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Short Description

Download 43 - Install Windows From Many ISO Files All on One Flash Drive Using FiraDisk - RMPrepUSB...



Description


43 - Install Windows from many ISO files all on one Flash drive using FiraDisk



Introduction This method describes how you can place all your Windows Vista 32-bit/64-bit ISOs, Windows 7 32-bit/64-bit ISOs, Server 2K8 ISOs etc. all one just one (large) USB Flash drive and install any version of Windows onto any system whenever you like. This is a slightly neater alternative to tutorial #32 and uses FiraDisk. Most of this is directly 'pinched' from a post by Karyonix (thanks!) on reboot.pro (this post) but I have added the AutoUnattend.xml file so that the process is completely automatic if using a USB Flash drive. All ISO files must be kept in one single folder (called \ISO in this example. but you can change it) and if you want the user choice feature to work, then the ISO folder must also contain a marker file called 'Choose_an_iso'. Note that the ISO folder that contains the ISO files and the special tag/marker file Choose_an_Iso can be on any drive (e.g. a hard disk or a USB hard disk). You can change the name of the folder or marker file if you like, as long as you also change the path and name in the menu or you can just use one of your iso files as the marker file and delete the 'Choose_an_iso' file so it is not listed when the iso files are listed on the screen.



History Update 26 June 2011: Fixed 64-bit Windows ISO install which did not work, as devcon did not include an amd64 version and  extraction of the x64-bit version is very awkward! The 64-bit version of devcon from the MS site KB article download (2003) does not actually run under 64-bit WinPE as it is an ia64 platform version!!! Please use the new version of my zip download which now  includes both devcon versions (32&64). Update 26 June 2011 (19:00 BST): Added an Addendum to support hard disks and included two new files in the tutorial download. Updated 1st July 2011: Changed menu to not use wenv and use grub4dos variables instead, also now allows boot from BOOTMGR or non-ISO9660 iso files. New download Tut43_Fira_iso.zip Updated 20th July 2011: Typo in loadiso.cmd meant it reported devcon as missing - now fixed (thanks G R!). Updated 10th August 2011: Sushil1576 from Reboot.pro has found the if X:\Setup.exe is run, you also get the repair option. This is useful for the Hard Disk version. The download has been updated with a new MySetup.cmd file so that the Repair option is offered.



Using this method with USB Hard Disks The method does not work automatically for bootable USB hard disks because the AutoUnattend.xml MUST be on a removable drive (which could be a USB flash drive or CD). If you have lots of ISO files, and want to boot any one of them from a USB hard disk, you have these options: 1. Use a USB Flash drive as described below but keep all your ISO files on the USB hard drive (or on a separate partition on the internal hard disk on the target system). If using two USB drives (flash+hdd), make sure both are connected when you boot from your Flash drive. 2. Make a USB hard drive following the instructions for a Flash drive below. When Windows Setup loads, press SHIFT+F10 to open a command console and type F:\firadisk\loadiso  (where F: is the drive letter of your USB hard disk - which may vary). 3. See Addendum below for how to modify any Windows Vista/7/2K8 or later ISO so that a bootable USB hard drive can be used with this method without a flash drive being needed or the user needing to type some extra commands.



Method (for USB Flash drives) Note: the instructions below also apply if you already have a bootable grub4dos disk, just extract the Tut43_FiraISO.zip contents onto it (note that it will overwrite your menu.lst though!) and copy all your ISO files and overwrite your grldr file with the recent one included in the latest version of RMPrepUSB v2.1.623 or later. 1. Create a new folder on your hard drive called C:\WINFira 2. Download the zip file Tut43_FiraIso.zip from the Beta Downloads - Tutorials page and extract the contents to the C:\WINFira folder Contents of Tut43_FiraIso.zip: AutoUnattend.xml \FiraDisk folder au.xml firadi64.cat iradi64.sys firadisk.cat firadisk.inf firadisk.sys LOADISO.CMD slp.exe spaces.txt wenv                (not used in this tutorial) \i386\devcon.exe \ia64\devcon64.exe mysetup.cmd   (not actually used - see Addendum below) winpeshl.ini      (not actually used - see Addendum below)



\ISO folder Choose_an_iso            
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