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Tsunami rehabilitation projects inaugurated Special Correspondent, The Hindu, Online edition of India's National Newspaper, Tuesday, Feb 13, 2007



GOOD BEGINNING: Governor Surjit Singh Barnala inaugurating the tsunami rehabilitation projects implemented by the Indian Red Cross Society at Cuddalore on Monday. Society president Sarojini Varadappan (left) and Collector Rajendra Ratnoo are also in the picture. — Photo: T. Singaravelou



CUDDALORE: Governor Surjit Singh Barnala inaugurated on Monday Rs. 50.70-lakh worth of tsunami rehabilitation projects executed by the Tamil Nadu branch of Indian Red Cross Society in Cuddalore district. At a function here, the Governor, who is also the patron-in-chief of the Society, unveiled the plaques for these projects. Soon after the tsunami struck Tamil Nadu on December 26, 2004, the Society volunteers rushed to the coastal areas and undertook relief and rehabilitation measures. In Tamil Nadu, more than 10 lakh people were either directly or indirectly affected, and in Cuddalore district many villages were cut off and several fishing hamlets disappeared. He said a trainload of provisions worth Rs 5 crore,



accompanied by 300 volunteers, had come from Punjab, and the volunteers stayed on for a month to help out the affected people. The Governor thanked his Madhya Pradesh counterpart Dr. Balram Jakhar for having contributed Rs. 18,51,111 through the Society towards assisting the tsunami victims. Mr. Barnala said the Tamil Nadu Society had received Rs 6.5 crore worth of materials, including blankets, rice, milk, and utensils, which were distributed in the affected areas. The Society completed the following: Pachayankuppam school building-Rs 22 lakh, Thazhanguda net mending shed-Rs 14 lakh, a multi-purpose building-Rs. 10 lakh, crèche-Rs. 2 lakh, and three cargo autos-Rs. 2.71 lakh. The Governor also gave away a cheque for Rs 10,000 to S.Dileepan from the tsunamiaffected Periyakuppam for taking up professional courses. Society president Sarojini Varadappan said a sewage treatment plant (Rs 65 lakh) and cold storage facility (Rs 30 lakh) would also be put in the coastal areas. Collector Rajendra Ratnoo said 2,323 permanent houses had been completed, and 2,348 houses meant for secondary affected people were under construction. Besides this, the State Government had proposed to construct 3,286 more units for the coastal community at a cost of Rs 2.60 lakh each.



60,000 evacuated from flooded central Mozambique Maputo (Mozambique), Feb 13. (AP): Soldiers and relief workers using helicopters and canoes have evacuated some 60,000 people from the flooded Zambezi River Valley in central Mozambique, where more than 1,00,000 others are at risk, officials said on Monday. More rains are forecast and floodgates that must be opened to save the wall of a massive hydroelectric dam will add to the dangers this week. About 100 people have drowned or been electrocuted by downed power lines and hundreds of thousands have been forced from their homes in torrential rains that have swamped a swath of southern Africa from Angola in the west to Mozambique in the east with Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe in between. Thousands of hectares of crops have been destroyed. Bridges have collapsed and roads have been swept away. The Zambezi, a floodplain river that crosses the continent and has three major dams, burst its banks weeks ago. Its swollen waters and those of its tributaries came together at Mozambique's northwestern Cahora Bassa hydroelectric dam. Officials began discharging water from the overflowing dam, which covers 2,700 square kilometers (more than 1,000 square miles), at a rate of up to 10,000 cubic meters (353,000 cubic feet) a minute last week. More floodgates must be opened this week to prevent the dam wall from bursting, authorities said. That will unleash walls of water that will bear down the Zambezi and sweep into the center of the country.
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The Mozambicans are coordinating with water authorities in Zambia, where dams and reservoirs also are near capacity. The director of Mozambique's National Disasters Management Office, Paola Zucula, told The Associated Press that 59,554 people have been evacuated from the Zambezi Valley in the past three days. He said he had ordered an airborne rescue to start on Sunday, with two helicopters  joining a flotilla of boats and canoes manned by police and relief workers. Still, Zucula said, of 1,64,000 people affected by the floods nationwide, 1,04,400 are still at risk, trapped by rising waters. The main road being used to transport emergency supplies has been cut off by the floods, he said, hampering efforts and forcing authorities to use a cargo helicopter to ferry relief aid. The northern Zambian town of Luangwa has been cut off from the rest of the country since the Luangwa River burst its banks and submerged the only road access, officials said. ``Essential supplies to the district cannot be delivered, unless by air. If the situation continues for an extended period, the district will run out of essential supplies,'' said Trust Hakulipa, the disaster manager for Zambia's Red Cross society. An assessment team was unable to reach the town, he added. Mozambique's Prime Minister, Luisa Diogo, has ordered the forcible removal of people in low-lying areas, amid reports that some peasant farmers were refusing to evacuate unless their cattle and goats also were rescued. Diogo flew over the flooded area last week and said that islands in the Zambezi River could be identified only by the peaks of roofs sticking out of the water. Rescuers have saved some victims found clinging to trees, according to provincial authorities. More than 46,000 homes have been washed away in Mozambique, officials said. Diogo said this year's floods could be worse than those of 2000-2001, which killed some 800 people, but that they do not expect as many fatalities because relief workers and agencies are better prepared. The U.N. World Food Program launched an urgent appeal on Monday for food and other aid for flood victims. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent societies said on Monday it was releasing more than 2,70,000 Swiss Francs ($2,16,000, euro166,000) from its disaster relief emergency fund to help flood victims in Angola, Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia. Mozambique is on ``red alert,'' one step down from declaring a national disaster. The country of 16 million people was impoverished by three decades of war that ended in 1992.
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Disaster action plan drawn up By MANDEEP SINGH Gulf Daily News, Vol XXIX 330, Tuesday, 13 February, 2007



