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Introduction SO far as is known virtually all German Divisions and Regiments as well as many individual units, had or did have their own distinctive emblem during the 1938-45 period regardless of whether or not it was displayed in the fighting zone. Prior to 1942 emblem design and allocations were closely controlled by the OKW (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht - High Command of the German Armed Forces) but by 1944-45 it was evident that the choice and application of signs depended almost entirely on the decision of Divisional Commanders, subject to approval by the OKW mainly in order to avoid duplication. Emblems formed a practical method of marking Divisional ve,hicles and equipment and were often used to deny numerical identification of units. Another important reason for the widespread use of em,blems by German Divisions was their value as an element of morale, since they often took on the importance of citations and were frequently selected with regard to the tradition, exploits or home station of the units. These signs were proudly displayed and Divisional names which were permitted to pass the censorship imposed on German newspapers and magazines had often been derived from particularly characteristic designs.



Appe'arance (a) Design: Emblems, in contrast to tactical symbols, were individual designs allotted to specific units and represented almost anything that could be encountered in the way of pictorial representation. It was a pre-1943 rule that Panzer Divisions carried emblems based on variations of simple geometrical designs or runic symbols while Infantry and other divisions showed a more representative style. However, this ruling became confused after 1943 and it was no longer possible to classify a Division solely by the appearance of its emblem. In the case of highly specialized Divisions, such as Fallschirmjager or Gebirgsjager Divisions the emblem was likely to contain certain



CO,NTENTS



Section



Page



IntrodLlction .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. Divisional Histories Colour Plates 33, 36, 37, 40, 41, 44, 45, Appendices: 1. Operational Code Names 2. Glossary of Terms 3. Index (two part) 4. Important Dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . ..



3



3 9 48



74 76



78 88



ABOVE: Oberst Labonne, Commanding Officer of the LVF (French LegIOn) taking the Oath-of-Allegiance to the Fahrer at the final parade of the 638.lnfantry Regiment at its training ground. Note the arm shield in French national colours. The regiment was moved to the Russian Front and fought in front of Moscow under the command of 7.lnfantry Division (Euro-Foto).



characteristics peculiar to their role, but even in these instances a general rule cannot be established. Although all emblems were distinctly different, certain similarities between designs were unavoidable, an example of this being 'the bear' used by no less than eight different Divisions; the 24.lnf. Div, 68.lnf Div, 69.lnf Div, 293.lnf Div, 359.lnf Div, 370.lnf Div, 143.Reserve Div, and 233 Reserve Panzer Division. However, each emblem did differ slightly in shape, style and colour. (b) Colour: The original conception of many German divisional emblems called for the use of specific shades or the combination of various colours and this idea was carried out in certain cases right up to the end of the war. Generally, however, the shortage of paint reduced practical application to a single colour within the range of the six basic colours used (red, blue, green, yellow, white and black). Yellow was the colour used for most Panzer Divisional emblems, green tended to be the favourite colour with Fallschirmjager (Paratroop) Divisions while white, red and black were predominently in use with Waffen-SS, Infantry and other types of Divisions.



Display Emblems were not arbitrarily used, specific orders being issued from
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Division Headquarters concerning their size, colours, positioning, etc . . They were usually displayed in the following places: (a) On tQnks and AFVs, all types of motor vehicles, horse-drawn vehicles, motor-cycles and sometimes on bicycles. (b) On directional signs used within Headquarters areas, indicating rear area positions or designating routes of march, and often used in conjunction with the sub-units commander's initial. (c) On Divisional newspapers, official correspondence of an unusual character, and certificates, etc. Divisional exhibition display plaques were also decorated with the Divisonal emblem, among other miscellaneous examples.



Changes and Variations The identification of emblems has been rendered somewhat difficult by the fact that they were changed from time to time with the object of confusing Allied Intelligence. A widespread change of this kind was made at the end of 1942 and it is by no means certain that some of these emblems were not re-introduced, particularly in the case of divisions of famous standing. In other instances the change of emblem coincided with the transfer of a division from one theatre to another and towards the end of the war with its conversion or change of unit commander. In 1944-45 adaptation of new emblem designs were still frequent but not as widespread as they were prior to 1944. A rather elaborate and varying system of colour and design application to denote different divisional sub-units by arm or branch of service, or numerical progression, was used, particularly by highly mobile divisions. This practice in most cases consisted of minor



A captured Sd Kfz 250/10 half-track from the 61.lnfantry-Division being inspected by Soviet troops, August 1941. It displays a typical positioning for the divisional emblem (Chamberlain Collection).



LEFT: A fine example of the divisional emblem of a Panzer division, in this case 3.Panzer, showing typical position on a tank. Vehicle is a PzKpfw IV Ausf F1 (H. Davies Collection). RIGHT: Another example of the use made of Divisional emblems: 'Supply Command Ramcke' combined with the unit emblem for the 2.Fallschirmjager on a directional signboard in North Africa, 1942 (IWM-E20103).



additions to the original colour scheme and can, although of tactical value, be disregarded from a divisional point of view since the variations were usually not of a permanent character and did not change the basic element of an individual emblem.



Security Measures Prior to March 1943 the German Army used emblems without any but local restrictions. An OKW order of that time, however, directed the painting out of emblems, either generally or in specific areas but this order received only limited compliance by the individual divisions, particularly on the Eastern Front. This was apparently motivated by the consideration that the elements of morale and of divisional control over equipment outweighed that of security. The display of emblems was re-instated by an order of the Chief of the General Staff dated March 1944. This order directed the display of emblems as outlined on page 5, and divisional emblems (Divisionskennzeichen) were again in full use after the summer of 1944. During large-scale movements emblems as well as unit numbers (Truppenteilbezichnungs) were temporarily obliterated. Some divisions also carried out similar security measures in combat zones but II divisions according to the order were required to mark their vehicles with emblems in the communications zones -and rear areas. It is doubtful whether large-scale ,deceptions using a fictitious emblem or that of another Division were ever carried out. Possibly such disguises may have been used locally by smaller units but it is
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not known if intelligence moves of this type were ever employed on a divisipnal scale.



Emblems and Tactical Symbols The most frequently encountered types of vehicle or sign post markings aside from divisional or other unit emblems were tactical symbols to designate the arm or branch of service. In contrast to emblems, tactical symbols did not furnish clues towards divisional identifications as all units in the German Army employed uniform tactical symbols, beyond the scope of the present volume. If used in conjunction with a divisional emblem the tactical symbol was always distinctly separated from it and did not form part of the design. Only the colour of the symbol could have, under certain conditions (see 'Changes and Variations' above), furnished information towards the numerical designation of divisional sub-units.



Infantry Regiments By a special order of November 1942 in which Hitler revived the tradition of Frederick the Great, all German Infantry Regiments, with the exception of Mountain Regiments (Gebirgsjager-Regiments) and Rifle Troop Regiments (Jager-Regiments) were in future to be known as 'Grenadier-Regi ments'. By doing this Hitler had elevated his Infantry to the status enjoyed by Grenadiers of the 18th and 19th Centuries-hand-picked detachments of men who were both tall and skilled, thus implying that all his Infantry Divisions were picked men. Previously Hitler had decreed that Infantry Regiments of Armoured Divisions should be called 'Panzer-Grenadiere'. These changes meant that a private soldier - a Schutze (Marksman)was in future called a Grenadier. Throughout this book all Infantry Divisions are shown as containing Grenadier-Regiments. High ranking German Officers inspect a parade which marked the occasion when the 199.Grenadier-Regiment, 57.lnfantry-Divlslon, was re-named 'Infantry Regiment "List" '. For circumstances leading to this, see page 15 (Euro-Foto).



A captured PzKpiw /I from the 6.Panzer-Division. This photo gives a clear example of the most common positioning of the divisional emblem on tanks, though there were plenty of exceptions-see page 71 for instance (IWM).



