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Short Description

The paper endeavors to critically look into the fate of the customary practices those are observed by the Hindus in Indi...



Description


CUSTOMARY PRACTICES AND HINDU MARRIAGE ACT, 1955 INTRODUCTION In India, Caste system has a long history. In ancient times, when barter system prevailed as an every day means of transaction, every caste had its own significance and a certain norm of duties. It was understood that a shoe maker’s son would become a shoe maker and a king’s would rule the kingdom after him. A particular social group of an individual not only decided the profession of an individual but also entailed a certain social class and family conduct. However, though these professional duties were limited to the sons of the families to carry forward, it was important that they also pass on the family genre and procreate the creed. Hence, marriages took place strictly within the same castes. As the time changed there have been various changes in the system of marriage prevalent in the Hindu society. Likewise, there had been and still are revolutions taking place against a lot of mal practices in the institution of marriage. Most ancient societies needed a secure environment for the perpetuation of the species, a system of rules to handle the granting of property rights, and the protection of bloodlines. The institution of marriage handled these needs. The Hindu Marriage Act 1955 provides for various rules regarding marriages and most of the provisions take into consideration that there still exist the customs and traditions a Hindu follows. The provisions like solemnization have been incorporated in the Act from the customs and traditions those are observed by the Hindus but the provision of registration of marriage and also that of divorce is new and was never followed by the Hindus. However, with the modernization and globalization, the people of the new generation themselves do not believe in following the obsolete traditions and therefore they are in fact in favor of more uniform laws rather than the customs.



DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE A contract made in due form of law, by which a free man and a free woman reciprocally engage to live with each other during their joint lives, in the union which ought to exist between husband and wife. By the terms freeman and freewoman in this definition are meant, not only that they are free and not slaves, but also that they are clear of all bars to a lawful marriage. To make a valid marriage, the parties must be willing to contract, able to contract, and have actually contracted. Hindu marriage is valid legal relationship between a man (at least 21 years) and a woman (at least 18 years) meeting other conditions for valid marriage. Hindu marriage is performed under Shastric Ceremonies and rites as laid down by Shastric Hindu law or is performed under customary ceremonies and rites. However, according to the legal procedure, certain ceremonies are obligatory in the whole of the marriage function to have the marriage considered valid and completely as per the law. All other customs and ceremonies do not have any legal standing as far as the validity of the marriage is concerned. According to Hindu religious texts there are four stages in life: 1. Brahmacharya: Student life 2. Grihastha: Household life 3. Vanaprastha: Retired life 4. Sanyasa: Renounced life Now the Grihastha (house holder) stage is the one where marriage takes place.



HISTORY OF MARRIAGE According to the tenets of Hinduism, marriage is a sacred relationship, a sacrament, and a divine covenant meant for procreation and the continuation of family lineage. In the traditional Hindu system of marriage, there is no role for the state as marriage remained a private affair within the social real. Within this traditional framework reference, marriage is undoubtedly the most important transitional point in a Hindu’s life and the most important of all the Hindu samskaras, or life-cycle rituals. Ancient India In the ancient India, especially in Hindu marriages, there are certain references of polygamy and polyandry for political as well as social reasons, they are considered criminal offenses today. However, falling in love before marriage was seen as a sin, a kind of insanity. Still we do find the references of amorous relationships between princes and princesses. It is observed through out history, a woman was considered a possession of first her father and then her husband. Her opinions and views were not considered for any decision making and even about her own duties and allowances. Most references to marriage in the ancient texts suggest that the Aryans were monogamous. However, some references to polygamy and polyandry have been found in the Hindu epic of Mahabharata. Medieval India In the medieval age, there were Swayamwaras arranged by Kings for their daughters, where women get to choose the groom of their choice and men would have to coo them with a presentation of their abilities. These means sound more modern rather than ancient. There are also mentions of abductions of the women by men for marriage purpose. In fact, that was one acceptable way of acquiring the bride of one’s choice. It was considered rather gallant of a man to display such act. In the later days, rights of women or even men while selecting their life partners changed due to social changes and wars, due to mixed inhabitant and cultures. It became a parent’s duty to search for and



