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Short Description

biomes for homeschooling...



Description


Desert cover about 1/5 of the Earth’s surface, and there’s less than 50 cm/year of rainfall. Most deserts have a considerable amount of specialized vegetation, as well as specialized vertebrate and invertebrate animals



deserts



desert



There are two types of rainforests, tropical and temperate. Tropical rainforests are found closer to the equator and temperate rainforests are found farther north near coastal areas. The majority of common houseplants come from the rainforest.



Rain forest



r ai n f or e st



Biological communities that are dominated by trees and other woody vegetation.



forest



forest



Tundra is the coldest of all the biomes. . It is noted for its frost-molded landscapes, extremely low temperatures, little precipitation, poor nutrients, and short growing seasons.



tundra



t un dr a



Grasslands are characterized as lands dominated by grasses rather than large shrubs or trees



Grassland



grassland



Water covers about three quarters of our planet.
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Wetlands are areas of standing water that support aquatic plants. Marshes, swamps, and bogs are all considered wetlands



wetlands
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Freshwater is defined as having a low salt concentration — usually less than 1%. Plants and animals in freshwater regions are adjusted to the low salt content and would not be able to survive in areas of high salt concentration (i.e., ocean). There are different types of freshwater regions:



• • •



Ponds and lakes Streams and rivers Wetlands
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Temperate deciduous forests are most notable because they go through four seasons. Leaves change color in autumn, fall off in the winter, and grow back in the spring; this adaptation allows plants to survive cold winters. Eastern United States, Canada, Europe, China, and Japan



Deciduous Forest
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The Arctic Ocean is the smallest of the world's five oceans. body of water between Europe, Asia, and North America, mostly north of the Arctic Circle



Arctic Ocean



A rc ti c Oc e an



The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest of the world's five oceans. The Atlantic



Ocean is located between Africa, Europe, the southern Ocean, and the Western Area. The total length of the Atlantic Ocean is 76.762 million sq km.



Atlantic Ocean
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The Indian Ocean is the third largest of the world's five oceans. body of water between Africa, the Southern Ocean, Asia, and Australia
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The Pacific Ocean is the largest of the world's five oceans. body of water between the Southern Ocean, Asia, Australia, and the Western Hemisphere



Pacific Ocean



A decision by the International Hydrographic Organization in the spring of 2000 delimited a fifth world ocean - the Southern Ocean. The Southern Ocean is now the fourth largest of the world's five oceans. body of water between 60 degrees south latitude and Antarctica



Southern Ocean



Pacific Ocean



Coniferous-evergreen trees (trees that produce cones and needles; some needles remain on the trees all year long) Canada, Europe, Asia, and the United States. Coniferous forests consist mostly of conifers, trees that grow needles instead of leaves, and cones instead of flowers.



(Taiga) Coniferous forest



Animals in the desert must survive in a hostile environment. Intense heat, searing sun, and lack of water are just a few of the challenges facing desert animals.



(Taiga) Coniferous forest



Cactus Wren: South-western U.S.A. to central Mexico



Did you know there are two types of Rainforest -- the temperate and the tropical? Tropical rainforests are found close to the equator. Temperate rainforests are found along coasts in the temperate zone, such as the Pacific Northwest of the USA.



The Temperate Deciduous Forest biome has four seasons of winter, spring, summer, and fall. Animals and plants have special adaptations to cope with these yearly changes.



Racoon



T ur k e y



The frigid cold and deep snow makes life in the tundra very difficult. Every animal must adapt in order to survive. Some have grown thick fur which turns white in the winter. Others find a place to hibernate during the winter months.



Grasslands lack the trees and heavy bush to hide many creatures. Because of the open landscape and the widely spaced trees, grasslands are home to large herds of grazing mammals such as the zebra and bison. Annual rainfall in the grasslands is between 10 to 30 inches, there is a seasonal drought every year. Many animals are active only during the rainy season.



Polar bear
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Many interesting animals live in and around rivers and streams. The dragonfly is a common sight around bodies of water in the warmer months. This is an adult dragonfly. They eat mosquitoes and are eaten by a wide variety of birds, amphibians, spiders, other insects and even bats.



In the coniferous forest there is a diversity of wildlife. Coniferous forest animals have adapted to a life of long snowy winters and a short growing season. (Taiga)



Dragon Fly
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Biomes North America



A biome is an area on the earth's surface that has a certain set of characteristics. There are seven kinds of biomes in the world: tundra, taiga, temperate forest, tropical rainforest, desert, grassland, and ocean. The map above shows where each of these biomes can be found around the world. Although it does not appear in the key, the ocean is represented by the blue area on the map.
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