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Short Description
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Description


“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” Political dynasties are common and prevalent in almost all democratic country in the world. In varying degrees, political dynasties can exist in any democracy regardless of its structure, history, or the level of economic development of the country. Wikipedia defines dynasty as “a sequence of rulers from the same family, stock or group.” Given that definition, we can say that political dynasty is a sequence of political rulers from the same family, stock or group. Literally, it is when political power is retained or transferred within members of the same family tree. It is not uncommon in the Philippine political scene that relatives run for or currently holds interrelated political posts. An electoral seat, for example, is transferred to the son while the patriarch or matriarch tries to run for the next higher level. This type of set-up has been present in the Philippine political scene since the Spanish era when certain favored “illustrados” were given local government posts. These “illustrados wield great influence in their town or cities. And after the PhilippineAmerican War, the American colonial authorities took those “illustrados” under their wing and introduced them to electoral politics in the early 1920s when voting was initially limited to the rich and the landed that all monopolized public offices.1 Up until now, the prevalence of political strongholds is evident in local and national elections. We can attest the power and strength of political dynasties, and what



are they capable of. We have seen firsthand what a ruling family, such as the Ampatuans, can do if their power remains unchecked over their respective 1



Nestor Mata ‘Political Dynasties and Corruption’ Malaya Business Insights http://www.malaya.com.ph/index.php/column-of-the-day/8840-political-dynasties-and-corruption



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” provinces; or how the Dutertes from Davao, used their influence to establish relative peace under an iron hand. The Ampatuans have succeeded using their power and control of government resources to accomplish one of the most gruesome crimes in the Philippines today. Davao, on the other hand, boasts of being a drug free, and criminal free city. The real threat of extra-judicial executions makes even the hardened criminals become soft with fear. Ramon Durano, Sr., a believer in political dynasties once joked that Jesus himself created the idea of dynasties; “Of the 12 apostles, five are first-degree cousins of Jesus. John the Baptist was his second degree cousin. The rest are either second degree or half cousin. Of the 12, only one not related to Jesus by blood was Judas Iscarion who betrayed the Lord.”2 What he was trying to imply is that dynasties are built on trust. And family is always what you can trust on. As the saying goes, “blood is thicker than water.” With the stable sense of trust, a leader can effectively and efficiently administer and supervise his constituents without fear of criticism or betrayal. That is one advantage of political dynasties.



With the incoming national elections, we are reminded that truly, most of the politicians are related to one another, either by blood or by affinity. And by choosing qualified national and local leaders, we must consider if the good of being ruled by the same family outweighs the dangers and disadvantages of political dynasties. This is another case of tradition versus progressiveness, 2



Coronel, et.al, The Rulemakers: How the Wealthy and Well-Born dominate Congress (2007)



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” traditional versus liberal way of thinking. The author’s stand is that political dynasties should be prohibited. Political dynasties should be prohibited for the reasons that: 1) It is expressly prohibited in Sec. 26, Art. II of the 1987 Constitution, thereby making it unlawful and unconstitutional and; 2) Political dynasties blurs the concept of democracy. The framers of the 1987 Constitution, realizing the growing power and influence of political dynasties, incorporated this provision. “The State shall guarantee equal access to opportunities for public service and prohibit political dynasties, as may be defined by law.”3 Commissioner Sarmiento explained the rationale of the provision: “By including this provision, we widen the opportunities of competent, young and promising poor candidates to occupy important positions in the government. While it is true we have government officials who have ascended to power despite accident of birth, they are exceptions to the general rule. The economic standing of these officials would show that they come from powerful clans with vast economic fortunes.”4



3



Political Dynasties and Corruption http://www.malaya.com.ph/index.php/column-of-the-day/8840-politicaldynasties-and-corruption 4 Bernas, The 1987 Constitution of the Philippines: A Commentary



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” Unfortunately, in Sec. 26, Art. II of the 1987 Constitution which prohibits political dynasties also gives to Congress the responsibility of defining the term “political dynasty.” There have been many, many attempts to translate into law the ban on political dynasties as mandated in the Constitution ever since its ratification by the Filipino people in 1987. The latest are the following: 1. Then Sen. Alfredo Lim filed SB-1317 in 2004 2. Sen. Panfilo Lacson filed SB-1468 in 2007 3. Rep. Teddy Casino filed HB-2493 also in 2007 4. Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago filed SB-2649 in 2011 Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago had this rationale when proposing for her bill: “The socio-economic and political inequities prevalent in Philippine society limit public office for member of ruling families. In many instances, voters, for convenience and out of cultural mindsets look up to these ruling families as dispenser of favors, and thus elect relatives of these politically dominant families.5 Clearly, there has been the intent to eliminate and prohibit political dynasties in the Philippines. Though it may be argued that Sec. 26, Art. II of the 1987 Constitution is not a self-executing provision, thus conferring no right and imposes no obligations, it is clear from the words of the provision itself that the 5