invite the matching alliances for their children. It became necessary to perform a diligence check on any alliance before getting into a deal. Yes, marriages sure turned into deals with the dowry systems getting attached to it. Women lost all the dignity in the market of marriage and became just a commodity to be exchanged in lieu of removing the burden of social and moral responsibility from their family. As this became favor from the groom’s family over to the bride’s it was a right to have compensated for that in terms of dowry, which took away most of the wealth and pride from the bride’s family. Modern India However, the times sure have changed recently and marriages are performed keeping the dignity (especially of the bride’s family) intact. Thanks to modernization and globalization, and changing status of women in India, the custom of sati got diminished for good. The people involved didn't and don't have much to say about the decision. The people have a broad outlook towards their future especially when it comes to deciding about their marriage, they don’t want to get involved in any kind of obsolete or orthodox customary rule and rather they want that every step should be more of a legal nature. Thus they find shelter in Acts like Hindu Marriage Act and Special Marriages Act.



Customary Practices Related to Marriage Law may be enacted law based on legislation, conventional law based on agreement, case law based on precedent and customary law based on customs. Customs reflect norms and values of the society. Hindu law has always been to a great extent customary. Custom is transcendent law. The Smritis and Digests were largely based upon customary law. Even where a custom exits in derogation of a laid down in Smritis, it is nonetheless a source of law governing the Hindus.1 The remarkable feature of Hindu law is that though the importance of sacred law is emphasized yet the new development and the local needs are not disregarded and sacred law is subordinated to custom.2



1 2



Mayne’s, “Hindu Law and Usage”, pg 46, Edn 15th, Bharat Law House, New Delhi Paras Diwan, “Modern Hindu Law” pg 24, 2004, Edn 19th, Allahabad Law Agency



In the past, the selection of the couple was based on Shastric ideas. The guardians of the girl should not only see the boy’s body, but also consider his conduct, family means, education and repute. They should choose one whose age is more than the girl. The boy should be sound in body and in mind and his family should be free from hereditary diseases.3 The marriage was compulsory for all the girls except for those opted asceticism. Brahmin girls were married between ages eight and ten from sixth or century onwards up to the modern times. Polygamy was permitted to all who could afford, and it was especially popular among Kshatriyas for political reasons. According to the Manasollasa, the king should marry a Kshatriya girl of noble birth for a chief queen though he is permitted to have Vaishya or Shudra wives for pleasure. Early societies for social as well as political reasons had to have secure means for the perpetuation of the species and an institution to handle the granting of property rights. Marriage handled these needs. Arranged marriages have a history since fourth century in Indian culture. In fact, it is consider as a foundation of the Indian marriage system. The culture of arranged marriages has still survived modernization and industrialization in India. The systems of divorce and registration were not there in the Hindu Customs. But with the advancement of the society and the legal system the concept of divorce was recognized and the concept of registration of marriage was introduced.



Systematic Building Up of Law In course of time, the commentaries appear to have acted with ever increasing force to give an impulse to the systematic building up of law. The law was basically and essentially traditional and rooted in customs. As a result, the process of development and 3



[URL http://marriage.about.com/cs/generalhistory/a/marriagehistory.htm]



