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Essay Question: How and Why did the aims of the Big Three differ at the Treaty of Versailles? _________________________________________________________________________________ “This is not Peace. It is an Armistice for twenty years." Ferdinand Foch, Marshal of France At the end of World War One, three major powers appeared to be the victors of the war. They were David Lloyd George of Great Britain, Georges Clemenceau of France and Woodrow Wilson of America. Each of them had a different frame of mind, coming from a different country. Great Britain aimed to add more colonies to its existing large overseas empire from the lost states and initially to protect her own interests. Lloyd George didn’t want to impose tough sanctions against Germany in fear of retaliation, as he believed it wasn’t only Germany who was at fault in starting the war. However, he was influenced by harsh comments back at home. The Prime Minister of France on the other hand, greatly resented Germany and wanted them to suffer to the full extent. By far, he wanted Alsace Lorraine back, and huge reparations of indemnity. This was because France was the most devastated country as a result from the war. That’s why he opposed the US president’s proposal of the 14 points and wanted revenge. Woodrow Wilson differed from the other two as he wanted a League of Nations to be established to preserve peace. Moreover, he believed in National Self-Determination, which revealed his hatred for having colonies. Due to his belief in “just peace”, he did not wish Germany to be greatly downsized militarily by punishments. David Lloyd George’s Great Britain suffered much fewer deaths than France, with only a fatality of 750,000 soldiers. Britain was satisfied with his overseas empire at the time- known as Splendid Isolation, which suggests that Britain’s interest was not contained in Europe, but rather in her colonies, such as India and Australia-and did not specifically held a grudge against Germany. Furthermore, most of Britain’s World War One aims were accomplished. For example, the German Navy no longer became a threat, as they were captured and most of the commanders sank their ships in protest in Scapa Flow, Scotland and Germany lost all of her colonies it obtained prior the war, so the colonial threat ended. In addition, Lloyd George was an imperialist, which explains his want to collect colonies instead of supporting Wilson’s theory of National Self-determination. So for all of these reasons, the British PM wanted different outcomes from the Treaty of Versailles compared to the other Big Two. The British PM was keen to add colonies to its existing empire by requesting a share of the exTurkish lands in the Middle East. This was a wish that neither the leaders of America and France wanted. France was anxious to ensure security for herself, as the US focused on forming the LON and putting National Self-determination into practice. Lloyd George believed if lost powers were treated very unsympathetically, they may become resentful and more problematic in the future. Therefore, provided he also wanted a strong Germany to defend against the spread of communism from Russia (he feared a weak Germany might fail to stop the spread of Communism from Russia, as by November 1917, the civil war ended and the Bolsheviks took over, leading a Communist government) and to prevent France from being the most powerful state in Europe, he did not wish to impose severe omissions on Germany. However, he was pressured by the British public to be strict on Germany (a promise he made before going to the Paris Peace Conference, resulting in a landslide victory for his party in the parliamentary elections). Many British believed Germany should bear full responsibility for starting the war, and heavily nationalistic opinions in Britain, such as 1
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Essay Question: How and Why did the aims of the Big Three differ at the Treaty of Versailles? _________________________________________________________________________________ “Squeeze the German lemon until the pips squeaked,” and to “Hang the Kaiser,” became common slogans. This, in effect, explained why he demanded such a high level of reparations of 120 Billion US dollars from Germany, which was irregular given he wanted to improve trade relations with her and hoped it to be a British goods exchange zone. In addition, Lloyd George was not too enthusiastic to enforce the French cause to make Germany weak because Great Britain and France used to be rivals in the 18th Century ages as they were against each other’s empires. As a result, Lloyd George was naturally suspicious of the French and did not intend France to dominate the whole of Europe. The French Prime Minister, Georges Clemenceau, greatly resented Germany. Also known as the Tiger, he demanded the most severe punishments to be applied because of the extent of damages caused by the war; 1.5 million soldiers were killed and 3 million citizens fled their homes as a result of the invasion. Therefore, his sets of demands were not parallel to those of Britain’s and the US. His priority for the Treaty of Versailles was to ensure Germany will be made extremely recessive and weak, thus would not have the ability to wage another war again. Hence his thoughts greatly contradicted those in Wilson’s 14 points, because the American President did not mention methods to make Germany pay up the reparations and methods to enforce Germany’s weakness. His aims differed from Wilson’s because America’s loss was virtually only a 7.6 percent of France’s total military loss; only 114,000 US soldiers were killed in the War, while 1.5 million soldiers from France died during the war. So for all these reasons, he suggested more security precautions to be taken, however a few were disagreed by the other two powers, such as the need to make Rhineland an independent country. Besides the want to retrieve Alsace-Lorraine back from the defeat of the Franco-Prussian War in 1871, he also wanted Rhineland to become an independent state, but was objected by both Lloyd George and Woodrow Wilson since they feared the extent of the security barriers might spark more outrage in Germany. Other security