Shoulder and Head-dress Badges It should be noted that with a very few exceptions the practice carried out in the British and United States Armies of wearing a divisional emblem as a shoulder badge on the military uniform was not used in the German Armed Forces. The only definite exception to this rule was the late war introduction used by a limited number of superior German Divisions of a small metal badge or cloth insignia based on the design of their Divisional emblem. These badges were worn either on the Field Service head-dress, not the steel helmet, (metal and enamelled badges) or tunic sleeves (cloth insignia) by members of these elite divisions for reasons of divisional pride and esprit-de-corps. The national arm-shields worn by various non-German volunteer army units such as the French, the Spaniards, the Croats, etc, should not be confused with divisional signs despite their similarity in design to certain divisional and unit emblems used by these volunteer formations. These badges were worn on the upper part of the sleeves of their German military uniforms and were meant to distinguish these various national volunteer groups. The design of the shields was based on national colours and/or emblems of the countries concerned. In addition to these exceptions, but in no way connected directly with the subject of Divisional Emblems was the practice in the German Armed Forces of wearing 'Cuff Titles'. Amongst the five main groupings of types of cuff titles were those which were worn bearing the name of the unit of the wearer. The German Army had a number of such cuff titles which were worn by combat formations such as, 'Inf.Regt.Grossdeutschland', 'Grossdeutschland', 'Brandenburg', 'Infanterie'-Regiment "List",' and 'Feldherrnhalle'.
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Divisional Histories l.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 1.Grenadier-Regiment 22.Fiisilier -Regiment 43.Gre nadi er-Regiment 1.Artillerie-Regiment 1.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 1.Panzer jager-Abteilung 1.Pioniere-Abteilung 1.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Insterburg, Wehrkreis I. History: This Division was recruited in East Prussia and saw its first engagement in the 1939 Polish campaign when it formed part of Army Corps 'Wodrig', which in turn was part of General von KUchler's 3rd Army under the command of von Bock's Heeresgruppe Nord. The Division also saw service in France in 1940 and by June 1941 was serving on the Eastern Front, fighting in the Lake Lagoda area. At this time it came under the control of 1 Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Nord. It continued in this role until Sept-Oct 1943 when it became part of XXXXVIII Panzer Corps which was at that time engaged in the defence of the Dnieper River in the Ukraine. By March 1944 this Division, still serving in Northern Russia, was part of XXXXV Panzer Corps Schulz/Gollnick under the direct control of the 1st Panzer Army 'Hube'. E'mblem : Because of the strong connection with Prussia this Division adopted an emblem based on the Prussian Hohlenzollen coatof-arms, a black and white quartered shield above which there appeared a black castellated bar. Black and white were the state colours of Prussia. Fig 1



Composition:



.... 1.lnfanterie-Div.



3



2



12.lnfanterie-Div.
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21.lnfanterie-Div.



7.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Com'p,osition:



19.Grenadier-Regiment 61.Grenadier-Regiment 62.Grenadier-Regiment 7 .Artil/erie-Regiment 7.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 7 .Panzerjager-Abteilung 7.Pioniere-Abteilung 7.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Miinchen, Wehrkreis VI/. History: This Division saw service during the Sept-Oct 1939 Polish campaign as part of General Kienitz's XVII Army Corps from General List's 14th Army under the command of von Runstedt's Heeresgruppe SUd. During the Russian campaigns the Division, commanded by Generalmajor Roppert, fought on the central front and had under its command the 638.lnfantry Regiment - the 638me Regiment Renforce d'infanterie Frangais - consisting of French Volunteers commanded by Oberst Roger Labonne. This regi ment was better known as the 'Legion des Volontaires Frangais', the designation 638.lnfantry Regiment being the Wehrmacht regimental registration number. These volunteer troops were equipped and trained by the Germans and to distinguish them as Frenchmen they wore, sewn on to their German military uniforms, an arm-shield bearing the French tricolour (blue, white, red) with the word 'FRANCE' along the top edge of the badge. E,mblem : The Division used as an emblem a solid blue rectangle. Fig 16



11.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



2.Grenadier-Regiment 23.Grenadier-Regiment 44.Grenadier-Regiment 11.Artil/erie-Regiment 11.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 11.Panzerjager-Abteilung 11.Pioniere-Abteilung 11.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: AI/enstein, Wehrkreis I. History: This Division took part in the 1939 Polish campaign as part of I Army Corps from General von KUchler's 3rd Army, in von Bock's Heeresgruppe Nord. It saw action durjng the 1940 French campaign and was transferred in 1941 to the Eastern Front where it was subsequently fightjng in the Lake Lagoda area. By 1943 it was in action in Greece and at the end of the war in May 1945 it was one of those divisions fighting in the Kurland Pocket. Emblem: A solid blue spot within a white square. Fig 17 Alternative A red and white elk's head on a diagonally divided emblem: white and red shield. Fig 19



12JNFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



27.Fiisilier-Regiment 48.Grenadier-Regiment 89.Grenadier-Regfment 10



12.Artillerie-Regiment 12.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 12.Panzerjager-Abteilung 12.Pioniere-Abteilung 12.Nachrichten-Abteilung



Home station: Schwerin, Wehrkreis II. History: Formed before the war in Pomerania, this Division took part in the 1939 Polish campaign as part of Army Corps 'Wodrig' from Generalleutnant von KUchler's 3rd Army under the command of Generaloberst von Bock's Heeresgruppe Nord. It served in the 1940 French campaign and was transferred to the east where it was in action on the North Russian Front. Later this Division took part in the 1944 German Ardennes offensive. On August 11, 1938, at a ceremony held on the Gross-Born parade ground near Schwerin the honorary rank of 'Chef' of Artillery Regiment 12 was conferred by Adolf Hitler on Generaloberst Freiherr von Fritsch. Fritsch had, in February 1937, been dismissed by Hitler from his position as Commander-in-Chief of the German Army when he had been accused of conduct unbecoming of a German Officer with the completely untrue allegations that he - Fritsch - was guilty of homosexual practices. The entire matter was subsequently proved to have been engineered and as a gesture to rehabilitate the General in the eyes of the Nation after the unfounded accusations had been dropped he was granted this title. Only two other German generals before him had had this type of title bestowed upon them, Generals Seeckt and Mackensen. This appointment was intended as an honorary title only; however. Generaloberst Fritsch chose to use his new rank as a means of taking an active military role with his Regiment. In September 1939 when the 12.lnfantry Division marched into Poland he rejoined his Artillery Regiment and marched with them. On the morning of September 22, whilst leading a Stosstruppe which had penetrated into the outskirts of Warsaw he was struck down by Polish machine-gun fire and died shortly afterwards. Emblem: An inverted shield-shaped emblem of three coloured bars, red, blue, yellow, arranged vertically over a white horizontal base. The colours of red, blue and yellow are the colours of the State of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. These colours signify the fact that this Division was raised in the Mecklenburg Schwerin Wehrkreis province. This emblem was in use before 1943. Cover, left Alternative A white bull about to charge with head lowered, emblem: snorting and pawing the ground with its front right hoof. Fig 2



21.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



3.Grenadier-Regiment 24.Grenadier-Regiment 45.Grenadier-Regiment 21.Artillerie-Regiment 21.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 21.Panzer jager-Abteilung 11



21.Pioniere-Abteilung 21.Nachrichten-Abteilung



(21.lnfanterie-Division-continued)



Home station: History:



Mohrunger, Wehrkreis I. Raised jn East Prussia this Division first saw action during the German attack on Poland when it formed part of XXI Army Corps from General von Kuchler's 3rd Army under the command of Heeresgruppe Nord. Transferred to the West it took part in the 1940 French campaign and by 1941 it was moved east to the Russian Front, where it fought and served on the Northern Sector. Emblem: A large red spot on a white square. In use as a divisional emblem in 1943. Fig 20 Alternative A black-edged white shield which shows a mailed emblem: Teutonic Knight in black with sword raised above its head, and a white shield on his right arm which bears the black Prussian Teutonic Cross emblem. The emblem emphasized the strong links the Division had with East Prussia. Fig 3