BAHRAIN is bracing itself to deal with man-made or natural disasters in an increasingly endangered world. Nuclear proliferation in the region, threats from oil spills or disaster on land, in the air or at sea are all spurs behind moves to draw up an effective response plan. A draft will soon be presented to the Interior Ministry, once it is completed by a specially created national committee, made up of representatives from several ministries and organisations. One body heavily involved in drawing up the response plan is the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife. Commission head of pollution control Mirza Khalaf said the plan was nearing completion. "Once it is ready, it will be reviewed by all the ministries concerned and then presented to the Interior Ministry for final implementation," he told the GDN. "It is expected the plan will be ready in the next few months, but I am unable to say when it will happen." He said the commission had been involved in the preparation of the plan ever since the committee was set up a year ago. ag o. "This is because environmental pollution is a major component. We are also coordinating with other ministries and organisations," said Mr Khalaf. One key issue is the threat of radiation, since it can spread so quickly. Radiation "The threat of radiation could be from anywhere," he said. But Mr Khalaf said the preparations were not specifically related to any possible threat from Iran's nuclear programme. "The nuclear radiation threat could be from anywhere, it has no borders," he said. "For example, there is nuclear capability in both India and Pakistan. A mishap there could affect Bahrain. "It could be through the atmosphere, through food, movement of livestock as well as through movement of people.
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"We have to set up a plan to tackle all these issues." Mr Khalaf said the other ministries involved were the Health Ministry, the Interior Ministry, the Industry and Commerce Ministry and the Municipalities and Agriculture Ministry. "The University of Bahrain and the Bahrain Defence Force are also contributing," he said. Another issue is that of oil pollution. po llution. "This is something in which the commission is involved in a big way, but again it is with the co-operation with the other ministries," said Mr Khalaf. Health Under-Secretary Dr Aziz Hamza said the involvement of the ministry in the preparation of the plan was at an "advanced stage". "Two recent disasters have spurred us on," he said, citing the Al Dana dhow tragedy and a devastating fire in Gudaibiya, in March and July last year respectively. Dr Hamza said Bahrain first woke up to the harsh realities of a disaster when a Gulf Air plane crashed off its coast in August 2000. "Since then, plans have been under preparation but the two major disasters in 2006 have put them on the fast track," he said. Those involved in disaster relief had learnt from some of the shortcomings that they came across after the Gulf Air disaster and built on them, said Dr Hamza. "We built on those and formulated more comprehensive programmes, which stood us in good stead during the Al Dana tragedy and then again when the Gudaibiya fire happened."