assimilation continued and the law had to be gathered having regard to the rules of conduct and practices reflected in the approved usage and customs.4 The outstanding feature of the Hindu Marriage Act 1955 is that monogamy is now enforced as a rule of law and bigamy is rendered punishable as a crime. The conditions and ceremonial Hindu Marriage are considerably simplified and any two Hindus can solemnize the ceremonial marriage recognized by this act. Under the Special Marriage Act all restrictions on marriage, imposed by law or customs, are removed except as regards certain prohibited degrees of consanguinity or affinity5. Enactments: Social usage in relation to Hindu marriage has been considerable affected by various legal enactments passed, perhaps right from 1833 when the regulation prohibiting sati was declared. (1) A common form of civil marriage for all communities in India was provided by the Special Marriage Act III of 1872, which made it possible for an Indian of whatever caste or creed to enter into a valid marriage with a person belonging to any caste or creed, provided the parties registered the contract of marriage declaring inter alia that they did not belong to any religion. This Act was amended by Act XXX of 1923; making it possible for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains (but not for Christians, Jews, Mahavardans and Parsees) to declare their religion and yet get their marriage registered. (2) the Child Marriage Restraint Act XIX of 1929, as amended by Act 19 of 1946 prohibited marriages of boys under 18 years of age and girls under 14 years of age (3) The Hindu Marriage between parties (a) belonging to the same gotra or (b) belonging to different sub-divisions of the same caste; and now (4) The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 which abrogates and modifies all the past laws. It has made Hindu marriage now strictly adult and monogamous; has done away with the caste and gotra restrictions which limited the field of marriage; and has set down definite conditions under which a degree of nullity and further of dissolution of marriage could be obtained. HINDU MARRIAGE ACT 1955 4 5



Mulla, “Principles of Hindu Law” pg 49, Edn 19th, Vol I, Lexis Nexis Butterworth’s The Special Marriage Act, (III of 1872) section 2(4) and provisos 1 and 2.



The Hindu Marriage Act was enacted by the Indian Parliament in the year 1955, with the purpose of regulating the personal life among the Hindus, especially their institution of marriage, its validity, conditions for invalidity and applicability etc. Legislation of laws relating to Hindu marriage began from the year 1829 when sati was abolished by law and declared an offence. However, the Hindu Marriage Law is been getting amended as the social and political changes took place and more and more rights were introduced to provide differing social status to individuals. Finally, in 1955 the Hindu Marriage Bill was introduced in the Parliament and was passed by both the Houses of Parliament. There are many salient features in the provisions of the act that makes and even prompt a person to consider it as rather conservative. The underlying note or we can say that the lifeline that runs throughout the act is that it duly recognizes the religious sentiments and values of the Hindus which they respectfully cherish and consider as valuable. Accordingly the Hindu Marriage Act has considered and treated the institution of marriage among the Hindus so sacrosanct as it evolved through ages among them, duly recognizing their time immemorial customs, traditions, shastras that include their rituals and other practices as practiced and evolved by them over a long period. Above all the act by covering and encompassing all the people from the modern offshoots of Hinduism like Prarthana Samaj, Arya Samaj and Brahma Samaj also has a modern look by duly recognizing those modern offshoots of Hindu religion. Applicability: The Act applies to: •



Any person who is Hindu, Buddhist, Jain or Sikh by religion.



•



Any person who is born to Hindu parents.



•



Any person who is not a Muslim Christian, Parsi or Jew, and who is not governed



by any other law. The Act does not apply: •



To persons who are Muslims, Christians, Parsis or Jews by religion.



•



To members of the scheduled tribes coming within the meaning of clause (25) of Article 366 of the Constitution of India unless the Central Government by notice otherwise directs.



It would be pertinent to mention the remarkable changes in ancient Hindu Law in India through the Hindu Marriage Act-1955: 1. Inter marriage between persons of different castes is not prohibited. 2. Monogamy which is essentially the voluntary union for life of one man with one



woman to the exclusion of all others is now enforced by legislation. 3. Bigamy has been made punishable as an offence. 4. The conditions and requirements of a valid marriage have been considerably



simplified. 5. Several matrimonial reliefs e.g., restitution of conjugal rights, judicial separation, nullity of marriage and divorce have been provided in this Act. It is a matter of great regret that the Hindu women of our country fail to avail this kind of opportunity due to the lack of proper legislation.6 The concept of Solemnization has been there in the Hindu customs but the legal recognition to divorce and the concept of registration was introduced in the Hindu Marriage Act 1955 for the first time. The three are discussed in detail in the following paragraphs: SOLEMNIZATION The word solemnized means to celebrate marriage with proper ceremonies and in due form. According to Hindu religious texts marriage is an act to fulfill Dharma (righteous duty), Arth (acquiring material wealth to fulfill household duties), Kama (satisfying righteous desires) and Moksha (achieving liberation or salvation). Both husband and wife are equal partners who have the responsibility to uphold the values and pass it on to the 6