30.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



6.Grenadier-Regiment 26.Fiisilier-Regiment 46 .Grenadier-Regiment 3D .ArtilIerie-Regiment 3D.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 3D.Panzer jager-Abteilung 3D .Pioniere -Abteilun9 3D.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Lubeck, Wehrkreis X. History: Raised and formed in and around the North German province of Schleswig-Holstein, this Division was moved in 1938 from its home station at Lubeck eastwards, earmarked for the proposed attack on Prague, Czechoslovakia. The Division first saw action during the Sept-Oct 1939 Polish campaign. It was commanded by General von Briesen and formed part of General Ulex's X Army Corps which was part of General Blankowitz's 8th Army, coming under the control of von Rundstedfs Heeresgruppe Sud. During this campaign the Division was positioned in the middle of the weakly defended flank of General Blaskowitz's Army and in a bitter struggle against enormous odds this one division beat back a mass break-out attempt by a cut-off Polish Army. General Briesen had led his last reserve battalion into action himself and in this desperate fighting his left forearm was shot away. Hitler with Feldmarschall Keitel (Chief of the High Command of the German Armed Forces) visited the Divisional headquarters shortly after the fighting and for his gallantry and drive in saving General Blaskowitz's Army the Fuhrer bestowed on General Briesen the first Knight's Cross of the war to be awarded to a divisional commander. Hereafter the 30.lnfantry Division was often known and referred to as the 'Briesen Division'. By September 11, 1939 the Division was situated west of Warsaw on the River Szura. After the 1940 French armistice Genernl von Briesen was appointed Commandant of Paris. The Division was transferred to the East and by June 1941 it formed part of X Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Nord. In June 1942 under 12



the divisional commana of Generalleutnant Emil von Wiekede it formed part of II Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Nord and in June 1943 it was transferred back to X Army Corps again from Heeresgruppe Nord. It remained in this role until March 1945. In May 1945 at the end of the war this Division was fighting in the Kurland Pocket. Emblem: A shield tilted on its point divided equally across with alternating red and white bars. Fig 21



34.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



BO.Grenadier-Regiment 107.Grenadier-Regiment 253.Grenadier-Regiment 34.Arti//erie-Regiment 34.Aufk/arungs-Abtei/ung 34.Panzerjager-Abtei/ung 34.Pioniere-Abtei/ung 34.Nachrichten-Abtei/ung Home station: Heide/burg, Wehrkreis XI/. History: In 1939 this Division was assigned to General Emil Leeb as part of the German force earmarked for the defence in the West prior to the German invasion of Poland. It continued to serve on the Westwall throughout 1939. Moved to the Eastern Front it served in Russia in the summer of 1941 as part of XII Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Mitte. The Division took part in the bitter fighting in and around Kharkov and in January 1943, still with Heeresgruppe Mitte, it formed part of XXXXIII Army Corps. Emblem: A white shield with a blue wavy line running from top right to bottom left. The blue line represented the River Neckar which flows through the medieval town of Heidelburg, the Division's home base. Fig 18



35.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



34.FusiJier-Regiment 109.Grenadier-Regiment 111.Grenadier-Regiment 35.Artil/erie-Regiment 35.Aufk/arungs-AbteiJung 35.Panzer jager-AbteiJung 35.Pioniere-Abtei/ung 35.Nachrichten-AbteiJung Ho'me station: Karlsruhe, Wehrkreis V. History: Composed mainly of Baden-WUrttemberger troops. the 35.lnfantry Division, like the 34.lnfantry Division, carried out garrison duty on the Westwall throughout 1939. It was employed on active service in the 1940 French campaign and in 1941 the Division, commanded by Generalmajor Ludwig Merker, was in action on the Russian Front as part of the V Army Corps, Heeresgruppe Nord. By June of the following year it had become subordinate to IX Army Corps still part of Heeresgruppe Nord where it remained until October 1944 when it formed part of XXXXI Panzer Corps. April 1945 found the Division as part of Army Command 'East
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Prussia', part of the XXIII Army Corps. Emblem: A yellow outline representation of a fish. Alternative Emblem: A more natural outlined fish, also in yellow.



Fig 13 Fig 14



44.INFANTERIE-DIVISION REICHSGRENADIER-DIVISION "HOCH und DEUTSCHMEISTER" 131.Grenadier-Regiment 132.Grenadier-Regiment 134.Grenadier-Regiment 96 .ArtiIIerie-Regiment 44.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 46.Panzer jager-Abteilung BO.Pioniere-Abteilung 64.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wien, \/\!ehrkreis XVI/. History: Formed in Vienna in 1938 from Austrian troops, this Division was engaged in the Sept-Oct 1939 Polish campaign. Under the command of General Albrecht Schubert it formed part of General Kienitz's XVII Army Corps which came under General List's 14th Army and was part of von Runstedfs Heeresgruppe SUd. It took part in the French 1940 campaign and was transferred to the Eastern Front in the spring of 1941 when in June this Division formed part of the III Motorized Army Corps under Panzer Group I. Command of the Division had by then passed to General Siebert. In May of 1942 the Division was fighting in the Caucasus. In mid-November 1942 the Division had attached to it the remnants of the 534, 535 and 536 Grenadier Regiments from the virtually destroyed 384.lnfantry Division, and in December of the same year, as part of the 6th Army, it was encircled by Russian forces at Stalingrad. January 1943 saw the final destruction and surrender of the remainder of these German formations at Stalingrad. At that time the 44.lnfantry Division, commanded by General Deboi formed part of the XI Army Corps. The Division was re-recruited after Stalingrad and honoured in June



Composition:
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G1.lnfanterie-Oiv.



78.lnfanterie-O:v.
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81.lnfanterie-Oiv.



1943 with the historic title 'Reichsgrenadier-division "Hoch und Deutschmeister" '. The new Division was sent to Italy in December 1943 where it continued in action before being transferred to Hungary in February 1945. E'mblem: Before its destruction at Stalingrad from 1938 to 1943 the Division used as an emblem a shield divided horizontally into three sections representing the Austrian national colours, red over white over red. Fig 34 After Stalingrad and up till the end of the war the Division adopted a more sombre insignia as an emblem-a black teutonic cross edged in white. Fig 98



57.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 179.Grenadier-Regiment 199.Grenadier-Regiment 217 .Grenadier-Regiment 157.Artillerie-Regiment 157.AufkUirungs-Abteilung 157.Panzerjager-Abteilung 157.Pi 0 ni ere-AbteiIun9 157.Nachrichten-Abteilung Ho'me station: Bad Reichenhall, Wehrkreis VI/. History: This Division was raised and formed in 1939 and at the time of the Polish ca:npaign it formed part of the OKH Reserve. It took part in the 1940 French campaign and was transferred to the East in the summer of 1941. By June of that year the Division, commanded by General Blumm, formed part of XXXXVIII Army Corps (motorised) 'Kempf', from 1st Panzer Group. It came under the control of Heeresgruppe SUd. By June 1942 command of the Division had changed to General Dostler and the formation formed part of LV Army Corps 'Vierow', again part of Heeresgruppe SUd. A year later in July 1943 the Division took part in the 'Zitadelle' fighting when it formed part of LII Army Corps 'Ott'. The Division by then was commanded by General Fretter-Pico and went to form part of Panzer Army Oberkommand 4 from Heeresgruppe SUd.* Emblem: Because of its strong links with Bavaria this Division adopted the State colours of Bayern, a white shield covered with blue diamonds. Fig 29



Composition:



48.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 126.Grenadier-Regiment 127.Gr,enadi er-R e giment 128.Grenadier-Regiment plus other units Home station: Not verified. History: This Division was created in February 1944 from 171.Reserve Division. Emblem: A blue and white diagonally halved shield. This was the emblem of the 171 Reserve Division prior to its conversion. Fig 28



Composition:



• The 199.Grenadier-regiment of this Division was honoured in 1944 with the title • Infanterie-Regiment "List'" to commemorate the World War 1 regiment that Hitler had served in as a gefreiter.
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61.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



151.Grenadier-Regiment 162.Grenadier-Regiment 176.Grenadier-Regiment 161.Artillerie-Regiment 161.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 161.Panzerjager-Abteilung 161.Pioniere-Abteilung 161.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home- station: Konigsberg, Wehrkr1eis I. History: Raised in East Prussia and commanded by Generalleutnant Siegfried Haenicke this Division took part in the German invasion of Poland in September 1939 when it formed part of I Army Corps from General von KOehler's 3rd Army, part of von Bock's Heeresgruppe Nord. The Division was engaged in the French campaign and like so many other German divisions by the spring of 1941 it was switched to the Eastern Front for the war on Russia. In June of 1941 this Division was part of XXVI Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Nord. The next year saw a transfer to XXVIII Army Corps, still under the control of Heeresgruppe Nord but by June 1943 it was back in the role that it had in June 1941, and was now commanded by Generalleutnant Gunther Krappe. In October of 1944 the Division went to make up part of XXXIX Panzer Corps. Emblem: The emblem this Division adopted had, in common with other divisions raised and formed in East Prussia, a symbol peculiar to its home territory. The 51.lnfantry Division chose a white shield inside which appeared a black-edged white shield bearing a thin black cross, an emblem that expressed close links with the Prussian Teutonic Knights of Medieval Germany. Fig 4



62.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



164.Grenadier-Regiment 183.Grenadier-Regiment 190.Grenadier-Regiment 162.Artillerie-Regiment 162.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 162.Panzerjager-Abteilung 162.Pioniere-Abteilung 162.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Glatz, W,ehrkreis VIII. History: At the time of the 1939 Polis:' campaign this Division was part of General von Schobert's VII Army Corps which formed part of Heeresgruppe Reserve (SOd). It was transferred to the West where it took part in the German attack on France in 1940 and was again switched in the spring of 1941 to the East in preparation for the forthcoming invasion on Russia. June 1941 saw the Division, commanded by General Keiner, forming part of XVII Army Corps 'Kienitz' from Heeresgruppe SOd. In June 1942 the Division, still with its same commander, formed part of the XXXXIV Army Corps 'Angelis' also from Heeresgruppe SOd and by July 1943 the Division, now commanded by General Gruner, went to make up XXX Army Corps 'Fretter-Pico' also from Heeresgruppe SOd. It was at this time that the Division took part
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in 'Operation Zitadelle' in the Kursk salient, with its massive and destructive tank battles. Emblem: A yellow crescent moon lying on its back out of which rises a yellow cross. Because of its emblem this Division was sometimes referred to as the 'Mondschein Division' - the Moonshine Division. This emblem was in use pre-1943. Fig 15 Alternative A yellow crescent moon standing upright on its point emblem: with a yellow diamond shape alongside. In use "Fig 31 June 1944.



71.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 191.Grenadier-Regiment 194.Grenadier-Regiment 211.Grenadier-Regiment 171.Artillerie-Regiment 171.Aufk/arungs-Abtei/ung 171.Panzerjager-Abtei/ung 171.Pioniere-Abtei/ung 171.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Hildesheim, Wehrkreis XI. History: This Division was formed in 1939 and saw its first action during the 1940 French campaign. In June 1941 it was moved East and took part in Operation Barbarossa - the German invasion of Russia. It was commanded by General von Hartmann and formed part of IV Army Corps from Heeresgruppe SOd. In June 1942 still commanded by von Hartmann the Division formed part of XVII Army Corps 'Hollidt' from Heeresgruppe SOd, and by November-December 1942 it was, as part of the German 6th Army, one of those German divisions and units trapped in the Stalingrad encirclement. By January 1943 the Division ceased to exist, but later this year another Division bearing the same divisional number was formed in Denmark and sent to Istria in Slovenia on Garrison duties. In September 1943 this new Division, commanded by Generalleutnant Rapke, was moved to Northern Italy and by January 1944 was engaged in the Cassino fighting. It was still on active service in Italy till the end of the war. Emblem: Two white stylized horses heads crossed on a green four leaf clover all with an orange border. Cover, right



Composition:



A wrecked Marder /II (7.5cm Pak 40/3 L/43 auf GW38(t)) from the 71.lnfantry Division is inspected by Free French troops. Italy, 1944. This shows a typical positioning for SP guns of the divisional emblem on the front shield. Below and to the right is the unit tactical sign, a separate series of markings not connected with divisional emblems (IWM-NA 15192).
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72.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 105.Grenadier-Regiment 124.Grenadier-Regiment 266.Grenadier-Regiment 172.Artillerie-Regiment 172.Autklarungs-Abteilung 172.Panzerjager-Abteilung 172.Pioniere-Abteilung 172.Nachrichten-Abteilung H'ome station: Trier, Wehrkreis XI/. History: This Division was originally named 'GrenzkommandoTrier' and was formed in 1939 from Frontier Garrison troops in the Trier area. It took part in the 1940 French campaign when it was in action on the Saar Front. In 1941 it was in action again, this time in the Balkans when, under the command of General Mattenklott it was part of General Schubert's 11th Army Reserve from Heeresgruppe SOd. It took part in the German siege and capture of Sevastapol in the Crimea in June 1941 and by Sept-Oct 1941 it had once again changed its role and now formed part of Generalleutnant von Salmuth's XXX Army Corps from von Manstein's 11th Army. By June 1942 General Muller had taken over as Divisional Commander and the Division now formed part of LIV Army Corps 'Hansen' from Heeresgruppe SOd. Six months later in January 1943 the Division underwent yet another change, a new Commander, General Dr Hahn, took over and the Division went to form part of XVII Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Mitte. By April 1945 the Division, now commanded by General Beisswanger went to form part of the LVII Panzer Corps 'Kirchner' from Heeresgruppe Mitte. Emblem: A thick yellow cross, all arms of equal length. Because of its emblem this Division was referred to as the 'GelbkreuzDivision' (Yellow-cross Division). Fig 32



Composition:



73.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 170.Grenadier-Regiment 186.Grenadier-Regiment 213.Grenadier-Regiment 173.Artillerie-Regiment 173.Autklarungs-Abteilung 173.Panzer jager-Abteilung 173.Pioniere-Abteilung 173.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: WiJrtzburg, Wehrkreis XIII. History: Employed in the 1939 German attack on Poland this Division was part of the Heeresgruppe Reserve. By 1941 it had been transferred to the Balkans where it formed part of General Stumme's XXXX (mot) Army Corps coming under the control of General List's 12th Army. The Division took part in the German siege of Sevastapol in the Crimea in June of 1942 when under the command of Generalleutnant Rudolf von Bunau it formed part of the XXXXIX Gebirgs Corps 'Conrad'. By July 1943 command of the Division had passed to General



Composition:
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Boh'me and the Division was fighting in the Kursk salient (Operation Zitadelle) as part of V Army Corps 'Allmendinger'. In September 1944 the Division was employed as part of the German forces engaged in crushing the Polish Home Army uprising in Warsaw. Emblem: A shield divided into two halves by a zig-zag central line, bottom half red, top half white. Fig 3S



78.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 14.Sturmregiment 195.Sturmregiment 215.Sturmregiment 178.Artillerie-Regiment 178.Fusilierbataillone 178.Pioniere-Abteilung 178.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Ulm, Wehrkreis XIII. History: This Division was recruited in 1939 in and a~ound Wurttemburg. It served in Russia in June 1941 as part of XIII Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Mitte. In the summer of 1942 it formed. part of the IX Army Corps under the control of Heeresgruppe Mitte and by June 1944 was part of XXVII Army Corps again from Heeresgruppe Mitte. Because of its fine fighting record this Infantry Division was ho'noured in 1942 with the title of 'Sturm Division' and from that time on was known and referred to as the ~78.Sturm-Division'. By April 1945 the Sturm Division, commanded by General Nagel. formed part of XXIV Panzer Corps 'Hartmann' and its designation had been changed to that of a 'Volkssturm Division'. Emblem: When this unit was an Infantry Division it used as an emblem a black-edged white shield inside which appeared a triangle with a black stylized design representing Ulm cathedral showing its three spires (Ulm Cathedral's central spire is 529 feet high, the tallest Gothic spire in the world). Fig S After 1942 when this Infantry Division was designated an Assault Division the emblem was changed to show a representation of the iron fist of Gotz von Berlichingen in red all within a red bordered white shield. Fig 36



