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Description


BECOME YOUR OWN



ASTROLOGER Your star-powered study guide to mastering your own universe



an online course by The AstroTwins, Ophira & Tali Edut



LESSON 1:



Basics of Chart Interpretation



© 2012 by AstroStyle/Mediarology, Inc. All rights reserved. Illustrations by Yoko Furusho.



LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Let’s start with the basics. So, what’s a chart? The astrological chart (or natal chart) is a map based on your time, date and place of birth. It shows where all the planets were positioned when you were born. You can use it to get a strong sense of how you’ll be in relationships, what career path is good for you, where things come easily and where you’ll be challenged to grow. We think of it as your soul’s roadmap to the adventure of life! The planets all orbit around the sun at different speeds. If we were to freeze-frame them at your exact time of birth, this is what we would see. The center circle represents the sun, and the symbols inside the circle represent the planets in their orbit. This is what we will be interpreting in order to read your chart. We like to think of the chart as your “factory settings.” Just like you can take a computer out of the box and customize it with your favorite apps, screensavers and backgrounds, so too can you personalize your own life with a spectrum of choices. While your “operating system” may always be Gemini or Capricorn, no two people (or well-used laptops) are ever really the same.



READY, SET, GO! Do Your Chart Step 1. Get online and do a free birth chart on our website: http://www.astrostyle.com/Charts/freechart.htm You’ll need your time, date and place of birth for this. If you don’t know your time of birth, use 12:00 noon. Step 2. Print it out and keep it handy! Step 3 (optional). Return later and obsessively start doing the charts of everyone you’ve ever dated, hated, worked for, whatever. Caution: this can get addictive.
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Example Chart: Madonna
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



The Birth Chart: A 3-Part Puzzle 



The 3-Part Puzzle: PLANET + ZODIAC SIGN + HOUSE



The chart is likw a a freeze-frame snapshot of where all the planets were in their orbit at your exact moment of birth. Your astrological chart is comprised of the following three elements:



1. PLANETS — The Parts of Your Nature The planets were all visiting specific zodiac signs when you were born. Each one is associated with a different energy. For example, Jupiter shows where you’re lucky, Saturn reveals your challenges, Mercury determines your communication style, Venus tells your romantic and aesthetic style.



2. ZODIAC SIGNS — What Are You Like? The zodiac begins in the spring with Aries, which is the first sign, and travels through to Pisces, the last sign. In the chart, the zodiac signs are at specific degrees, from 0º to 29º. (We’ll delve more into this in a later lesson.)



3. HOUSES — The Areas of Your Life/The “Stage” The 12 houses of the zodiac all represent different energies. The first house begins with the self and builds outward to the twelfth house. They follow the progression of the zodiac signs—for example, the first house is ruled by Aries, the zodiac’s first sign. The seventh house is ruled by Libra, the zodiac’s seventh sign.



Zodiac Sign Symbols (Glyphs) 
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) s i gn
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1st HOUSE: THE CHART BEGINS The intersection of the zodiac sign (in the outer ring) and the 1st house “borderline” (Madonna pun!) determines your ascendant, or rising sign. This is the starting point of the astrological chart. The houses proceed counter-clockwise from here
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sign 



PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER Venus (R) is in Leo (g) at 1 degree & 8 minutes in Madonna’s 6th house



sig



sig



Degrees of a zodiac sign Represented by these little ruler marks



Planet: closest to the outside of the wheel



Zodiac sign: closest to the center of the wheel



OUTER RING:



The 12 zodiac signs. This ring is divided into 12 equal 30-degree segments (12 X 30º = a complete 360º circle). Each of the little “ruler” marks represents one of the 30 degrees. MIDDLE RING:



The 3-Part Puzzle. Depicts the planets and also shows the zodiac signs and houses they were in at your time of birth. INNER RING:



Those funny lines are called “aspects,” and they show the angles formed between the planets in your chart. We will ignore those until a later lesson! Become Your Own Astrologer with The AstroTwins 
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



THE ZODIAC SIGNS There are 12 zodiac signs, which evolve in a very specific order from Aries (1st) to Pisces (12th). The order of the zodiac signs represents the movement from birth (Aries) to elderhood (Pisces); or self (Aries) to spirituality (Pisces); or beginnings (Aries) to endings (Pisces). Each sign also is associated with a body part, which moves in order from the head (Aries) to the feet (Pisces). No matter what signs are in your birth chart, learning to work with the energy of all 12 signs offers you access to the entire universe. Here is the order of the zodiac and its evolutionary cycle (dates are approximate and change yearly):



