Germany nor did it mention about the ways to make Germany pay up for the reparations bill to the Allies, mainly to the French. Therefore, many Germans were shocked when they saw the Treaty of Versailles. The Allies forced them to sign, or they will invade Germany. They felt that they had lost their pride. Their battle ships were restricted to no more than 6, no more than 100,000 men of the army with any conscription allowed, no air force nor tanks nor submarines were allowed. This caused many German citizens, especially the nationalists, to create a huge sense of hatred and disbelief towards the West. The Germans hated the TOV because they had to sign Clause 231, which stated that they admit they started the First World War. However, most of them disagree to this, and they believe they were not the only country found guilty of starting the world war. For example, the British also played a part in the Naval Race before the Great War, which is seen as one of the main factors that led to WW1. Germany disliked the Treaty of Versailles they were not allowed to have National Self- determination, while the colonies of Britain and the French were allowed to have this privilege. For example, it was forbidden to have an Anschluss (reunification) with Austria as a one single German-speaking state. The Germans felt that this was a diktat; a dictated peace.
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(c) To what extent was the Treaty of Versailles a sensible treaty in the circumstances of the time? Explain your answer. [8] The treaty of Versailles can be seen partially as a sensible treaty at the time of the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Due to the fact that some of the worst fighting took place in France, that 3 million French citizens had to flee from their homes and 1.5 million French soldiers were killed, this supported the theory that France should be receiving a lot of reparations from Germany. The TOV at the time can be seen as an appropriate peace settlement to some of the winning powers, like France. They wanted to ensure that Germany will be very weak, so weak that it would be unable to attack France again. Therefore, it seemed to be suitable to demilitarize Rhineland so that no German troops or weapons can be placed in there. This allowed France to have some sense of security. In addition, the formation of the Polish Corridor (which took away West Prussia, Posen and parts of Upper Silesia away) has been an advantage to the French as Clemenceau wanted a strong alley with access to the sea at the East frontier of Germany in order to further weaken the position of Germany. In addition, the TOV can be seen as an appropriate level of severity imposed on Germany. At 11 o’clock, the 11th of November 1918, the Germans had made several promises in order to sign the armistice which was responsible for the official ending of the Great World War One. However, they misunderstood the fact that they thought their promises only applied to the Armistice. However in fact, it also contributed to the drafting of the TOV, including with the Big Three (David Lloyd Gorge, Clemenceau, and Woodrow Wilson) dominating the peace settlement. However, on the other side, there seems to be evidence that disagrees with the fact the TOV was a sensible treaty during this time. During the peace settlement process, it seems that the Big Three had divided views and sometimes could not agree on each other. This had made the treaty somewhat unreasonable at several stages. For example, Clemenceau wanted the Germans to pay 200 billion dollars in reparations for the damage caused by the war, while David Lloyd George believed 120 billion was enough. On the other hand, Woodrow Wilson believed 22 billion dollars was adequate for the reparations bill. Due to the background of where the Big Three came from, there had been many divided views on the peace settlement, sometimes leading to some insensible clause that the Germans seemed to be ridiculous. Public opinion has also played an important role which made the TOV from time to time to be an insensible treaty that Allies had forced the Germans to sign. Clemenceau was deeply resentful towards Germany, and he believed they had to pay a very high price for the cost of the war, and to suffer harsh punishments under the Treaty of Versailles. However, in the situation of David Lloyd George, it was hard for him to follow his own belief. Personally, he believed Woodrow Wilson’s 14 points. He did not want Germany to be treated too harshly, as he feared that if the lost nations were treated very harshly, they may become resentful and cause great trouble to the winning powers in the future. However, it was hard for him to follow what he believed in, because most of the British also wanted the Germans to pay for the cost of the war.