[URL http://www.thedailystar.net/law/2006/02/03/index.htm]



next generation before commencing on to the final journey. 7 In order that the rites and ceremonies of marriage could be regarded as customary, they must stand the test of time and force of law without discontinuance at any point of time.8 The conditions imposed by the Hindu Marriage Act for a valid marriage, though may look insignificant on a superficial look, actually have the modern elements and characteristics, of course with a far sightedness. So as to solemnize a marriage between two Hindus, the following conditions have been imposed: Section 5 of the Hindu Marriage Act 1955 provides the following conditions for a valid marriage: (i) Neither party has a spouse living at the time of the marriage; which actually discourages plural marriages and in the present modern day context, the provision helps to prevent dissemination of incurable diseases like AIDS and other virulent form of venereal diseases in the society. iii) The age of eligibility for getting married is fixed as 21 for bridegrooms and 18 for brides, which actually helps to prevent social evils like child marriages from the Indian Society. iv) Prevents marriages between prohibited degrees of relationships. v) Prevents marriages between Sapindas. The provisions (iv) and (v) have a scientific base because the prevention of a marriage between persons of prohibited degree of relationship or sapindas, will actually prevent the birth of physically deformed children or deaf, dumb and blind children, because the possibility of delivering such children is more in marriages between persons of prohibited



7



[URL http://hubpages.com/hub/According-to-me-what-is-a-Hindu-Marriage]



8



A.G.Gupte, “Hindu Law”, pg 30, 2005, Premier Publishing Company



relationship and sapindas.9 As per the Hindu social customs, Hindu marriages are solemnized through religious rituals. In Section 7 of the Act, the ceremonies and customs of a Hindu Marriage are duly recognized, giving a sentimental value to the act. Ceremonies of a Hindu marriage (1) A Hindu marriage may be solemnized in accordance with the customary rites and ceremonies of either party thereto. (2) Where such rites and ceremonies include the saptapadi (that is, the taking of seven steps by the bridegroom and the bride jointly before the sacred fire), the marriage becomes complete and binding when the seventh step is taken. Section 7 of the Hindu Marriage Act recognizes the ceremonies and customs of marriage. Hindu marriage may be solemnized in accordance with the customary rites and ceremonies of either party. Such rites and rituals include the Saptapadi—the taking of seven steps by the bridegroom and the bride jointly before the sacred fire. The marriage becomes complete and binding when the seventh step is taken. Even by going a step forward, the act stipulates that the marriage is not valid if Saptapadi is not performed. Thereby the Hindu Marriage Act also recognises the time immemorial customs and rituals followed by the Hindus. Where ceremonies like saptapadi and kanyadaan were not performed and also photographs were not admissible in the court, the marriage was held not solemnized according to the Hindu rights.10 The expression ‘customary rites and rituals’ naturally mean such Shastric ceremonies which the caste or communities to which the party belongs is customarily following. The Hindu Marriage Act does not lay 9



[URLhttp://ezinearticles.com/?The-Impact-of-the--Hindu-Marriage-Act,-1955-on-the-IndianSociety&id=1475031]



10



Joyita Saha v Rajesh Kumar Pandey AIR 2000 Cal 109



down any special form of ceremony which has to be performed in all Hindu Marriages. As a Hindu Marriage is a sacrament the performance of a sanskar the customary religious rite must be observed in order to make a marriage valid.11 REGISTRATION In India, a marriage can be registered under either of the two Marriage Acts: the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 or the Special Marriage Act, 1954. To be eligible for marriage, the minimum age limit is 21 for males and 18 for females. The parties to a hindu marriage should be unmarried or divorced, or if previously married, the spouse by that marriage should not be alive. In addition, the parties should be physically and mentally healthy and must not be related in a way prohibited by the law. The Hindu Marriage Act is applicable only to the Hindus, whereas the Special Marriage Act is applicable to all citizens of India. The Hindu Marriage Act provides for registration of an already solemnized marriage. It does not provide for solemnization of a marriage by the Registrar. The Special Marriage Act provides for solemnization of a marriage as well as registration by a Marriage Officer.12