SIGN 



DATES 



ELEMENT 



ASSOCIATED WITH... 



a Aries: 



March 21-April 19 



Fire 



birth self, individuality, original ideas



s Taurus: d Gemini: 



April 20-May 20 



Earth 



values, material resources, basic routines, foundations 



May 21-June20 



Air 







communication, siblings, peers, platonic partnerships



f Cancer: 



June 21-July 22 



Water 







family, the mother, financial security, home



g Leo: 



July 23-August 22 



Fire 







creative expression, fertility, romance



h Virgo: 



August 23-Sept 22 



Earth 







health, fitness, data, details, analysis, organization



j Libra: 



Sept 23-October 22 



Air 







committed partnerships, socializing, fairness and equality



k Scorpio: 



Oct 23-November 21 



Water 







sexuality, shared resources, spirituality, the “shadow self”



l Sagittarius: Nov 22-December 21 Fire z Capricorn: Dec 22-January 19 



Earth 



x Aquarius: January 20-Feb 18 



Air 



c Pisces: 



February 19-March 20 Water 



wisdom, travel, global relations, teaching 







careers, the father, structure, long-term goals, systems 







idealism, community, groups, society, technology, teams 



letting go, the dream state, the underworld, spirituality



FIRE SIGNS: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius EARTH SIGNS: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn AIR SIGNS: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius WATER SIGNS: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces Further learning about the 12 signs is on our website: http://www.astrostyle.com/Scopes/12_Signs
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



THE PLANETS Q Sun: The essence of your personality, creativity, the self, ego, identity Rules: Leo Changes signs: monthly W Moon: Your emotions, inner desires, how you respond/react, your instincts, intuition, what you’re sensitive to, the soul Rules: Cancer Changes signs: every 2-3 days Z Rising Sign/Ascendant: The image you project to the world, the first impression you make, what you’re drawn to, your appearance Changes signs: every 2 hours E Mercury: Your communication style, your mental process Rules: Gemini & Virgo Changes signs: every 3-4 weeks R Venus: Who you love, what attracts you, your fashion sense and tastes Rules: Taurus & Libra Changes signs: every 3-4 weeks T Mars: Your drive, sex appeal, motivation, and passion Rules: Aries (minor ruler of Scorpio) Changes signs: every 6-7weeks Y Jupiter: Where you’re lucky, adventurous, expansive and open Rules: Sagittarius (minor ruler of Pisces) Changes signs: every 12-13 months U Saturn: Where you’re challenged, fearful, self-doubting, have to work hard to earn. Things you come by through time, hard lessons, maturity Rules: Capricorn (minor ruler of Aquarius) Changes signs: every 2.5-3 years I Uranus: Where you’re impulsive, radical, innovative, creative Rules: Aquarius Changes signs: every 7 years O Neptune: Your imagination, spirituality, where you’re foggy or unclear, the “right brain” and artistic impulse Rules: Pisces Changes signs: every 13-14 years P Pluto: Your relationship with power, money, and sex; the unconscious, what you project onto others Rules: Scorpio Changes signs: every 12-21 years { North Node: Your karmic destiny point (sometimes called the “true node”), which is your learning curve in this lifetime. The new language you must learn to speak, or your “soul school” Changes signs: every 18 months
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



THE 12 HOUSES OF THE ZODIAC The zodiac wheel is a 360-degree circle, divided into 12 segments, or houses.



Ascendant/ Rising Sign



The first house begins at what would be 9:00 on a clock. From the first house’s cusp (or borderline), we travel around the zodiac wheel in a counter-clockwise direction. This counter-clockwise journey represents our soul’s evolution, from the individual (1st house) to the collective/greater society (12th house). The first six houses are called the “personal” houses. They rule our private and immediate lives: individuality, our daily environments, our siblings and peers, parents, and our attempts to define and express who we are. The seventh through the twelfth houses are the “interpersonal” houses. They govern relationships, joint ventures, travel, career, society, spirituality and even our “transition” at the end of life. A person with lots of planets in the first six houses may have trouble leaving the nest, or may remain nostalgically loyal to childhood friends. Someone with a lot of planets in the later houses might be very career focused, perhaps leaving the past behind and growing closer to friends made in adulthood.



