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jRepublic of the ~bilippineg ~upreme QCourt ;fflflanila A.M. No. lS-06-10-SC RE: ADOPTING THE GUIDELINES FOR CONTINUOUS OF CRIMINAL CASES IN PILOT COURTS



TRIAL



RESOLUTION Acting on the recommendation of the Chairman of the Special Committee on Speedy Trial submitting for this Court's consideration and approval the Proposed Guidelines for Continuous Trial of Criminal Cases in Pilot Courts, which will take effect on August 17, 2015, the Court Resolved to APPROVE the same. The said Rule is hereto attached as an integral part of this Resolution. June 30, 2015.



MARIA LOURDES P. A. SERENO Chief Justice



t::2z:~ ANTONIO T. CARPIO Associate Justice
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Associate Justice



On leave PRESBITERO J. VELASCO, JR. Associate Justice 



On leave ARTURO D. BRION Associate Justice
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MARIANO C. DEL CASTILLO Associate Justice



, On leave BIENVENIDO L. REYES Associate Justice



ESTELA~~BE~ABE Associate Justice
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FRANCIS H. RDELE~A Associate Justice ;



GUIDELINES FOR CONTINUOUS TRIAL OF CRIMINAL CASES IN PILOT COURTS



WHEREAS, about seventy-seven percent (77%) of cases filer and pending in the trial courts are criminal cases; I



WHEREAS, due to the trial court's burgeoning dockets, trial has become "piecemeal" and spread over months and even years; ,



WHEREAS, with the advent of eCourts, automation has opened I possibilities for speedier processing and adjudication of cases; NOW, THEREFORE, considering the foregoing premises, the following guidelines are hereby adopted for the continuous trial of criminal cases in the selected pilot courts, as follows:



GUIDELINES FOR CONTINUOUS TRIAL I. Applicability These Guidelines shall apply in all criminal cases in the First and Second Level Courts.



II. Procedure 1.



Once the court has acquired jurisdiction over the person of the accused, the arraignment of the accused shall be set within the periods provided under the Rules, which should be not more than ten (10) days for detention prisoners, nor more than thirty (30) days for non-detainees, unless a shorter period is provided by special law or Suprem 
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