Composition:



81.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 161.Grenadier-Regiment 174.Grenadier-Regiment 189.Grenadier-Regiment 181.Artillerie-Regiment 181.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 181.Panzerjager-Abteilung 181.Pioniere-Abteilung 181.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis VII/. History: This Division was in action during the 1940 French campaign and in 1941 was transferred to the East. By June 1942 it formed part of X Army Corps from Heeresgruppe Nord. In June 1943 it was placed under the command of XXVI Army Corps, also from Heeresgruppe Nord and in October 1944 formed part of Army DetschComposition:
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ment 'Grasser'. In the final stages of the war this Division in March 1945 was part of XVI Army Corps. Emblem: A white figure similar to the numeral '1', but facing the other way, set inside a red spot. Fig 40



Alternative emblem:



A reversed numeral '1' in white on its own.



Fig 6



87.INFANTERIE-DIVISIO'N 173.Grenadier-Regiment 185.Grenadier-Regiment 187.Grenadier-Regiment 187.F{j siIier-A bteiIun9 187.ArtiUerie-Regiment 187.Pioniere-Abteilung 187.Nachrichten-Abt,eilung Home station : Wehrkreis IV. History: This Division first saw active service in France in 1940. It was transferred to Russia and in 1942 was serving on the Central Russian Front. May 1945 found this Division fighting in the Kurland Pocket. Emblem: A green heart within a white circle. Coming from Thuringen this Division had adopted an emblem representing the 'Green Heart of Germany'. The Division was sometimes referred to as the 'Grunes Herz Division'. Fig 49



Com'position :



93.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 270.Grenadier-Regiment 271.Grenadier-Regiment, ,Feldherrnhalle' 272.Grenadier-Regiment 193.Artillerie-Regiment 193.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 193.Panzerjager-Abteilung 193.Pioniere-Abteilung 193.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Berlin, Wehrkreis III. History: Formed in 1939, this Division took part in the 1940 German offensive on France when it attacked and broke through the Maginot Line defensive fortifications at Saarbrucken. In 1941, under the command of Generalleutnant Otto Tiemann it was transferred to the East. It served on the North Russian Front until the spring of 1943, when it was transferred to Poland for rest and refitting. In the summer of 1943 the 271.Grenadier-Regiment, 'Feldherrnhalle' consisting in the main of troops who had been members of the SA was withdrawn from this Division, sent to France, and used as the nucleus around which a new formation - the '60.Panzer-GrenadierDivision "Feldherrnhalle'" - was formed. This new unit replaced the original 60.lnfanterie-Division which had been destroyed at Stalingrad. Emblem: A shield showing a portion of a map in redrepresenting the French border - with a white bayonet thrusting across the map representing the breakthrough this Division made through the Maginot Line near Saarbrucken in May 1940. Fig 41



Composition:
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111.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 50.Grenadier-Regiment 70.Grenadier-Regiment 117.Grenadier-Regiment 117.Artillerie-Regiment 117.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 111.Panzerjager-Abteilung 111.Pioniere-Abteilung 111.Nachrichten-AbteiJung Home station: Wehrkreis XI. History: This Division saw most of its active service in Russia when in June 1941, commanded by General Stapf, it formed part of XXIX Army Corps under General von Obstfelder from General von Kleist's 1st Panzer Group. In July 1942 the Division was commanded by Generalleutnant Hermann Recknegel and made up part of Heeresgruppe Reserve. July 1943 saw this Division in action taking part in Operation Zitadelle, when, still commanded by General Recknegel, it reverted back to form part of XXIX Army Corps under General von Obstfelder, controlled by Heeresgruppe SUd. Emble'm : A yellow diamond on a black rectangle. Fig 33



Com'position :



112.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 110.Grenadier-Regiment 256.Grenadier-Regiment 258.Grenadier-Regiment 86 .ArtiIIerie-Regiment 120.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 112.Panzerjager-Abteilung 112.Pioniere-Abteilung 112.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Darmstadt, Wehrkreis XI/. History: This Division served its time on the Eastern Front. In July 1942 it was commanded by Generalleutnant Meith and formed part of General Ottenbacker's XIII Army Corps from General von Weich's 2nd Army part of Heeresgruppe SUd. Emblem: A white shield with a broad brown diagonal bar running from top right side to bottom left across the shield. Fig SO



Composition:



125.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 419.Grenadier-Regiment 420.Grenadier-Regiment 421.Grenadier-Regiment 125.Artillerie-Regiment 125.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 125.Panzerjager-Abteilung 125.Pioniere-Abteilung 125.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis V. History: Made up of troops from Baden-WUrttemberg this Division saw service in the Balkans in 1941 and formed part of the LI Army Corps which came under General von Weich's 2nd Army. In July



Com'position :
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9



8



125 .Infanterie-Div.



134.lnfa nterie-D iv. (alternative)



218.lnfanterie-Div.



1942 the Divi,sion, commanded by General Schneckenberger formed part of V Army Corps 'Wetzel' from General Ruoff's 17th Army, all part of Heeresgruppe SOd. Fig 7 E'mblem: A black rearing weasel.



134.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



439.Grenadier-Regiment 445. Grenadi er-Re gi me nt 446.Grenadi er-R e giment 134.ArtiIIerie-R e gi me nt 134.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 134.Panzerjager-Abteilung 134.Pioniere-Abteilung 134.Nachrichten-Abteilung H,ome station: Wehrkreis IV. History: In June 1941 this Division was engaged on almost continuous active service on the central sector of the Russian Front. Under the command of Generalleutnant Dipl Ing Hans Schlemmer it formed part of the XXXXIII Army Corps from General Kubler's 4th Army. By June of 1942 it had been transferred to LIII Army Corps part of the 2nd Panzer Army 'Schmidt' from Heeresgruppe Mitte. It continued in this role until the summer of 1944 when it became part of XXXV Army Corps from General Jordan's 9th Army under the command of Heeresgruppe Mitte. Emblem: A green heart within a green-edged white border. Fig 51 A device in the shape of a broken black circle with Alternative a black semi-circle like the letter 'C' set inside the emblem: Fig 8 ring to the left.



162.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



Home station: H1istory:



303. Grenadier-Regiment 314.Grenadier-Re giment 329.Grenadier-Regiment 236.Artillerie-Regiment 236.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 236.Panzerjager-Abteilung 236.Pioniere-Abteilung 236.Nachrichten-Abteilung Rostock, Wehrkreis II. Commanded by Generalmajor Prof Dr Oskar Ritter 22



A young Caucasian Volunteer of 162.lnfanterieDivision is decorated by his Divisional Commander. Eastern Front, July 1944. The man is typical of the Russian troops trained by this u nit (TransoceanEuropa press).



von Niedermayer this Division saw service in Russia in June 1941 as part of the German X Army Corps from General Strauss's 9th Army, under the control of Heeresgruppe M itte. This formation was also stationed in Slovenia where, under the guidance of Generalmajor von Niedermayer, a well-known German specialist in Middle Eastern affairs, the Division's personnel were used to train contingents of ex-Russian POWs into combat prepared battalions and Foreign Volunteer Legions. These Ostlegions, established by order of the German High Command on December 30, 1941 were training centres where national units were organized and indoctrinated. The commanding officers of these Legions had the disciplinary authority of a Commander of an independent battalion. They were subordinate to the Commander of the 162.lnfantry-Division. The Legions received POWs from collecting camps and were charged with training them into future combat battalions. Each Legion headquarters had a permanent cadre of German Military personnel and the necessary number of Turks selected by the Legion Commander. After completion of their training and political indoctrination the combat battalions left the 162.lnfantry-Division for attachment to different active German Divisions. The German military authorities called all these national groups 'Turks' but in fact they came from many parts of Russia and Asia Minor such as Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazak, Turkistan, Persia, Afghanistan, etc. Emblem: A red letter 'T' superimposed over a blue arrow pointing to the right. This emblem was discontinued in June 1944. Fig 84