How Madonna “Expresses Herself” AQUARIUS Rising/Ascendant The zodiac sign on the outer ring that meets Madonna’s first house “cusp” (border) is Aquarius, the sign of the changemaker, reinventer, rebel and freedom fighter.
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



THE 12 HOUSES: WHAT THEY REPRESENT
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



THE HOUSES: What Does Each House Rule?



1 2 3 4 5 6



First house: The first house begins the zodiac, and covers the all “firsts”: first impressions, the self and appearance, leadership, new initiatives, fresh starts and beginnings. The sign on the cusp, or starting edge, of this house, is referred to as your rising sign or ascendant. (Ruled by Aries) Keywords: self, image, appearances, self-expression, first impressions, solo projects, new initiatives Second house: The second house covers all matters related to your immediate material and physical environment—taste, smells, sound, touch, sights. The second house also rules income, money, work, daily habits, routines and self-esteem. Because Venus rules Taurus (the sign ruling the second house), this house also rules pleasure, luxury, sophistication, the arts, and nice little touches like scented candles, a good bottle of wine, an art gallery, etc. (Ruled by Taurus) Keywords: work and money, daily routine, everyday habits, daily income, luxury, tasteful style Third house: The third house rules all forms of communication—talking, thinking, gadgets and devices (cell phones, pagers, Instant Messenger, etc.). The third house also covers siblings, neighborhoods, local travel, libraries, schools, teachers and community affairs. (Ruled by Gemini) Keywords: communication, short trips, ideas, local travel, community, new interactions, brainstorming Fourth house: The Cancer-ruled fourth house sits at the very bottom of the zodiac wheel, and thus, rules the “foundation” of all things. This includes your home, privacy, your basic security, your parents (particularly your mother), children, your own mothering abilities, nurturing, and TLC. It’s associated with women, femininity, the heart chakra, and the need for self-care. (Ruled by Cancer) Keywords: home, family, nesting, self-care, women, femininity, emotional foundations, roots Fifth house: The fifth house is ruled by dramatic Leo, and it governs self-expression, drama, creativity, color, attention, romance, fun and play. It also rules fertility and pregnancy, as well as childlike energy (raw emotion, such as joy, comes from here). Being bold, assertive, passionate and glamorous are also fifth house activities. (Ruled by Leo) Keywords: love, passion, romance, glamour, drama, fertility, creativity Sixth house: The sixth house is the domain of health and service. It rules schedules, organization, efficiency, systems, fitness, diet and exercise, natural and healthy living, helpfulness and being of service to others. The sixth house controls all the people who work for you: babysitters, interns, assistants, gardeners, housekeepers, etc. It’s also associated with pets. (Ruled by Virgo) Keywords: health, fitness, well-being, organization, administrative tasks, systems, service, helpfulness
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