As provided by Section 8 of Hindu Marriage Act 1955: No marriage can be registered unless the following conditions are fulfilled 1. A ceremony of marriage has been performed between the parties and they have been living together as husband and wife. 2. Neither party has at the time of registration more than one spouse living. 3. Neither party is an idiot or lunatic at the time of registration. 11



12



Rabindra nath Dutta v State AIR 1969 Cal pg 58 [URLhttp://yamunanagar.nic.in/procedure/marriage.htm]



4. The parties have completed the age of twenty one years at the time of registration. 5. The parties are not within the degrees of prohibited relationship. 6. The parties have been residing within the district of the Marriage Officer for a period of not less than thirty days immediately preceding the date on which the application is made to him for registration. Even though the ceremonies make a marriage valid or otherwise in the eyes of law, it is important that the marriage has to be registered by submitting information at the registrar’s office in the given jurisdiction. Section 8 of the Hindu Marriage Act provides for the compulsory registration of marriages and even stipulates a punishment for violating the provision. This provision is actually an eye opener and it safeguards those hapless persons who may become victims of fraud marriages carefully maneuvered and planned by unscrupulous antisocial elements. The registration of Hindu Marriages is necessary for the purpose of facilitating the proof of Hindu Marriage apart from making available legal remedies such as restitution of conjugal rights and judicial separation to either party on the grounds specified under sections 9 and 10 respectively. Nullity and divorce are the other remedies that could be availed of by either the wife or husband on the grounds contained under sections 11, 12 and 13 of the Act. The above remedies with the exception of divorce will be available for married persons, whose marriage has been solemnized after the commencement of the Act. On the other hand, the divorce proceedings could be taken in respect of any marriage solemnized whether before or after the commencement of the Act on a petition presented by either the husband or the wife on the ground prescribed under section 13. The Act also provides for divorce by mutual consent.13 DIVORCE While we are talking about Marriages under the Hindu Marriage Act, procedures for the divorce also should be discussed and considered. While, in Indian culture, a marriage is considered an eternal knot and an unbreakable union, the law has sure given 13



[URLhttp://www.legallight.in/hindumarriageact.html]



consideration for separation. Hindu civil code permits divorce on certain grounds. But the religion as such does not approve divorce. According to Hinduism marriage is a sacred relationship, a divine covenant and a sacrament. Therefore it cannot be dissolved on some personal grounds. In very ancient India, while polyandry and polygamy were prevailing, separation was not considered a possibility or need. However, with changing times and mal practices getting introduced, a need to have a right to separate if not happy was considered and introduced with a very refreshing change in the status of womanhood by applying for divorce if not content with the marriage relationship. In ancient times, women in Hindu society had limited freedom. There was nothing like the modern concept of divorce in Hindu society. Once a woman left her parent's home she was completely at the mercy of her husband and if her husband found her incompatible or unattractive and abandoned her, there was little that she could do. Problems of a divorced woman involve finance, parental support, dowry, child support, security, social stigma and remarriage. Often divorced men seek unmarried women from poorer background for remarriage. With law favoring custody of children with the mother, it becomes increasingly difficult for a divorced woman to remarry. Similar is the case with widowers failing to support another widow, thus making remarriage for a woman more difficult. Family of widower sympathizes and consoles the widower with remarriage to an unmarried woman. Polygamy can be practiced by Indian Muslim men only. It has also been noticed that other men who wish to practice polygamy or who are unable to obtain divorce from first wife, convert to Islam for the sake for having multiple wives. This has raised concerns over conversion into Islam for polygamy. Divorce, while not banned, was a rare occasion. Marriage was seen as a bond for life, but if divorce did occur, generally the couple’s possessions were divided up equally, and any children stayed with the mother. As marriage from the Hindu point of view created an indissoluble tie between the husband and the wife, divorce was not known to the general Hindu law. Neither party to a marriage could, therefore, divorce the other unless divorce