features Clemenceau wanted in place was to make the land west of the Rhine (Rhineland) to be demilitarized, as a barrier in front of Germany. This land prohibited German military soldiers and weapons. He also wanted the Saar region (an industrial region key to the German economy) to be used as compensation and to also give the sea port of Danzig to Poland so she could have an advantage over Germany. However, this was finally rejected and declared as an international city under the League of Nations. Unlike Britain, he was keen to make Germany so weak so she cannot attack again because France was more concerned about security than colonies, neither was France concerned of the possible distribution of Communism. As a result, he also wanted a “set in stone” alliance with the UK and the US against further German aggression. This was done by suggesting huge demilitarisation of Germany, such as no conscription for the army, any aircraft and submarines permitted. He did not intend to create a business and economic link between Germany and France; therefore he demanded a huge fine of 200 billion gold francs. He also disagreed with Woodrow Wilson because his set of 14 points did not address methods to make Germany pay and ways to deal with Germany after the war. Woodrow Wilson, the American President, had different views compared to the British and French leaders. He believed in just peace due to his background. Witnessing the American Civil War that led to the hundreds of thousands of deaths, this motivated him to prevent future wars from happening. 2
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Essay Question: How and Why did the aims of the Big Three differ at the Treaty of Versailles? _________________________________________________________________________________ He intended to modestly assist other people, such as preventing the continuing race with colonies by assigning mandates on behalf of the proposed League of Nations organisation, which he believed would preserve future world peace. Therefore he was against Imperialism and had a different mindset compared to Lloyd George and had no territorial demands. Furthermore, the American public back at home did not have too controversial comments and demands to be carried out by the President while he was in the Paris Peace conference. Wilson had a different framework of ideas compared to Germany because he did not believe that Germany was the sole nation responsible for the war; he believed there was a chain of factors that contributed to World War One. As a result, instead of imposing harsh regulations on Germany, he suggested points to prevent future aggression between countries. In addition, America was not too badly affected from the war. Woodrow Wilson had a set of suggestions he wished to be implemented in the Paris Peace Conference. Most of them revolved around the desire to consent people from different countries to have national self-determination. This term suggested people should have the right to choose their freedom and form their own governments. For example, he suggested that the different nationalities of people living under the Austria-Hungary Empire should be given their freedom, and Non-Turkish people living in the Turkish Empire should also be able to form their own governments. In addition, he suggested that former colonies of the lost powers should be looked after by the Allied powers on behalf of the League of Nations, and should be known as the Mandates. For these reasons, that’s why Wilson had differing views with the British leader, who was an imperialist. On the other hand, Wilson rejected the demands of Clemenceau to make Rhineland become an independent country, as he believed this might provoke more German aggression in the future. He believed Germany was not the only country responsible for the war. Another factor to put into 1 consideration is the fact America became “the world’s major financial creditor ” after the Great War, thus benefited financially from it. In addition, the politicians back in America believed in Isolationism, which suggested their withdrawal from Europe, as they considered their sphere of influence only revolved around the Pacific Ocean and nearby regions. Therefore, there was a belief the United States should not interfere with the foreign affairs in Europe. In conclusion, after examining the different beliefs and thoughts of the leaders, it become more apparent the factors that prevented them to bond together. Above all, Clemenceau was the most heavily right wing supporter of the government, hence was also anti-communist. Not only did France suffered most intolerably during the Great War, Clemenceau witnessed as a small child the defeat of 1



(Europe in Ruins Section) The Origins of the First and Second World Wars (Cambridge



Perspectives in History) by Frank McDonough



3



Word Count: Date: 1/09/2010



Li Chun Ho (Alvin) History HL



Essay Question: How and Why did the aims of the Big Three differ at the Treaty of Versailles? _________________________________________________________________________________ France from the Franco-Prussian War in 1871, where the treaty of Frankfurt consented the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine to Germany. This form of hatred continued to grow and hence resulted in Clemenceau’s want of revenge. This may explain to some extent the degree of severity Clemenceau drafted in the Treaty of Versailles (that was not enough, as the French government decided to invest a huge sum of money to build the Maginot Line in front of the west of Rhineland.) This explains French extremism. On the other hand, Lloyd George’s intentions portrayed him to be more centric towards British interests instead of supporting the reparations of Germany and the proposed organization of the LON. So, this explains his thought of mind during the Paris Peace Conference. In addition, the American President’s aims now seemed to be more understandable given the circumstances he was in. Also being a highly educated pacifist (graduated from Princeton and Johns Hopkins with a PhD in History and political science), he saw the horrors and the consequences of war, which resulted in his anti-war feelings.
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