7 8 9 10 11 12



Seventh house: The seventh house is the sector of relationships and other people. It governs all partnerships, both business and personal, and relationship-associated matters, like contracts, marriage, and business deals. (Ruled by Libra) Keywords: relationships, partnerships, commitment, mutuality, joint ventures, equality, balance Eighth house: The eighth house rules birth, death, sex, transformation, mysteries, merged energies, and bonding at the deepest level. The eighth house also rules other people’s property and money (real estate, inheritances, investments, et. al. (Ruled by Scorpio) Keywords: intimacy, bonding, long-term finances, wealth, joint ventures, sexual attraction, long-term bonding, permanent commitments, large chunks of money, borrowed funds, debt and investments, real estate, legal affairs, mystery, secrecy, tantra Ninth house: The ninth house covers the higher mind, expansion, international and long-distance travel, foreign language, inspiration, optimism, publishing, broadcasting, universities/higher education, luck, risk, adventure, gambling, religion, philosophy, morals and ethics. (Ruled by Sagittarius) Keywords: adventure, expansion, new horizons, travel, wisdom, higher education, entrepreneurship, cross-cultural connections, wide horizons Tenth house: The tenth house is at the very top and most public part of the chart. The tenth house governs career, ambitions, long-term goals, structures, and master plans. It rules large corporations, tradition, public image, fame, honors, achievements, awards, boundaries, rules, discipline, authority, fathers and fatherhood. This is the house of men and masculinity. It can indicate your relationship with males: your father, husband, brother, boss, an authority figure, or an important man in your life. The cusp, or border, of the tenth house is also called the midheaven, and it clues astrologers into your career path. (Ruled by Capricorn) Keywords: career, ambition, long-term plans, big goals, structure, success Eleventh house: The eleventh house rules teams, friendships, groups, society, networking, social justice, rebellion, and humanitarian causes. It also rules originality, eccentricity, sudden events, surprises, invention, astronomy, science fiction and all things futuristic. (Ruled by Aquarius) Keywords: groups, teamwork, networking, technology, social justice, friendship, collaboration Twelfth house: The zodiac completes with the twelfth and final house, which rules endings, closure and healing. This house covers the final stages of a project, tying up loose ends, completions, the afterlife, old age, and surrender. It’s also associated with separation from society, institutions, hospitals, jails, hidden agendas, and secret enemies. And it rules the imagination, creativity, arts, film, dance, poetry, journals, sleep, dreams, spirituality and the subconscious mind. (Ruled by Pisces) Keywords: endings, healing, closure, rest, sleep, completion, spirituality, mysticism, hidden enemies, hidden agendas, hidden information, illusions, self-deception, mentors, guardian angels, spirit guides, compassion
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



WORKSHEET: YOUR 3-PART PUZZLE Look at your chart and fill out what sign and house your planets are in below. (Note: if you don’t know your birth time or rising sign, you’ll have to skip the houses part of this.) Example: My Sun is in Sagittarius in the 11th house.



My Sun Q is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Moon W is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Mercury E is in _____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Venus R is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Mars T is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Jupiter Y is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Saturn U is in 



_____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Uranus I is in _____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Neptune O is in _____________________________ 



in the __________ house.



My Pluto P is in 



in the __________ house.



_____________________________ 



My North Node { is in _____________________________ 
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



Exercise: Interpreting the 3-Part Puzzle Now that you’ve mapped out your planets in their signs and houses, let’s do a little in-depth interpretation. This activity helps you put together a more intimate self-portrait. Feel free to practice on others’ charts, too! INSTRUCTIONS: • Fill out the worksheets on the following pages for each planet in your chart. • Pull from the key phrases on the next two pages—experiment with combinations until one feels right.



Case Study: Madonna Madonna’s Sun Q is in 



Leo 



I express myself through ____ _______ ___ __ 







I need 



control 



in the 7th house.



in relationships/collaborations



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



Madonna’s Saturn U is in 



Sagittarius 



I’m a leader in 



outspokenness 



____ _______ ___ __ 







in the



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



in relationships



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 
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7th house.



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



Virgo 



Madonna’s Moon W is in 



passion 



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



____ _______ ___ __ 



in the







10th house. in my career



_______ _______ ___ ________ __ HOUSE KEYPHRASE
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) KEYPHRASES FOR INTERPRETING THE 3-PART PUZZLE PLANET KEYPHRASES



Sun: My essence is, I express myself through Moon: I need, I desire, I feel, I respond to, I’m intuitive about Rising Sign/Ascendant: I leave a first impression of, I give the appearance of Mercury: I’m inspired by, I’m curious about, I think about, I talk about Venus: I love, I’m attracted to, I beautify, I take pleasure in, I enjoy, I indulge in Mars: I want, I’m turned on by, I’m driven by, I’m passionate about, I pursue, I crave Jupiter: I’m lucky at, I’m adventurous in, I take risks with Saturn: I work hard at, I’m hesitant about, I resist, I fear, I struggle with, I learn the hard way about, I’m a leader in Uranus: I’m unpredictable about, I’m revolutionize, I rebel against, I march to my own beat in Neptune: My imaginative side is, I’m creative with, I heal through, Pluto: I’m controlling about, I’m powerful with, I live on the edge with, I reinvent myself through North Node: My destiny is, I am learning, I’m evolving toward







ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASES Aries: independence, impatience, selfishness, assertiveness, gutsiness, self-direction, newness, passion Taurus: hard work, stability, security, style, elegance, class, sophistication, sensuality, habits, stubbornness, persistence, materialism Gemini: communication, curiosity, expression, collaboration, synergy, cleverness, inventiveness, ingenuity Cancer: nurturing, sensitivity, emotions, caring, moodiness, femininity, creativity, home, family, roots, children Leo: passion, romance, expression, drama, playfulness, bold, self-centered, excited, enthusiastic, courageous, loyal Virgo: health, efficiency, helpfulness, control, order, organization, common sense, a systematic approach, to be of service, a supportive person, innocence, freshness, purity Libra: commitment, collaborations, romance, idealism, partnership, equality, balance, mutuality, fairness, give and take Scorpio: intimacy, sex, secrecy, power, control, intensity, depth, obsessiveness, wealth, resources, joint ventures Sagittarius: adventure, travel, expansion, wisdom, entrepreneurship, honesty, outspokenness, cross-cultural relationships, international affairs, politics, salesmanship, soul-searching, metaphysical study, philosphy/philosophical discussions Capricorn: ambition, structure, goals, long-term plans, honors and awards, achievements, prestige, public image/acclaim Aquarius: friendliness, eccentricity, groups, teamwork, social justice, humanitarianism, the future, technology, science, scifi, emotional detachment, casual connections, rationalism Pisces: healing, dreams, imagination, romance, self-delusion, karma, the arts, poetry, hidden agendas, mystery, fantasy, chaneling, psychic phenomenon, compassion Become Your Own Astrologer with The AstroTwins 
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 12 HOUSE KEYPHRASES 1st House: self, image, appearance, self-expression, first impressions, solo projects, new initiatives, assertiveness, blazing my own trail 2nd House: work and money, daily routine, everyday habits, daily income, luxury, style, good taste, security, quality possessions, stability, predictability 3rd House: communication, self-expression, short trips, ideas, local travel, community, new interactions, brainstorming, variety, kindred spirits, mirroring, reflecting, synergistic partners 4th House: home, family, nesting, self-care, women, femininity, emotional foundations, roots, sensitivity 5th House: love, passion, romance, glamour, drama, fertility, creativity, playfulness, boldness, self-expression, emotional openness 6th House: health, fitness, well-being, organization, efficiency, tasks, systems, service, helpfulness 7th House: relationships, partnerships, commitment, mutuality, joint ventures, equality, balance 8th House: intimacy, bonding, intensity, focus, mystery, privacy, secrecy, depth, power, control, long-term finances, wealth, joint ventures, sexual attraction, bonding, permanence, large chunks of money, investments, real estate 9th House: adventure, expansion, new horizons, travel, wisdom, higher education, entrepreneurship, publishing, cross-cultural connections, wide horizons, open-mindedness, seeking, evolution, journeys, multiculturalism 10th House: career, ambition, public image, long-term plans, goals, structure, success, authority 11th House: groups, teamwork, networking, technology, social justice, friendship, collaboration, futureforward thinking, the new age, astrology, quirkiness/eccentrism, thinking outside the box 12th House: endings, healing, closure, rest, sleep, completion, spirituality, mysticism, hidden enemies, hidden agendas, hidden information, illusions, self-deception, mentors, guardian angels, spirit guides, compassion, karma
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



Worksheet: Interpret Your 3-Part Puzzle My Sun Q is in ____ _______ ___ __ 



_____________________________ 



____ _______ ___ __ 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



_____________________________ 







My Venus R is in ____ _______ ___ __ 



My Mars T is in ____ _______ ___ __ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



_____________________________ 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 
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_______ _______ ___ ________ __ HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



_____________________________ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



My Mercury E is in _____________________________ PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



____ _______ ___ __ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



My Moon W is in 



in the __________ house.







_______ _______ ___ ________ __ HOUSE KEYPHRASE
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) 



My Jupiter Y is in ____ _______ ___ __ 



_____________________________ 



____ _______ ___ __ 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



_____________________________ 











My Pluto P is in ____ _______ ___ __ 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 
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HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.____



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 
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in the __________ house.



My North Node { is in _____________________________ _______ ___ __ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



_____________________________ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



My Neptune O is in _____________________________ ____ _______ ___ __ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



ZODIAC SIGN KEYPHRASE 



My Uranus I is in _____________________________ PLANET KEYPHRASE 



HOUSE KEYPHRASE



in the __________ house.



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



____ _______ ___ __ 



_______ _______ ___ ________ __



_______ _______ ___ _________ _______ _ 



PLANET KEYPHRASE 



My Saturn U is in 



in the __________ house.