was allowed by custom.14 The Indian Divorce Act, 1869 provided inter alia for dissolution of marriage, but it applied only to ceases where the petitioner or respondent professed the Christian religion" (S.2 of the Act). However, according to the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, reliefs by way of judicial separation, declaration of nullity of marriage and divorce are recognized (Ss. 10 to 13).15 Section 13 of the Hindu Marriage Act has provisions which may serve as grounds of marriages for spouses who intend to file petitions seeking divorce from their spouses. When we consider these grounds, some of them have social relevance:For example if a spouse commits adultery with a person other than his or her spouse; •



If a spouse ceased to be a Hindu by conversion;



•



If a spouse has been suffering from a virulent and incurable form of leprosy;



•



If a spouse has been suffering from a venereal disease in a communicable form;



The above provisions not only respect the religious feelings of the Hindus besides providing a ground for divorce. Similarly, the provision relating to adultery, virulent form of disease like leprosy or communicable form of VD etc are not only help the concerned spouses to seek divorce from their spouses, but also serve the cause and larger interests of the society, by preventing the spread of virulent and communicable form of venereal diseases. Thus the Hindu Marriage Act, though it contains only 30 sections and may even be considered a very small piece of legislation, it is a comprehensive Act by virtue of its utility not only to the Hindus but also in the general welfare and interest of the Indian Society as well.



Specifics of the Law If a person of Hindu origin (as described within the law) chooses to marry a person who is not Hindu, the non-Hindu spouse must convert. If the other spouse is Christian, they may marry under the Christian Marriage act of 1872, and their marriage would be 14



15



Mulla, “Principles of Hindu Law” pg 776, Edn 19th, Vol I, Lexis Nexis Butterworth’s [URL http://www.nagpuronline.com/people/mar_hndu.html]



governed under that act. The third option for mixed religion couples in India is civil marriage. The law states that men must be at least 21 years old to marry, while women must be at least 18. Both potential spouses must be of Hindu origin. Another interesting part of the Hindu Marriage Law is that both spouses must be of sound mind and body. They must be mentally and physically able to give consent to marriage and in shape for having children. The provision of section 29(2) of Hindu Marriage Act general terms saves the customary and statutory right to obtain dissolution of a valid Hindu marriage irrespective of when that marriage took place before or after the commencement of the Hindu Marriage Act 1955 and certainly therefore irrespective of whether such a right has been acquired by anyone or has accrued or has become vested in anyone before the date of commencement of that act.16 Forbidden Practices and Invalid Marriages



While ancient Hindu marriage law allowed polygamy, the practice is forbidden by the Hindu Marriage Law of 1955. In fact, it's now an offense that's punishable by Indian law. In a situation where either spouse is found to fall outside of the marriage law requirements, the marriage is considered null and void and is treated as though it never happened. This may occur if they're found to have another living spouse, mental or physical illness or any other predicament which would otherwise prevent marriage under the Hindu Marriage Law. If a woman is married before the age of 18, she may reject the marriage when she turns 15. This would mean that the marriage was never legal and would not be considered divorce, but this would also eliminate her right to alimony. 17 Hindu law has always been to a great extent extraordinary. In certain cases the weight of customary laws was found more than the written text of smritis, the formal law. From this the doctrine of factum valet has come which means “for a fact cannot be altered by a hundred texts.” Section 2(2) of both Hindu succession act and Hindu marriage act leaves open the door for tribal customary laws. The Hindu marriage act does not apply to the tribal. So there is importance of Hindu marriage customs. The custom of saptapadi has transformed into 16 17



A.G.Gupte, “Hindu Law”, pg 34, 2005, Premier Publishing Company [URLhttp://www.ehow.com/how-does_4598232_hindu-marriage-law-work.html]



customary law the seven steps for completion of Hindu marriage. According to Hindu marriage a divorce can only be taken after the decree by a court id given. This is however subject to an exception that if the divorce is sanctioned by the custom it is recognized by the law. According to this act the marriage cannot be held between the parties within the degree of prohibited relationship. Again the proviso leaves open the option to apply custom of marriage within the degree of prohibited relationship.