A Georgian volunteer officer explaining the details of a military map captured with him to US Officers, Northern France, June 11, 1944. He wears the Georgia volunteer Ostlegion arm badge -a red shield with white and black bars in the top le:t quarter (IWM).
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168.1NFANTERIE..DIVISION 417.Grenadier-Regiment 429.Grenadier-Regiment 442.Grenadier-Regiment 248.Artillerie-Regiment 248.Aufk/arungs-Abtei/ung 24B.Panzer jager-Abtei/ung 24B.Pioniere-Abtei/ung 248.Nachrichten-Abtei/ung Home station: Wehrkreis VII/. History: This Division served in Russia on the Southern Sector and in 1944 was part of General Nehring's XXIV Panzer Corps from 1st Panzer Army 'Hube'. Emblem: A white maltese cross on a green shield. Fig 22



Composition:



183.1NFANiTERIE-DIVISION 330.Grenadier-Regiment 343.Grenadier-Regiment 351.Grenadier-Regiment 219.Artillerie-Regiment 219.Aufk/arungs-Abteilung 219.Pioniere-Abteilung 219.Nachrichten-Abtei/ung Home station: Wehrkreis XII/. History: This Division under the command of Generalleutnant Dettling saw service in the Balkans in 1941 and formed part of the LII Army Corps which came under the control of General von Weichs's 2nd Army. It continued its active service in Southern Russia, when in June 1942 it was part of XX Army Corps from the 3rd Panzer Army 'Reinhardt' under Heeresgruppe Mitte. The Division continued in this role until the spring of 1944 when it was moved west to France and by April 1945 after many months of continuous bitter fighting the remnants of this Division were encircled and trapped in the Ruhr pocket at Gummersbach where on 15th of April they finally surrendered to superior American forces. Emblem: A small black inverted triangle placed on a larger red triangle. It is interesting to note that this emblem is the opposite in colour but the same design as the British Army's 3rd Infantry Division emblem. Fig 42



Composition:



20S.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 335.Grenadier-Regiment 353.Grenadier-Regiment 358.Grenadier-Regiment 205.Artillerie-Regiment 205.Fusi/iere-Abtei/ung 205.Pioniere-Abtei/ung 205 .Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis V. History: This Division was employed during the 1940 Fr.ench campaign and during 1941 was transferred to North Russia. The end of the war found it fighting in the Kurland Pocket forming part



Composition:
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On the occasion of the triumphant completion of the 1940 French campaign a massive victory parade was staged in Berlin. Men of the 218.lnfanterie-Division pass through the Brandenburg Gate, which they subsequently adopted as their divisional emblem (Euro-Foto) .



of Heeresgruppe Kurland. Emblem: This Division chose a white toadstool with red spots as its emblem. Because of this it was often referred to as the 'PilzDivision' - the Toadstool Division. Fig 52



218.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 323.Grenadier-Regiment 386.Grenadier-Regiment 397.Grenadier-Regiment 218.Artillerie-Regiment 218.Fiisiliere-Abteilung 218.Pioniere-Abteilung 218 .Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Spandau, Berlin, Wehrkreis Ifl. History: Formed in Berlin before the war, this Division took part in the German invasion of Poland as part of the Army Reserve from von Bock's Heeresgruppe Nord. It was employed in the 1940 French campaign and by 1941 had been transferred to the Russian Front where it served in the Northern Sector. It finished the war in the Kurland Pocket as part of Heeresgruppe Kurland. Emblem: This Division chose as its emblem a design that served a dual purpose. The white emblem, sometimes shown against a black rectangular background represented the Berlin-Brandenburg Gate thus symbolising the fact that this Division was raised in Berlin and at the same time the emblem served as a permanent reminder of the Division's part in the victory parade held in Berlin - which passed through this gate - on June 18, 1940, at the end of the ·war with France. Fig 9 Composition:
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223.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 344.Grenadier-Regiment 385.Grenadier-Regiment 425.Grenadier-Regiment 323.Artillerie-Regiment 223.Fiisiliere-Abteilung 223.Pioniere-Abteilung 223.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Dresden, Wehrkreis IV. History: The Division took part in the German invasion of France and was transferred to the Eastern Front in 1941, where in June 1942 it formed part of XXVI Army Corps from General Lindemann's 18th Army, part of Heeresgruppe Nord. In June 1943 the Division was transferred to General Busch's XVI Army Reserve which was also part of Heeresgruppe Nord. Emblem: Two black short-thrusting swords crossed on a blue shield. Fig 85



Co'mposition :



232.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 1043.Grenadier-Regiment 1044.Grenadier-Regiment 1045 .Grenadier-Regiment Home station: Not known. History: This Division was formed very late in the war in 1944. Emblem: A blue trident with a small blue crescent shape on the handle of the trident. Fig 30



C·omposition:



246.INFANTERIE-DIVISION C'olmposition :



352.Grenadier-Regiment 404.Grenadier-Regiment 689.Grenadier-Regiment 246.Fiisilier-Abteilung 246.Pioniere-Abteilung 246.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Trier, Wehrkreis XI/. History: This Division served mostly on the Russian Front. In June 1942 it was part of Kampfgruppe 'Esebeck' from General Model's 9th Army, under the direct control of Heeresgruppe Mitte. By January 1943 the Division was fighting near Smolensk and at that time it formed part of XXXXI Panzer Corps also from General Model's 9th Army, Heeresgruppe Mitte. In June 1944, the Division, still on the Eastern Front, now formed part of LIII Army Corps from General Reinhardt's 3rd Panzer Army and once again part of Heeresgruppe Mitte. The Division was withdrawn during the summer of 1944 and used that same winter in the German Ardennes Offensive. Prior to its transfer to Russia in January 1942 the Division exchanged its 313.lnfantry Regiment for Infantry Regiment 689 from the 337. Infantry Division. Emblem: A black fleur-de-Iys on a red bordered white shield. Fig 53 26



A Spanish stabsfeldw.ebel of 250. (Blue) Division talking to a German Unteroffizer (seated). Note the 'ESPANA' armshield. This was a rare instance where the d ivisional emblem closely matched the Volunteer arm - shield (Euro-Foto) .



250.INFANTERIE-DIVISION C'o'mposition:



262.Grenadier-Regiment 263.Grenadier-Regiment 269.Grenadier-Regiment 250 .Artillerie-Regiment Home station: Graffenwoh/, Wehrkreis XII/. History: Formed in August 1941 at Graffenw6hl from Spanish volunteers. This Division was equipped and trained by the Germans and was under the command of a Spanish officer, Generalmajor Munoz Grandes. Its strength was about 14,000, all ranks. It was sent to the North Russian Front where in October 1941 it fought in the NovrogrodLeningrad-Lake limen areas. The 'Blue Division' (as it was known) suffered heavy casualties not only in the fighting but from the cold, and by the early part of 1942 had over 8,000 killed and wounded, many of the wounded suffering from frost-bite. These casualties and losses were made up by Spain with additional volunteer replacement troops and the Division continued fighting in Russia. However, by the late spring of 1943 Spain decided, in the light of the way military events were going against the Germans, to withdraw its volunteer troops. The last contingent of Spanish troops trained and equipped completely by the Germans left Spain in July 1943 for the Eastern Front but was recalled and returned to Spain on Franco's orders on August 10, 1943 much to the anger of the German military authorities. Emblem: As a divisional emblem this formation adopted a shield bearing the National Colours of Franco's Spain, red over a broad yellow band over red (the colours of Spain before the Civil War were red over yellow over purple). Fig 86 It is interesting to note that the emblem used by this Division was also worn as a National insignia on the right side of the German steel helmets - in place of the German National Colours - as well as an arm-shield worn on the left upper arm of their German uniforms. This last badge had the addition of the word 'ESPANA' along the top edge of the shield.
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(250./nfanterie-Division -



continued)



The Division was often referred to as the 'Blaue-Division' (Blue Division) or Legion Azul. This name was derived from the colour of the Spaniards' traditional blue Falangist uniform shirts.