Li Chun Ho (Alvin Li) History Revision: Past papers on Treaty of Versailles. June 2004 (a) What were Germany’s main territorial losses under the Treaty of Versailles?[5] Germany had lost roughly about 13% of her land due to the Treaty of Versailles. Apart from the loss of all overseas colonies, Germany had lost West Prussia, Posen, and parts of Upper Silesia to create the Polish Corridor which allowed the newly formed Poland to have access to the Sea. This separated East Prussia from the rest of Germany. Clemenceau was happy about this because he wanted to weaken the position of Germany. He also wanted Poland to have the Danzig Sea port; however it was to be under the control of the LON as a free city. Germany also had to lose the Alsace Lorraine territory to France. The Rhineland was to be demilitarised to provide more security to France, in which no German troops or weapons were allowed to be in that zone. The Saar was to be under the control of the LON. In addition, Germany had to give Eupen-Malmedy to Belgium and lost North Schleswig to Denmark. Furthermore, it was forbidden to have an Anschluss (reunification) with Austria as one single-German speaking state. (b) Why was Germany dissatisfied with the peace treaty?[7] Germany was dissatisfied with the peace treaty because she felt that it was unfair. Many German citizens believed they were not responsible for the start of World War One. One of the key reasons that resulted to this was that the Germany delegation was only allowed to see Woodrow Wilson’s 14 points. This made them had the false impression that the TOV would be based on these 14 points; it did not mention about the future of Germany, nor did it talk about ways and methods to force Germany to pay the reparations bill. The huge sum of the reparations bill has been the key cause to the hyperinflation in Germany following the 1929 US Economic Crisis of the Wall Street Crash. Furthermore, Germany was forced to limit its army to a very bare minimum. It could not have any tanks, submarines, air force. It was only allowed to have 6 battle ships, and no more than 100,000 men of the army, and the conscription of the army was also strictly prohibited. This made German nationalists felt as if they had lost their pride. Germany had to lose a lot of land. It had to give up all of its overseas colonies, which most of them were under the control of the strong powers looking after them on behalf of the LON as mandates. In addition, it lost 13% of it territory. Some of its very important industrial land was confiscated, such as parts of Upper Silesia were given to Poland which contributed to the formation of the Polish Corridor, and the Danzig Seaport was forced to become a Free city under the LON’s control. In addition, national self-determination was not being applied to Germany; they could not have an Anschluss (reunification) with Austria as a single-German speaking state. However, other countries and people from other nationalities were allowed to privilege from the National Self-determination scheme.



Li Chun Ho (Alvin Li) History Revision: Past papers on Treaty of Versailles. (c) How successful was the League of Nations in dealing with disputes during the 1920s? Explain your answer.[8] The League of Nations has been fairly successful in its attempts to deal with disputes in the 1920s. The LON had three sections; the secretariat, the council, and the Assembly. Most of the issues dealt during the 1920s were small countries without a big army. They were those who followed the rules of the League of Nations and “played with the game.” For example, they would bring up their matters to the assembly and ask the LON for their advice. Once the LON has used its arbitration and condemnation advice, these countries would accept the verdict and carry on. For example, in 1920, Finland and Sweden had an argument between the Aland Islands at the Gulf of Bothnia. They were islands with barely any resources at all. It was seen to belong to Finland; however the majority of the population belonged to the Swedish. Therefore, the two countries brought their problem to the LON to deal with it. Finally, it was decided by the LON that the islands belonged to Finland. Sweden and Finland both accepted this decision, and the problem was solved. Another case would be the dispute between Bulgaria and Greece in 1925. Once again, the LON had prevented the two countries from going to war. The two countries had a common border, and a Greek soldier was killed during a shoot out at the border. This caused the Greek army to invade Bulgaria. The LON stepped in and ordered Greece to withdraw its army from Bulgaria. It concluded that Greece had to pay reparations to Bulgaria for the damage caused to the country, which was believed to be 45,000 pounds. Both countries accepted this agreement, and Greece paid the reparations bill to Bulgaria. Therefore, the problem was solved very easily. However, looking on the other hand, the LON had not been too successful during the 1920s. This was due to what happened in 1923. During this year, the French government has been upset as Germany did not continue the reparations payment to France. This resulted in France invading the Ruhr, which is an important industrial zone vital for Germany’s economy in 1923. This was a great blow to the reputation of the LON because not only was France one of the members of the LON, she was one of the four permanent members of the Council of the LON, which was supposed to be dealing with any matter affecting world peace. This was a great humiliation to the LON, and the US and Britain had to persuade France to remove her troops from occupying the Ruhr. Eventually, the Dawes Plan was established in April 1924 which helped Germany with the Reparations bill. Another factor that undermined the successes of the LON during the 1920s was the 1923 incident of Italy invading the Greek island of Corfu. This was a failure to the League of Nations because the issue was unable to be resolved by the LON, but rather, in the conference of Ambassador, as Mussolini, the Italian Fascist leader, persuaded the conference of Ambassadors to fine the Greece 50 million lire. Eventually, the incident was settled, but not through the assistance of the LON. Therefore, as a result, we see that there have been some successes yet some failures in the 1920s regarding to the performance of the LON.
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