HOUSE KEYPHRASE
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) A few common questions... What if I don’t know my birth time? Knowing your birth time is key to finding your rising sign, or ascendant. This also determines which houses all the zodiac signs were in when you were born. However, many people don’t know their time of birth, but still want to read their charts. If you don’t know your time of birth, don’t worry. Many of the planets move slowly, so you can still get a good sense of where they were positioned when you were born. You just won’t know your rising sign (ascendant), and therefore, which zodiac houses the planets are in. You may also be unsure about the placement of faster-moving planets, like the moon (which changes signs every 2-3 days). However, once you learn astrology, you can make a pretty solid guess about which sign your moon is in, and even, your possible rising sign. It’s a bummer, but don’t worry: there’s plenty to be gleaned from even a partially-constructed chart!



Help! I can’t find my birth certificate! If you can’t find your birth certificate—or if yours doesn’t list a birth time—we suggest using noon as a generic birthtime when you cast your chart. Government offices can also supply your birth certificate if you want to send away for it. (In the U.S., contact the office of Vital Records in your state of birth.)



Does my birth chart ever change? Nope. Nor does it matter if you were born late, prematurely, via C-section, or anything else. Your chart is your chart. (There is an advanced astrology chart called your “progressed” chart, which we will save for a future class!)



What about the empty houses with no planets in them? They still play a role—and we think of them as sort of blank canvases where you might even have a little more freedom to say what goes. However, you’ll feel a lot more pulled by the houses that have planets in them. But, for example, if your 7th house of marriage is empty, that does NOT mean that you won’t get married! It might mean that finding a mate won’t be the key focus of your life—or even that your love life could be relatively drama-free!



Do the patterns and placements of the planets in my chart matter? Yes, they do. There are 7 possible chart patterns, which were identified by astrologer Marc Edmund Jones. For more on this, see the bonus advanced lesson at the end of Lesson 1 on interpreting your chart shape.



Source: http://astrology.about.com/od/thebirthchart/ig/Chart-Reading/chartpatterns.htm
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optional section for



ADVANCED LEARNING



LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Bonus Advanced Lesson: THE 4 ELEMENTS (Fire, Earth, Air, Water) Each zodiac sign is one of four elements: fire, earth, air or water. Fire Signs are known for being creative initiators Fire Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius Earth Signs are the builders who create lasting structures Earth Signs: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn Air Signs are the communicators who spread ideas Air Signs: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius Water Signs are emotional and family-oriented Water Signs: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces



If you look at the ordered list of zodiac signs above, you’ll notice a pattern: F-E-A-W. They go from fire (Aries) to earth (Taurus) to air (Gemini) to water (Cancer), then it starts over again from there. It’s likely that you have a mix of the four elements in your chart, although some people only have one or two in their charts. If, for example, you are missing water, you might have to work harder to develop understanding of your emotions or to create family ties.



WORKSHEET: Find Your Elements Count the elements in your chart. Do you have an imbalance of elements or are they fairly even? Is one element dominant? Are you missing an element? What do you see about yourself from this? I have : ____________ # of planets in fire signs (Aries, Leo, Sagittarius) ____________ # of planets in earth signs (Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn) ____________ # of planets in air signs 



(Gemini, Libra, Aquarius)



____________ # of planets in water signs (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces)
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Bonus Advanced Lesson: POLARITY: Yin or Yang? Like a battery, each zodiac sign has a polarity that is either yin (+) or yang (-). The zodiac is also divided in half between yin (negative) and yang (positive) signs, which form a universal balance. The terms “positive” and “negative” shouldn’t be taken literally—they don’t imply that you’ve got a good or bad attitude. They refer to your energy style. Positive/ yang signs, like the positive part of a magnet, are more active and charged. Negative/yin signs, like the negative part of a magnet, are more receptive, and may need an outside force to pull them into action.



The Yin Elements: Earth & Water Earth: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn Water: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces Earth & Water signs are yin, feminine, receptive. They bring us the wisdom of being still, receiving, attracting, nurturing and flowing. They are the “feelers” of the zodiac. They can be traditional and conservative, and are driven by their emotions. They may be introverted and prefer stable, nurturing relationships. Negative signs like to build security, and will move at a slow, steady pace to achieve it. Change freaks them out unless there’s a good reason for it.