255.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 455.Grenadier-Regiment 465.Grenadi er-R e gi me nt 475 .Grenadier-Re gi me nt 255.Artillerie-Regiment 255.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 255.Panzerjager-Abteilung 255.Pionier-Abteilung 255.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Lobau, Wehrkreis IV. History: This Division saw most of its active service in Russia when in June 1942 it formed part of XX Army Corps from General Reinhardt's 3rd Panzer Army under the control of Heeresgruppe Mitte. It continued in this capacity until the summer of 1943 when, under the command of General Poppe, it was part of LII Army Corps 'Ott' from General Hath's 4th Panzer Army from Heeresgruppe SUd it took part in the German Zitadelle Operation. In the autumn of 1943 the Division was withdrawn from Russia and sent to France for rest and refitting. Whilst in France the Division's 455.Grenadier-Regiment was disbanded. Emblem: A green spot on a white square. Because of its emblem the Division was referred to as the 'Grunpunkt-Division' (The Fig 23 Green Spot Division).



Composition:



262.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 422.Grenadier-Regiment 482.Grenadier-Regiment 486.Grenadier-Regiment 262.Artillerie-Regiment 262.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 262.Panzer jager-Abteilung 262.Pionier-Abteilung 262.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wien, Wehrkreis XVI/. History: This Division, raised and formed in Vienna from Austrian troops, served on the Russian Front. In June 1941 under the command of General Theisen it formed part of German IV Army Corps from Heeresgruppe SUd. A year later in June 1942 it formed part of XXXV Army Corps of General Schmidt's 2nd Panzer Army from Heeresgruppe Mitte. It continued in this role until the fall of 1943 when it was withddrawn from the Eastern Front and taken back to Austria where, because of the heavy losses the Division had sustained, it was disbanded. Emblem: A 'black church over bl'ue wavy lines all on a white circular background. The black church represented St Stephen's in Vienna and the blue wavy lines the River Danube. Fig 43



Compositi·on :
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10



11



268.lnfanterie-Div.



12



268.lnfanterie-Div. (a Iternative)



299.lnfanterie-Div.



268.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 468.Grenadier-Regiment 488.Grenadier-Regiment 499 .Grenadier-R e giment 268.ArtiIIerie-Regiment 268.Fusilier-Abteilung 26B.Pionier-Abteilung 268.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: MOnchen, Wehrkreis VI/. History: This Division spent its entire active service on the Eastern Front. In June 1941 it formed part of VII Army Corps from von Kluge's 4th Army, part of Heeresgruppe Mitte. A year later in June 1942 the Division's role had changed and it had become part of General Heinrici's 4th Army in reserve, also from Heeresgruppe Mitte. In January 1943 the Division formed part of XII Army Corps from General Heinrici's 4th Army again from Heeresgruppe Mitte. Emblem: A black letter 'E' with an extended central arm all on a white circular background. Fig 10 Alternative An arrow design in black on a black-edged white emblem: circular background. Fig 11



Composition:



Contingents of the 278.lnfanterieDivision surrender to US forces near the Brenner Pass, Italy, May 1945. Note the 'Pomeranian Grenadier' emblem on the motor-cycle side-car, in typical position and size for this class of vehicle (IWM),
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278.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



992.Grenadier-Regiment 993.Grenadier-Regiment 994.Grenadier-Regiment 27B.Artillerie-Regiment plus other units. Home station: Wehrkreis III. History: This Division was known to have served in Italy where in the spring of 1945 it was manning defence fortifications near the Brenner Pass. It surrendered to the 5th and 7th US Armies in May 1945. Emblem: This Division adopted as its emblem a black figure of a Pomeranian Grenadier holding a musket on a red bordered white shield. Fig 54



291.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



504.Grenadier-Regiment 505.Grenadier-Regiment 506.Grenadier-Regiment 291.Artillerie-Regiment 291.Fiisilier-Abteilung 291.Pionier-Abteilung 291.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Insterburg, Wehrky.eis I. History: This Division took part in the 1940 French campaign and in the spring of 1941 the Division, commanded by General Herzog, was transferred to the Eastern Front. In the summer of 1942 it formed part of XXVIII Army Corps from General Lindermann's 18th Army part of Heeresgruppe Nord. It continued to serve on the Russian Front commanded by Generalleutnant Werner Goeritz and by March 1944 this Division was part of the LIX Army Corps, under the command of General von d'Chevallerie from 1st Panzer Army 'Hube'. Emblem: A green leaf on a red-bordered white shield. Fig 88



Alternative emblem:



A yellow elk's head.



Fig 37



292.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



507.Grenadier-Regiment 50B.Grenadier-Regiment 509 .Grenadier-Re giment 292.Artillerie-Regiment 292.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 292.Panzer jager-Abteilung 292.Pionier-Abteilung 292.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis II. History: This Division, commanded by Generalmajor John, was known to have served in Central Russia. Emblem: A blue ring on a white rectangle, an emblem in use by this Division up to September 1943. Fig 44 30



from the 293.lnfanterie-Division moving along a badly churned-up Russian road. Bear emblem is seen on the left-hand mud guard and unit tactical sign the other side.



Alternative emblem:



A red spot on a white circle with a red border, an emblem in use after September 1943. Fig 67



293.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



510.Grenadier-Regiment 511.Grenadier-Regiment 512.Grenadier-Regiment 293.ArtilJerie-Regiment 293.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 293.Panzer jager-Abteilung 293.Pionier-Abteilung 293.Nachrichten-Abteilung Wehrkreis 11/. This Divisior. took part in the 1940 French campaign, sent to the Eastern Front where it served in Southern



Home station: History: and in 1941 WaS Russia. Emblem: Because this Division was raised in Wehrkreis III which had its military headquarters at Berlin it chose as an emblem a brown 'Berlin' bear. Fig 89 The Division was known as the 'Baren-Division' (The Bear Division).



294.INFANTERIE-DIVISION 513.Grenadier-Regiment 514.Grenadier-Regiment 515.Grenadier-Regiment 294.Artillerie-Re giment 294.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 294.Panzer jager-Abteilung 294.Pionier-Abteilung 294.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis IV. History: This Division took part in the 1940 French campaign and in 1941, under the command of Generalleutnant Johannes Block, it was transferred to the Balkans. Here it formed part of XI Army Corps under the joint control of von Kleist's 1st Panzer Army and General List's 12th Army. It continued its active service in Russia. Emblem: A solid green clover leaf and stem. Fig 90



Composition:
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299.1NFANTERIE-DIVISIO Composition:



528.Grenadier-Regiment 529.Grenadier-Regiment 530.Grenadier-Regiment 299.Artillerie-Regiment 299.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 299.Panzer jii ger-Abteilung 299.Pionier-Abteilung 299.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Weimar, Wehrkreis IX. History: The Division, commanded by Generalleutnant Fraf von Oriola, was on active service in Central Russia. Emblem: Before 1943 the emblem used by this Division was a rectangle divided horizontally into two equal halves, the top half in field-grey, the bottom half in white. The whole design bordered with a broad green edging. Fig 91 Alternative e'mblem: After 1943 this Division adopted a white arrow device. Fig 12