Nestor Mata ‘Why Ban on Political Dynasties Failed’ Malaya Business Insights http://www.malaya.com.ph/index.php/column-of-the-day/9159-why-ban-on-political-dynasties-failed



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” State is supposed to guarantee equal access to opportunities for public service, and prohibit political dynasties. The failure is not with the law, but with the law makers for failing to make true the guarantee of equal access for public service. This sad scenario is clearly explained by Justice Carpio in his dissent in the case of Navarro vs. Ermita:6 “The 1987 Constitution in not neutral on the scourge of dynastic politics, a phenomenon that concentrates political power and public resources within the control of few families whose members alternately hold elective offices, deftly skirting term limits. Its exclusionary effect on access to public service led the framers of the 1987 Constitution to mandate that the State guarantee equal access to opportunities for public service and that Congress prohibit political dynasties.” The framers of the Constitution may or may have not forgotten that Congress is a breeding ground for political dynasties. The presence of the Arroyos, for example, is a clear sign that dynasties creep in Congress. As long as they remain in Congress, these families will tend to legislate in favor of their own interests to the detriment of that of the majority. “Families protect their own power and wealth,”



6



G.R. No. 180050 (2004)



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” says Rep. Florencio Abad, “They want to stop others from being as progressive as they are.”7 One thing for certain, that the 1987 Constitution frowns upon political dynasties. What is lacking is not the thought whether political dynasties should be prohibited, because the constitution clearly states that it should, rather the legal definition of the term “political dynasty.” If the term would be construed in its plain and simple meaning, or general usage then we could safely presume that relatives within the fourth degree of consanguinity occupying the same or multiple seats within the same jurisdiction would mean political dynasty. Thus, the State should make true its promise of equal opportunities for public service and make political dynasty in its layman’s term, illegal and unconstitutional. A famous quote from Aristotle goes like this, “When a democracy grows weak, it is supplanted by an oligarchy.”8 Merriam-Webster defines an oligarchy as government by the few. Let me elaborate on it more. Political dynasties are more like oligarchy, in a sense that only a few people or families have control on the government. In the Philippines, families, not parties, remain the most enduring feature of Philippine legislature. Political parties are formed and disbanded but



7



Coronel, et.al, The Rulemakers: How the Wealthy and Well-Born dominate Congress (2007) Nestor Mata ‘Why Ban on Political Dynasties Failed’ Malaya Business Insights http://www.malaya.com.ph/index.php/column-of-the-day/9159-why-ban-on-political-dynasties-failed 8



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” the clans that make them up stay on.9 These clans root themselves into our national and local governments for many decades. Almost every position in the government has been posted either by relatives, or friends who are indebted to the clan for appointing them into position. In a sense, they have already established political kingdoms throughout the country. In the course of the rising and expanding political kingdoms ruling over the country, it has become hard to tell where democracy is to be found. With rules distorted and morality questioned, people can never tell if they deserve more than what they are getting from the government. Political dynasties inhibit democracy, further adding instability and weakness of political institutions that are supposed to be working on their sense of rationality and individualism for the country.1 With political dynasties, it is no longer a question on qualifications and slogans, it will now be a question on connections and guns. The establishment of political dynasties is an effective way of monopolizing and perpetuating power. With various seats in the government occupied by a single family it would be easy to manipulate the system to benefit their family. The concept of check and balance will be thrown out the window. More often than not, politicians get to be elected not because of their merit, but because they are



9



Coronel, et.al, The Rulemakers: How the Wealthy and Well-Born dominate Congress (2007)



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” born into political clans. In the same way, a ruling family can promote nepotism in the government. Constituents are very lucky if they have a politician born out of political clans with genuine concern for public service. Politicians born into political clans are usually in politics for the sake of their names. Former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo never ditched her middle name because she is always remembered to be the daughter of Diosdado Macapagal. President Noynoy Aquino got a boost of popularity after the death of his mother, former President Cory Aquino. The fact that his father is a hero didn’t hurt either. And so are others who got famous because of the legacy of their name. Consequently, the concept of governance by representation has been smudged. No longer is it true that the government is of the people, for the people, and by the people. It is now replace by government of them, for them, and by them. The people in the government are no longer for public service, but for personal gains. With them in constant possession of power, two saying comes into my mind; the first is “familiarity breeds contempt” and the other is “absolute power corrupts absolutely.” As a conclusion, political dynasty should be prohibited for good. It is neither beneficial to the country as a whole, nor it has a positive effect on the localities. The political families will not serve their constituents to the full extent but rather



“Essay on the Political Dynasty in the Philippines” serve them meagerly as to make them not revolt against them, but yet prioritize their interests. Most often than not, the political families get richer, while their constituent gets poorer, or stays the same.
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