FEMA Disaster Officials Offer Tips to Speed Assistance by SOPnewswire



Posted 15 hours, 52 minutes ago ORLANDO, Fla. -- Disaster recovery officials encourage residents and businesses ORLANDO, dealing with tornado damage and loss to adopt a take-charge action plan to help speed the possibility of obtaining state and federal disaster aid: •



Register as soon as possible . Homeowners, renters, and business owners who suffered losses must call the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) registration line at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) to be eligible for disaster assistance. Individuals with hearing or speech impairments should call (TTY) 1800-462-7585 .
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•



•



•



•



•



•



Register, even if you are insured . Your insurance coverage  coverage  may not be adequate and some foundation damage may not show up until later. Anyone who suffered any damage or loss should register for assistance. Remember, disaster assistance covers a wide range of losses . Disasterrelated damage or loss of essential personal property, anything from a wheelchair to a major appliance, may qualify for some form of federal/state assistance. Stay in touch and keep appointments after you have registered for disaster assistance . A FEMA inspector will make an appointment to visit your home, usually within two to three days. Make every effort to be at home or call to change the appointment by using the FEMA Helpline also at 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) , (TTY) 1-800-462-7585 . Visit a Disaster Recovery Center if you have questions or need more information . Six centers are open throughout all four affected counties. Each center is open seven days a week from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. , until further notice. Return all forms promptly . After registering, you may receive a U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) low-interest loan application package in the mail. Fill out and return these forms promptly since they are an essential part of the disaster-assistance process. Rebuild with disaster prevention in mind . If you receive an emergency housing repair grant from FEMA, a follow-up letter will arrive after you receive your check. That letter will identify the purpose of the grant and will highlight the need to make repairs that th at will lessen the risks of future losses.



What to Expect After Registration:



Floridians deemed eligible for disaster assistance will receive a letter from the FEMA providing guidance on their disaster relief grant. If you receive a letter, FEMA will tell you about ways the money can be spent in your recovery. It will also explain that federal assistance may have to be repaid if it is duplicated by insurance or any other assistance you receive. Remember disaster assistance is not expected to restore you to your pre-disaster condition. It is intended to help you get safe and sanitary housing and meet your other critical needs so you can begin your long-term recovery. You can call the helpline for answers to your questions about federal assistance, the same number you called to register for aid. If you are not satisfied with FEMA's decision on your application, an appeal can be filed in writing to FEMA Appeals Officer, National Processing Service Center , P. O. Box 10055 , Hyattsville, Md. 20782 . Appeals must be filed with 60 days of the date of the FEMA letter. Before starting any repairs or reconstruction, check with local building officials on what permits and inspections might be needed. If you were displaced from your home and incurred hotel hotel or  or motel expenses, save those receipts and check with FEMA on how you might be reimbursed. File your insurance claim as claim as soon as possible. Failure to file within 12 months can affect your eligibility for FEMA assistance. Call FEMA if your insurance settlement is settlement is delayed, if
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it does not cover your loss, if you can't find rental housing in your area or if your additional living expense benefit is exhausted. FEMA manages federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident, initiates mitigation activities and manages the National Flood Insurance Program. Insurance Program. FEMA works closely with state and local emergency managers, law enforcement personnel, firefighters and other first responders. FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on March 1, 2003. Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability disability,, economic status or retaliation. If you or someone you know has been discriminated against, you should call FEMA toll-free at 1-800-621FEMA (3362) or contact your State Office of Equal rights. If suspicious of any abuse of FEMA programs, please contact the fraud hotline at 1-800-323-8603. FEMA's temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan. loan. However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and storage expenses. Source:FEMA



Rains cause severe landslides in Peru Associated Press Tuesday, February 13, 2007 (San Martin): Torrential rains caused severe landslides and a highway collapse in the San Martin region of Peru. Storms across the nation have left thousands of people displaced and several others dead and missing. Cas and buses were forced to wait for hours while bulldozers attempted to flatten out an area where the highway used to be. Pasco region with mud. Officials said at least seven people were killed by floods that covered many towns in the Residents were faced with several challenges as they tried to evacuate the areas, are as, as many of the main roadways were blocked by water, dirt and debris. The rains caused the Black River to overflow, leaving the Amazonian town of Pozuzo isolated in mountains of mud. Tens of thousands of people have been affected by the unseasonably strong rains since late December. Compiled by AD Kaushik
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