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Short Description

A historical review and time line of crime and punishment from the ancient era, roman era, medieval era, classical era a...



Description


A History and Time Line of the Etiology of Crime Presented by: Victoria Hargan MA Forensic Psychology 2007



Ancient Period-1800-3000 BC















The Ancient Period is the earliest of the periods when written laws were first documented. (Argosy 2008). Code of Hammurabi- guidelines for social order and proscribed certain behaviors as "criminal." (Argosy 2008). These codes designated punishment for the wrong doing or offence committed. Punishments were generally fair and equitable to the "crime" committed. For example, "An eye for an eye" meant just that, not capital punishment for blinding another person. (Argosy 2008).















Ancient Period



The earliest form of punishment was private revenge. The victim or the victim's family retaliated for injury and the community did not interfere. Private revenge often escalated to severe injury. The revenge could continue for years until one person or one of the families of the opposing sides were completely wiped out.



Loss of life and property became so great that the communities slowly started to impose trials and official penalties on offenders in order to restrict private vengeance.







Ancient Times: The Naturalistic Approach



Natural Law-Religious and spiritual approaches to crime and punishment dominated early thinking.



The basis of law was social morality rather than the laws of the gods. Every action against morality constituted a crime. It was Believed that there were four types of offenses: (1) against religion (theft within a temple, impiety, or disrespect) (2) against the state (treason) (3) against persons (poisoning use of drugs, witchcraft, sorcery, infliction of injury) (4) against private property (killing a thief caught stealing at night was not punishable). 



Ancient Times: The Naturalistic Approach















It was believed that crime was the product of a faulty education. It was believed that the severity of punishment should be determined by the degree of culpability. It was believed that criminals were sick individuals who must be cured, and that if they could not be cured they should be eliminated.



Roman Period- 450 BC 







Roman law, developed about 450 BC. Initially defined crime as a matter of individual or community action. Later, Roman law viewed crime as affecting the security of the state-included treason, rebellion, civil disobedience, riots, taxation, desertion, and public corruption.



Roman Period 450 BC Special courts were set up for dealing with cases related to extortion, poisoning, embezzlement, violence as well as courts martial. The state incorporated theft, robbery with violence, damage to property, assaults, insults to dignity, threats, deceit, violation of graves, and acts of throwing things in the street, actions that affected public welfare.



Roman Period 450 BC The Romans added to the criminal law: 



      



 



The legislative enactment of criminal statutes The presumption of innocence The addition of experts and lawyers in the trial process The process of informing the accused of the charges Involving both the accuser and the accused in the trial of fact, and allowing evidence in support of the accused. Natural law formed the basis of criminal law It was unclear regarding the exact "nature of things." If "divine right" was natural, then the king determined the law. If God's will was natural, then the clergy determined what was criminal or not criminal. In these historical times, what was right and wrong stemmed from what was considered "natural."



Medieval Period-1200 AD 















People considered natural disasters as floods, locust devastation, and plague as warnings "messages from the unknown . Disasters were believed to be punishments for crimes committed and sins. The age-old "Let's settle this!" means of resolving wrongs — both civil and criminal — lead to social chaos, bloodshed, and battles. The aristocracy (upper class), and the church, applied "objective" methods of determining guilt and innocence.



Medieval Period-1200 AD 















Methods included trial by battle, exorcism, purging, torture, and trial by ordeal- walking on fire, being thrown bound into water, and burning at the stake. This would determine guilt or innocence-If the "defendant" suffered no harm or survived through divine intervention, they were innocent. The "empirical" basis of this concept of crime was religious-that God would harm and not protect the guilty, and the innocent would survive. The guilty criminal must be possessed or guided by Satan, a demon or other evil source-a witch or wizard, must not have practiced God's will, gave into temptation.



Medieval Period-The Burning Times 1450-1700 AD 



















The years of the witch hunt when either the state or the church considered criminals as evil, mentally ill, possessed and deviant.



Trying and executing witches increased as other social problems increased. As many as 100,000 persons were executed for being "witches." Many of the convicted appealed and received lesser sentences from church courts, which many times, were more lenient than secular courts. One way to appeal was compurgation. This is when the accused would gather persons to testify that he or she was not a witch or a heretic or was not possessed; usually, the accused could gather up to 12 such people. We see the origin of the jury system in compurgation. Later, many religious groups took a more humane approach to those convicted and gave criminals an opportunity to live and work, pray and read the Bible, and repent. They were seen as penitents.



The Classical Period 











Classical criminology emerged in the 17th century as a reaction to the spiritualistic and religious views of society, government, and crime. With increasing urbanization, the beginning of industrialization, and change in thinking and writing of philosophers, there was a major shift in the way people viewed crime. The ancient Greeks and their "scientific" notions of hysteria, the heavens, natural disasters, and human behavior was now considered appropriate for scientific study.



Classical Period 















The study of crime from the 17th century saw crime from three philosophical positions, determining the fields of scientific inquiry. The first position was the "rational choice" position, according to which criminal behavior is a choice that produces results of more benefit than harm.



The second position was the view that crime is caused when factors or stimuli interferes with an individual to "cause" the individual to behave criminally. The third position was that crime is the result of unjust criminal laws and the dysfunctional ways in which they are framed and enforced.



Classical Period 







The classical theory of crime believes that mankind is good, makes rational choices about behavior, and "follows the rules" of the social contract, unless the pleasure of following the rules is outweighed by the pleasure of illegal behavior or too little pain to deter the behavior. Beccaria proposed some "revolutionary" ideas regarding criminal justice: commensurate punishment for harm done, counter productivity of unjust or excessive punishments, seriousness of a crime determined by the harm done, and written statutes defining crime and specifying a particular punishment for each type of crime. (Brown 2007).



Classical Period 











The historical "moment in time" that had the primary impact on the Western societies‘ The Classical school of criminology had a large impact on the way crime is perceived today. Laws and Science continue to evolve as a result of the classical period.



The Positivist Period 



The Classical school of criminology had a large impact on the positivist period.







This "failure to deter" led to the transition from the Classical to the Positivist period.











Early criminologists such as Guerry and Quetelet observed that the affluent and well-educated generally committed fewer crimes but more acts of violence and passion. In contrast, the uneducated and poor committed many more property crimes. Generally, crime varied as economic situations varied. Quetelet thought that crime may be a logical result of social organization and "the guilty are only the instruments by which it is executed.“



The Positivist Period 



The Classical and Positivist schools can be seen as both conflictual and congruent.







It focuses on external or empirical causes of crime.







The positivists focus on "human nature" in the deterrence of crime.







The two schools of thought may be conjoined. For example, the positivists may include deterrence as one of the external factors that influence criminal behavior, but the classicists may include environmental factors in their formulation of deterrence.



Modern Period 











The social and behavioral sciences today and over the centuries have evolved as a result of the etiology of crime. This empirical or scientific approach to crime causation defines the modern period. The earlier and ancient theories of crime came to be seen through scientific lenses in the modern period.
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