CONCLUSION Hindu marriage as an institution of family and society has undergone quite a number of changes in recent times. The position of women changed and she is not as dependent or subservient as her ancestors were. Still for many Hindus, divorce is the last desperate resort. The stigma associated with divorce is the biggest deterrent. It not only affects the couple involved, but their families and children also. Divorced people find it difficult to be accepted among their friends and family and find new partners. A marriage may be solemnized through customary rites and ceremonies or by taking seven steps around the sacred fire or through a simple process of registration. Registration of marriage is however not compulsory. According to the Act, both parties to marriage have the right to claim their conjugal rights or seek judicial separation based on certain conditions. The Act also defines when marriages are voidable, such as when there was no consent of the guardian, impotency, pregnancy by another person before marriage etc. Despite the progress achieved in recent times marriage is still a sacred relationship in Hinduism. The Hindu law books have now given way to the principles of democracy and belief in the equality of genders. Compared to the marriages in the western world, Hindu marriages have a greater stability. While Hindus who live in India have recourse to the Marriage Act and similar legislation passed in the aftermath of India's independence, those living in other parts of the world may have to deal with their divorce issues through local courts, according to the laws prevailing in their countries. So far, most of the social issues related to Hinduism are being studied and interpreted from the Indian perspective. Perhaps it is time we begin to look at them from a global perspective and understand how each Hindu community in



various parts of the world is coping with their social and religious lives and how the institutions of family and marriage are evolving there. Because Hindus are now in every country of the world, we need to know how they have been living and practicing their religion in the context of the local challenges, traditions and prevailing laws. Let us hope some day we will initiate a study of such issues on a global scale.



BIBLIOGRAPHY BOOKS REFERRED: • • • •



A.Bajpai, the Rights in India, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2003. Diwan, Paras, Hindu Law, Edn.2nd, Orient Publishing Company, New Delhi, 2002 Mulla, “Principles of Hindu Law”, Edn 19th, Vol I, Lexis Nexis Butterworth’s A.G.Gupte, “Hindu Law”, Premier Publishing Company, 2005



STATUTES REFERRED: • •



Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. Indian Special Marriage Act, 1954.



WEBSITES REFERRED: http://society.indianetzone.com/weddings/1/hindu_marriage_act.htm; http://www.sociologyguide.com/women-and-society/the-hindu-marriage-act.php; http://www.surfindia.com/matrimonials/hindu-marriage-acts.html; http://www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/h_marriage.asp; http://www.lectlaw.com/def2/m087.htm; http://www.thedailystar.net/law/2006/02/03/index.htm; http://www.vakilno1.com/bareacts/hindumarriageact/s5.htm; http://yamunanagar.nic.in/procedure/marriage.htm;





 View more...



Comments






















Report "Customary Practices and hindu marriage act 1955"






Please fill this form, we will try to respond as soon as possible.


Your name




Email




Reason
-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint





Description








Close
Submit















Share & Embed "Customary Practices and hindu marriage act 1955"





Please copy and paste this embed script to where you want to embed



Embed Script




Size (px)
750x600
750x500
600x500
600x400





URL










Close











About | 
Terms | 
Privacy | 
Copyright | 
Contact



 
 
 










Copyright ©2017 KUPDF Inc.








 SUPPORT KUPDF


We need your help! 


Thank you for interesting in our services. We are a non-profit group that run this website to share documents. We need your help to maintenance this website.

	
Donate

	
Sharing







To keep our site running, we need your help to cover our server cost (about $400/m), a small donation will help us a lot.





	
Share on Facebook

	
Share on Google+

	
Tweet

	
Pin it

	
Share on LinkedIn

	
Send email




Please help us to share our service with your friends.








No, thanks! Close the box.