319.1NFANTERIE-DIVISION 582.Grenadier-Regiment 583.Grenadier-Regiment 584.Grenadier-Regiment 319.Artillerie-Regiment 319.Fiisiliere-Abteilung 319.Pionier-Abteilung 319.Nachrichten-Abteilung 405.Fiisiliere-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis IX. History: This was the Division, commanded by Generalleutnant EriGh MOiler that occupied the Channel Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, Herm and Jethou from the summer of 1941 to the spring of 1945. The Division was transferred to the three main islands (Guernsey-Divisional headquarters-Jersey and Alderney) to strengthen those German Forces that had taken over control in June 1940 after the British had evacuated their military forces along with those Islanders who preferred not to remain. The Division's entire period of military occupation was taken up with garrison duties, the building and the supervising of the building of extensive fortifications both on the surface and underground, as well as anti-invasion preparations. In June 1944 at the time of the Allied Normandy Landings this Division, as part of the German Atlantic Wall defence system formed part of the LXXXIV Army Corps from the 7th Army under the command of Generalfeldmarschall Rommel's Heeresgruppe 'B'. The Channel Islands were finally and officially liberated at precisely 07.14 hours on May 9, 1945, seven hours after the official end of the war in Europe. Emblem: A circular emblem divided into two halves. ~he top half white, the bottom half in red as a battlemented wall. Fig 68



Composition:
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13



14



35.lnfanterie-Div.



16



15



35.lnfanterie-Div. (variant)



7.lnfanterie-Div.



19



11.lnfanterie-Div.



20



11.1 nfa nterie-D iv. (va ria nt)



22



34.lnfanterie-Div.



21



21.lnfanterie-Div.



23



168.lnfanterie-Div.



62 .Infanterie-Div.



18



17



30.lnfanterie-Div.



24



255.lnfanterie-Div.
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356./nfanterie-Div.



320.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



585.Grenadier-Regiment 586.Grenadier-Regiment 587 .Grenadi er-R e giment 320.Artillerie-Regiment 320.Aufklarung-Abteilung 320.Panzer jager-Abteilung 320.Pionier-Abteilung 320.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis X. History: This Division was on active service in the East from 1942 to 1945. In 1943 commanded by Generalleutnant Georg Postel it took part in the 'li tadelle' fighting when it formed part of Generalkommando 'Raus' from the Army Detachment 'Kempf' under the control of Heeresgruppe Sud. In April 1945 this Infantry Division had been redesignated as a 'VolksGrenadiere-Division' with the number 320 and was now commanded by General von Kiliani. It went to make up part of General von Ie Suire's XXXXIX Gebirgs Corps, from General Nehring's 1st Panzer Army, part oi: Heeresgruppe Mitte. Emblem: A red gateway with pointed roofs. Fig 69 Alternative A red heart on a red edged white circular backe'mblem : ground.



327.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



595.Grenadier-Regiment 596.Grenadier-Regiment 597.Grenadier-Regiment 327 .ArtiIIerie-Regiment 327 .Aufklarung-Abteilung 327 .Panzerjager-Abteilung 327.Pionier-Abteilung 327.Nachrichten-Abteilung Home station: Wehrkreis XVI/. History: This Division was disbanded in 1944 and the remnants absorbed into the 377.lnfanterie-Division. Emblem: A red Imperial spread eagle. Fig 92



26



25



335.lnfantene-Div.



27



715.1 nfa nt~rie-D iv.



34



1.Punzer-Dlv. (vuriant)



334.INFAN'TERIE-DIVISION 754.Grenadier-Regiment 755.Grenadier-Regiment 756.Grenadier-Regiment 334.Artillerie-Regiment 334.Fusilier-Abtei/ung 334.Pionier-Abtei/ung 334.Nachrichten-Abtei/ung Home station: Wehrkreis XII/. History: This Division saw service in North Africa where it was destroyed at Tunis in 1942. The Division was re-created in South-West France during July and August 1943. After having been brought up to strength it was sent to Italy where it was in action in October 1944 fighting around the Florence-Bologna road area as part of General von Senger und Etterlin's XIV Panzer Corps. Emblem: A single barbed yellow arrow through a red ring inside which is depicted a green palm tree-commemorating the Division's service in North Africa. Fig 93



Composition:



335.INFANTERIE-DIVISIO'N 682.Grenadier-Regiment 683.Grenadier-Regiment 684.Grenadier-Regiment 335.Artillerie-Regiment 335.Aufk/arungs-Abtei/ung 335.Panzer jager-Abtei/ung 335.Pionier-Abtei/ung 335.Nachrichten-Abtei/ung Home station: Wehrkreis V. History: This Division served on the Eastern Front from the spring of 1941 to the sunlmer of 1943, most of the time in Southern l1ussia. In July 1943 it took part in the Kursk salient fighting-'Operation Zitadelle'-when, under the command of General Casper it formed part of Generalkommando 'Mieth' from General Hollidt's VI Army Corps under the control of Heeresgruppe SUd. The Division was employed in Europe and was in action in the Normandy fighting of June 1944. This Division contained a large number of Poles serving as German troops. Emblem: A black axe head inside a black-edged white shield. Fig 2S



Composition:



338.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



Home station: History:



757.Grenadier-Regiment 758.Grenadier-Regiment 759.Grenadier-Regiment 338.Arti/lerie-Regiment 338.Aufklarungs-Abtei/ung 338.Panzer jager-Abtei/ung 338.Pionier-Abtei/ung 338.Nachrichten..Abtei/ung Not known. This Division was formed



35



in



France in



1943 and
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28



48.lnfanterie-Div.



30



57.lnfanterie-Div.



32



31



62.lnfanterie-Div.



44.lnfanterie-Div.



36



73.lnfanterie-Div.



38



37



291.lnfanterie-Div.



111.lnfanterie-Div.



72.lnfanterie-Div.



35



34



232 .Infanterie-Div.



33



78.Sturmd ivision



39



347.lnfanterie-Div.



36



5. Gebirgsjager-Div.



42



41



40



81.lnfanterie-Div.



43



93.lnfanterie-Div.



44



262.lnfanterie-Div.



46



292.lnfanterie-Div.



47



Fuh rer-Beg leit-Btl.



49



338.1 nfanterie-Div.



48



3.Panzer-Grenad ier-Div.



50



87.1 nfanterie-Div.



183.lnfanterie-Div.



45



1D.Pa nzer-Grenad ier-Div.



51



112.1 nfanterie-Div.



37



134.lnfanterie-Div.



commanded by Generalleutnant Fol ttmann. At the time of the Allied Landings in Normandy in 1944 it was stationed in the Provence-Aries area west of Marseilles. The Division was engaged in the fighting around the Strasbourg-Vosges area in midNovember 1944 when the Divisional Commander was killed in the action at Belfort Gap. February 1945 found this formation in action in the Rhineland battles at the Linnich bridgehead on the River Roer. Emblem: A shield divided into two halves. The left half shows a blue and white diamond pattern design. The right half two black swords crossed on a white background, Fig 45



347.1N'FANTERIE-DIVISION 860.Grenadier-Regiment 861.Grenadier-Regiment 862.Festung-Grenadier-Regilnent 347.Artillerie-Regiment 347.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 347.Panzerjager-Abteilung 347.Pionier-Abteilung 347.N a chrichten-Abteilun9 Home station: Wehrkreis XI. History: This was a static Division and at the time of the Normandy campaign in June 1944 this Division formed part of the LXXXVIII Army Corps under the Befehlshaber Nederland which in turn was part of Heeresgruppe 'B' under the command of Generalfeldmarschall Rommel. The Division was stationed on the Dutch coast opposite Amsterdam, Emblem: Because of their connection with Holland this Division chose as its emblem a yellow windmill. Fig 38



Composition:



356.INFANTERIE-DIVISION Composition:



Home station: History:



869.Grenadier-Regiment 870.Grenadier-Regiment 871.Grenadier-Regiment 356.Artillerie-Regiment 356.Aufklarungs-Abteilung 356.Panzerjager-Abteilung 356.Pionier-Abteilung 356 .Nachrichten-Abteilung Wehr1 
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