The Yang Elements: Fire & Air Fire: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius Air: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius Fire & Air signs are yang/masculine/active. Their energy is active, outwardly focused, creative, and driven. Positive signs like action. They are the “do-ers” of the zodiac, and move at a quick pace. They tend to be more extroverted, dynamic, and aggressive. Positive signs are independent, and feel driven by achievement and competition. They tend to be independent self-starters.



WORKSHEET: What’s your yin/yang balance? Count the number of yin and yang planets in your chart. Are you balanced? More yang than yin, or vice versa? What does this tell you about yourself?



I have ________________# of yin planets in my chart (planets in water or earth signs) I have ________________# of yang planets in my chart (planets in fire or air signs) Additional Reflection/Notes:



_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Bonus Advanced Lesson: QUALITIES: Cardinal, Mutable & Fixed Signs Each zodiac sign is also assigned a quality: cardinal, fixed or mutable. What role do you play on a team? Are you a starter, a doer, or a finisher? The signs are categorized into qualities that can determine this. Each quality plays an important role in the world, and it’s good to have a balance of each on every team. If you were putting together a record deal, for example, it would work like this: Cardinal signs would be the stars, or the promoters, or the trendsetters who create the act. Fixed signs would be the patient workhorses who produce the album. Mutable signs would be the editors who take the near-finished product and do the final mastering and remixing. Which one are you?



Cardinal Signs Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn Cardinal Signs are the initiator and leaders. They take charge and get a mission off the ground. Born Alphas, they like to be large and in charge.



Fixed Signs Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius Fixed Signs are the builders and workerbees. They have the “sticktuitiveness” to take the job to the finish line. They are resilient but can be resistant to change.



Mutable Signs Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces Mutable Signs are the travelers and ambassadors. Flexible and changeable, they like variety and can adapt to new circumstances quickly. Mutable signs are the “bridge” between new ideas and time-tested traditions.



WORKSHEET: Find your qualities Count the number of cardinal, fixed, and mutable sign planets in your chart. Does one group weigh more heavily than others or are you well balanced between the three? What does this tell you about yourself? I have ________________# of cardinal sign planets in my chart I have ________________# of fixed sign planets in my chart I have ________________# of mutable sign planets in my chart



Additional Reflection/Notes:



_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______
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LESSON 1. Find Your Purpose (And Your Bliss) Bonus Advanced Lesson: The 7 Chart Shapes The placement of the planets at your time of birth form a shape or pattern. Astrologer Marc Edmund Jones identified seven major chart shapes, and what each of them means. Seesaw: The planets are bunched into two opposing groups, like a bowtie.You may feel pulled in two contrasting directions; your life theme may be about learning compromise, being a mediator, or balancing oppositions in yourself. Bowl: All of the planets occupy half of the horoscope wheel (i.e., they are in 6 of the 12 houses). You may feel like “something is missing” and seek partners or experiences who balance you out. Bucket: All except one of the planets occupy half of the horoscope wheel. The lone planet across the wheel is the bucket “handle” and it’s especially emphasized as a life theme. Splash: The planets are splashed all throughout the horoscope wheel. You have diverse interests, but can be easily scattered. You may need to work hard to prevent being a “jack of all trades, master of none.” Bundle: The planets are tightly bunched into no more than four of the zodiac’s houses. You may have extreme focus on one part of life. While you can accomplish a lot, you can also become obsessive, concentrating only one small area of your potential and ignoring the rest. You may need to be pulled out of your “cave” by friends! Locomotive: The planets occupy only 2/3 of the entire chart (they’re in 9 of the 12 houses). The remaining 1/3 of the chart can be an unexpressed area—or, you may need to work harder to pay attention to this area. Locomotive people like to leave their stamp on the world. Splay: The planets are tightly concentrated in a few different segments of the chart. You may have several strong interests or areas of strength. For example, a chart splayed in the 7th house of relationships and the 10th house of career could indicate a person who’s successful in both her work and love life.



WORKSHEET: What shape is your chart? I have ________________________________ shaped chart. (Note: you might also note which houses the planets are concentrated in.) Additional Reflection/Notes:



_______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ _______ ___ _______ Illustration source: http://astrology.about.com/od/thebirthchart/ig/Chart-Reading/chartpatterns.htm
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